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We  are  often  asked  by  advertisers,  "  When  is  the  next  time 
you  can  take  circulars  or  price-lists  for  stitching  in  with  the 
C  %  D  1 "  We  can  reply  to  that  now — January  25,  1896. 
The  Winter  Issue  will  be  published  that  day,  and  it  will 
be  as  attractive  as  we  can  make  it,  and  as  profitable  to 
advertisers  as  an  esteemed  advertising  medium  can  be.  The 
Publisher  is  now  booking  orders  for  circulars  and  price-lists. 
He  will  be  glad  to  assist  any  firm  thinking  of  having  an 
inset,  but  who  do  not  quite  know  what  form  it  should  take. 
We  have  artists  and  experienced  advertisement-writers  on 
our  publishing  staff  who  are  able  to  give  ideas,  or  work  out 
ideas  submitted  by  busy  men  of  business.  A  note  to  the 
Publisher  will  bring  to  anyone  full  particulars. 


Summary 


DIARY  COUPON  COMPETITION. 


Each  copy  of  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary  for 
1896  bad  enclosed  with  it  (1)  a  table  of  metric  weights  and 
measures  and  (2)  a  coupon  entitling  the  holder  to  compete 
for  101.  10s  in  prizes.  Hang  up  the  table  at  your  desk,  for 
the  new  B  P.  will  have  those  weights  and  measures  in  it,  and 
you  will  find  the  table  useful  then  if  not  now ;  but  the 
coupon  we  wish  you  to  return  to  us  soon,  and  you  may  take 
into  council  your  whole  family  and  business  staff  to  assist 
you,  or  give  the  coupon  to  any  one  of  them.  The  main 
point  with  us  is  that  the  coupon  should  be  filled  up  and 
returned,  for  we  have  these  ten  guineas  to  get  rid  of. 


A  new  assistants'  association  has  been  started  in  Birming- 
ham (p.  859). 

We  give  brief  particulars  of  nine  wills  of  deceased 
chemists  (p.  866). 

There  is  a  possibility  of  an  early  break  in  the  iodine 
ring.    The  prospects  are  discussed  on  p.  865. 

An  important  decision  has  been  given  by  the  House  of 
Lords,  which  modifies  the  legal  position  of  "  goodwill " 
(p.  864). 

The  Westminster  Magistrate  has  imposed  a  fine  of  201. 
and  10Z.  costs  upon  a  man  who  used  the  description  "  M.D., 
U.S.A."  (p.  869). 

Mr.  Cripps  has  given  London  assistants  his  views  on  in- 
fusions, and  has  told  them  how  to  make  half-a-dozen 
concentrated  ones  (p.  857). 

At  Liverpool  last  week  the  local  assistants  were  talking 
about  ointments,  and  said  some  good  things  about  them  and 
other  practical  topics  (p.  856). 

The  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Council  are  considering  a 
suggestion  that  the  examination  of  registered  druggists 
should  be  made  stiffer  (p.  853). 

T.  F.  Board,  Cheltenham ;  J.  S.  Eyre,  Anerley ;  Mrs. 
Willison,  Bath ;  and  Mrs.  Heys,  Ealing,  are  the  new  phar- 
maceutical annuitants  (p.  854). 

The  proprietor  of  the  original  Eau  de  Botot  has  suc- 
ceeded in  establishing  her  right  (which  was  believed  to  have 
lapsed)  to  the  title  in  France  (p.  850). 

Mr.  Alex,  Gunn  has  discovered  a  fluorescent  principle 
in  calumba  to  which  the  muddy  appearance  of  the  tincture 
and  other  preparations  is  due  (p.  855). 

The  Birmingham  chemists  are  reported  to  be  enthusiastic 
in  support  of  the  anti-cutting  scheme  suggested  to  them  by 
Mr.  E.  J.  Smith  (p.  849).    We  comment  on  it  on  p.  852. 

The  Chemical  Society  are  considering  the  advisability  of 
expelling  Dr.  A.  B.  Griffiths,  an  analyst,  from  the  Society  for 
suggesting  that  he  could  get  for  his  pupils  the  F.C.S.  (p.  856). 

A  chemist  who  refused  to  allow  an  inspector  to  come 
behind  his  counter  to  examine  his  scales  and  weights  has 
found  that  his  interpretation  of  the  Act  is  not  that  of  the 
Magistrates,  and  has  been  fined  accordingly  (p.  868). 

The  constitution  of  camphor  is  worrying  chemists  just 
now,  and  before  we  get  artificial  camphor  they  have  to  settle 
whether  it  is  a  pentamethylene  or  hexamethylene  derivative, 
or  neither.  See  the  report  of  the  Chemical  Society  on 
p.  856. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  have  gained  a  verdict  at 
Dumbarton  in  a  case  where  a  seedsman  was  selling  arsenical 
preparations.  One  of  them  he  obtained,  when  customers 
wanted  it,  from  a  chemist,  and  shared  the  profit  with  the 
chemist  (p.  867). 

A  gentleman  who  lent  150Z.  to  an  agent  who  was 
engaged  on  one  of  the  conversions  of  Mr.  Fernando's  business 
into  limited  companies,  and  who  was  appointed  secretary  to 
the  company  in  consequence,  has  got  an  order  of  the  Court 
to  get  his  money  refunded  (p.  869). 

Another  pneumococcus  has  given  a  French  investigator 
different  results  from  those  obtained  by  Professor  P.  F. 
Frankland,  but  in  the  present  case  there  are  supposed  to  be 
two  varieties  of  the  microbe.  The  matter  has  been  reported 
to  the  Paris  Society  of  Pharmacy  (p.  850). 

Chinese  opium  has  hitherto  been  a  dark  horse,  but  Mr. 
Frank  Browne,  an  old  "  Square"  man  now  acting  as  Govern- 
ment analyst  at  Hong-Kong,  has  got  samples  of  it,  and 
reported  on  them  fully  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  on 
Wednesday  evening.    The  opium  resembles  Persian  (p.  854). 

Two  letters  on  the  boycotting  scheme  of  anti-cutting — 
one  for  and  the  other  against  it — a  comment  on  the  state- 
ments made  by  the  directors  of  the  Apollinaris  Company  in 
an  interview  published  last  week,  and  a  report  of  a  curious 
decision  by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  on  a  label  for  "  the 
pills  ''  appear  in  our  correspondence  section  (p.  875). 
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Killed  by  Paregoric. 

An  inquest  was  held  at  West  Bromwich,  on  December  5, 
on  Matthew  Henry  Amphlett  (43),  a  man  of  wandering 
habits,  who,  after  an  absence  of  five  months,  was  found  in  a 
dying  state  on  a  Monday  morning,  on  some  premises  belong- 
ing to  his  father,  with  a  bottle  of  paregoric  in  his  hand. 
He  died  soon  afterwards.  Dr.  Dudley  Gill,  who  made  a 
post-mortem  examination,  attributed  death  to  acute  inflam- 
mation of  the  lungs,  accelerated  by  an  overdose  of  paregoric. 
It  would  need  a  wineglassful  of  the  mixture  to  poison  a 
healthy  person,  but  it  would  only  require  a  very  little  to  kill 
the  deceased  in  the  state  of  health  he  was  in. 

Festive  Pharmacists. 

On  Wednesday,  December  4,  the  Brighton  Junior  Associa- 
tion of  Pharmacy  had  a  social  and  musical  evening,  under 
the  presidency  of  Mr.  T.  F.  Grindley. 

Mr.  J.  Tomlinson,  chemist  and  druggist,  Chelmsford,  enter- 
tained his  employes,  numbering  twenty-five,  to  dinner  on  the 
evening  of  December  4,  in  celebration  of  the  coming  of  age 
of  his  son,  Mr.  Sidney  Tomlinson. 

The  Cambridge  Pharmaceutical  Association  had  a  very 
successful  smoking-concert  at  Dale's  Assembly  Eooms  on 
Friday,  November  29.  Mr.  Alderman  Deck,  F.C.S ,  was  in 
the  chair,  and  a  good  programme  of  songs  and  music  had 
been  arranged  by  Mr.  E.  H.  Church. 

The  Chemist  and  the  Bricklayer. 

At  the  Brighton  County  Court,  on  December  3,  before  his 
Honour  Judge  Martineau,  Frederick  William  Watts,  brick- 
layer, sued  Mr.  H.  A.  Costerton,  chemist,  of  90  Western 
Koad,  Brighton,  under  the  Employers'  Liability  Act,  for 
151.  damages  for  injuries  received  whilst  working  for  him, 
caused,  is  was  alleged,  by  the  latter's  neglect.  Plain- 
tiff's case  was  that  he  was  engaged  by  a  Mr.  Verrall,  defen- 
dant's foremaD,  to  work  on  a  wall  which  was  being  built  for 
the  defendant  in  another  part  of  Brighton.  While  at  work 
on  this  wall,  and  owing,  he  alleged,  to  the  defective  scaffold- 
ing, he  fell  to  the  ground  and  sprained  his  back.  Mr. 
Costerton  set  a  man  to  rub  his  back  with  embrocation,  and 
then  sent  him  home,  where  he  was  attended  by  a  doctor. 
He  was  unable  to  resume  work  for  more  than  a  month.  In 
cross-examination  the  plaintiff  admitted  that  he  was  aware 
in  working  on  the  scaffold  he  was  running  a  certain  amount 
of  risk,  and  he  also  admitted  that  after  the  accident  he  did 
not  complain  to  Mr.  Costerton  of  the  defect  in  the  scaffold- 
ing, and  that,  when-asked  by  the  defendant  how  the  accident 
happened,  he  said,  "  In  a  moment  of  forgetfulness  I  stepped 
back  off  the  scaffold."  His  earnings  were  11.  19s.  Hd.  per 
week  on  the  average  when  in  work.  After  hearing  evidence, 
his  Honour  expressed  himself  satisfied  that  the  scaffold 
was  dangerous,  but  reserved  his  decision  as  to  the  legal 
liability. 

A  Drug- merchant  Convicted. 

At  the  Central  Criminal  Court  on  December  10,  before  the 
Recorder,  John  Scaife,  described  as  a  drug- merchant,  and 
Hannah  Reeves  were  charged  with  conspiring  to  pervert 
the  course  of  justice  in  connection  with  a  prosecution  of 
Scaife  for  travelling  on  the  London  and  North-Western 
Railway  without  a  ticket.  Reeves  pleaded  guilty.  The 
evidence  against  Scaife  was  to  the  effect  that  having  been 
found  at  Easton  in  a  train  from  Northampton  without  a 
ticket,  he  went  back  to  Northampton  the  same  day,  took 
a  ticket  there,  and  then  swore,  and  induced  Reeves  to 
testify,  that  he  had  had  the  ticket  on  his  first  journey. 
Scaife  was  convicted,  and  it  was  shown  that  he  had 


previously  served  a  term  of  eighteen  months'  imprisonment 
for  obtaining  money  by  false  pretences.  He  was  now 
sentenced  to  eighteen  months'  hard  labour.  Reeves  was- 
bound  over  to  come  up  for  judgment  if  called  on. 

The  Struggle  for  Existence. 

The  proprietors  of  a  general  store  at  Sydenham  are  circu- 
lating some  verses  in  anticipation  of  Christmas,  based  on 
one  of  Mrs.  Hemans's  popular  poems.  The  handbill  is  en- 
titled "The  True  Story  of  a  Christmas  Dinner,"  and} 
begins : — 

They  sat  in  festive  garb  arrayed, 
They  filled  the  house  with  noise. 

Then,  after  describing  the  turkey  and  the  plum-pudding, 
which  was  so  good  as  to  be  apparently  of  celestial  origin  k, 
they  say — 

But  no.   That  prudent  housewife  knew 

Who  stored  earth's  choicest  gifts  ; 
Sultanas  sweet  and  raisins  rich 

She  bought  at  Sydney  Smith's. 

Some  of  the  foolish;  ones  took  too  much  whisky  after  the- 
pudding ; 

But  some — the  wise  ones — feasted  well, 

Nor  feared  for  future  ills  : 
The  banquet  o'er,  at  Sydney  Smith's 

They  bought  a  box  of  pills  1 

Committal  of  a  Chemist. 

In  the  Westminster  County  Court  on  December  10  Judge 
Lumley  Smith,  Q  C,  had  before  him  the  case  of  Wood  v. 
Goddard,  in  which  the  plaintiff  applied  for  an  order  of  com- 
mittal against  the  debtor,  who  was  described  as  a  chemist 
carrying  on  business  at  Northampton  on  his  own  account. 
The  judgment  debt  was  for  glass  bottles  supplied  in  the 
way  of  his  trade,  and  as  he  was  said  to  be  in  a  good  way  of 
business,  the  plaintiff  asked  for  an  order  for  payment  of 
the  whole  amount  forthwith.  The  debtor  did  not  appear, 
and  his  Honour  made  an  order  for  payment  of  the  amount 
due  in  a  month,  or,  in  default,  committal  to  Holloway  for 
twelve  days. 

Stealing  from  a  Chemist. 

At  the  West  London  Police  Court  last  week,  Frank  Taylor- 
CIS),  of  Croomer  Road,  Fulham,  was  charged  with  stealing 
3s.  3d.  belonging  to  Mr.  W.  V.  Wright,  chemist,  Broadway,. 
Hammersmith.  The  prosecutor  said  the  prisoner  entered  his 
service  as  porter  on  the  previous  Saturday.  On  the  Monday 
he  missed  a  half-crown  from  his  pocket.  Subsequently  3s  3d. 
was  lost  from  his  coat -pocket.  Then  he  sent  for  a  constable, 
and  the  prisoner  produced  the  3*.  3d  which  he  had  taken. 
Mr.  Lane  remanded  the  prisoner  to  ascertain  whether  a  former 
employer  would  take  him  back  into  his  service. 

Fires. 

A  serious  fire  occurred  on  a  baker's  premises  at  334 
Kennington  Road  on  December  5,  when  some  damage  was 
done  to  the  adjoining  premises,  occupied  by  Mr.  W.  H.  White, 
chemist. 

On  Sunday  morning  last,  about  half-past  6,  Mr.  John. 
Hunter,  chemist  and  druggist,  High  Street,  Willington,  went 
down  stairs  with  a  lighted  candle,  and  on  entering  the  shop 
an  explosion  of  accumulated  gas  took  place,  with  the  result 
that  he  was  burned  about  the  face  and  hands  and  the 
whole  shop  was  set  on  fire.  Assistance,  however,  was  speedily 
at  hand,  but  the  flames  had  got  a  strong  hold  and  the  shop 
was  gutted  throughout.  By  half-past  8  the  fire  was 
subdued,  though  not  until  damage  estimated  at  700Z.  (covered 
by  insurance)  had  been  done. 

Messrs.  Evans,  Sons  &  Co.  and  the  Ancient  Lights. 
In  the  Lancashire  Chancery  Court  on  Monday,  before 
Vice-Chancellor  Hall,  counsel  for  Messrs.  Evans,  Sons  &  Co. 
made  a  representation  to  his  Lordship,  from  which  it 
appeared  that  the  plaintiff,  to  whom  was  awarded  150Z. 
damages,  had  kept  back  the  fact  that  she  had  assigned  her 
interest  in  her  lease,  and  that,  therefore,  Messrs.  Evans 
were  fightiDg  a  litigant  who  might  be  an  impecunious  one. 
It  was  asked  that  she  might  be  deprived  of  her  costs.  The 
Vice-Chancellor  decided  that  the  assignees  should  be  added 
as  defendants.   No  substantial  injustice  would  be  done,  as 


December  14,  1895 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


849 


if  the  present  facts  had  been  in  his  mind  the  result  would 
•have  been  precisely  the  same,  as  he  gave  judgment  for  the 
damages  done  to  the  person  entitled  to  the  lease  for  the 
time  mentioned.  He  was  satisfied  that  there  was  serious 
risk  on  the  ground  of  impecuniosity,  but  he  would  not  inter- 
fere with  the  costs  of  the  action,  but  would  allow  the  costs 
-of  the  present  application  to  be  paid  out  of  the  150Z. 

Mischievous  Boys. 

At  Grantham  Police  Court,  Mr.  J.  Fillingham,  chemist, 
80  West  Gate,  summoned  two  boys,  9  years  of  age  each,  for 
wilfully  damaging  enamelled  letters  "  from  John  Bell  &  Co., 
London"  on  his  window.  The  letters  had  been  damaged 
-several  times  before.  This  time  the  boys  were  seen  to  pull 
off  the  letters  "n  "  and  "  d."  He  did  not  wish  to  press  the 
charge  if  the  parents  would  undertake  to  give  the  boys  a 
"flogging.  The  parents  promised,  and  the  boys  were  dis- 
charged on  payment  of  the  costs — 2s.  each. 

Kentish  Drugs. 

The  Kent  County  Council  has  received  a  report  from  the 
public  analyst  which  records  a  higher  rate  of  adulteration 
than  has  recently  prevailed,  the  increase  being  found  in 
drugs  and  not  in  foods.  The  drugs  of  which  samples  were 
■found  to  be  adulterated  were  chiefly  sweet  spirit  of  nitre, 
■beeswax,  paregoric,  and  tincture  of  rhubarb. 

The  Anti-cutting  Scheme  at  Birmingham. 

The  meeting  held  last  week  at  Birmingham  on  the  invita- 
tion of  the  Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association  to  take  into 
■consideration  the  suggestions  made  by  Mr.  E.  J.  Smith 
(reported  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  November  23, 
1895)  was  a  very  enthusiastic  one.  It  was  considered  that 
the  discussion  would  be  freer  if  reporters  were  not  admitted, 
so  that  we  are  not  able  to  give  a  detailed  account  of  the 
proceedings,  but  we  have  ascertained  that  the  room  at  the 
Grand  Hotel  in  which  the  meeting  was  held  was  packed, 
nearly  a  hundred  chemists  being  present,  including  men  who 
■have  never  been  to  a  meeting  of  the  Association  before.  A 
resolution  was  agreed  to  appointing  about  a  dozen  chemists 
a  committee,  to  be  called  the  Trade  Section,  to  inquire 
further  into  the  matter,  and  work  in  conjunction  with  the 
-London  and  other  bran  ches  in  the  provinces  about  to  be  started. 


Editor  is  obliged  to  correspondents  icho 
send  local  newspapers  containing  items 
of  interest  to  the  trade.  He  will  be 
furUier  obliged  if  such  paragraphs  be 
marked  in  all  cases. 


Personal. 

The  estate  of  the  late  Dr.  E.  M.  Gleesoc  apothecary, 
Athlone,  who  died  a  few  weeks  ago,  has  been  sworn  at 
107,0007. 

Mr.  P.  J.  D.  Fielding,  F.C.S.  and  M  P  S.I ,  has  been 
appointed  manager  of  Messrs.  Wm.  Harrington  &  Son 
(Limited),  Cork. 

Mr.  James  Shanks,  J  P ,  chemist,  and  ex-Lord  Mayor  of 
Dublin,  has  resigned  the  office  of  town  councillor,  and 
declines  to  reconsider  his  detei  ruination  to  retire  from  the 
City  Hall. 

Mr.  Alfred  Boyd,  of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Boileau  &  Boy  d 
<Liuiifced),  chemists  and  druggists,  DubliD,  last  week  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  from  the  Dublin 
University  (Trinity  College). 

An  Unsanitary  Dispensary. 
The  Clonmel  Board  of  Guardians  have  been  fined  20s.  and 
costs  for  keeping  the  apothecary's  premises  and  the  dispen- 
sary attached  to  the  Union  in  an  unsanitary  condition.  An 
appeal  from  the  decision  is  entered. 


The  Sale  of  Flax-seed 

The  case  of  McClosky  v.  Donnell  &  Co.  came  last  week 
before  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  DubliD,  on  an  appeal  by 
the  defendant  to  set  aside  a  verdict  for  551.  odd  given 
against  him  at  Londonderry  in  an  action  for  alleged  damages 
sustained  by  the  plaintiff  through  the  sale  by  the  defendant 
of  a  quantity  of  flax-seed  as  Sperling  Yearling,  but  which 
was  of  a  brand  known  as  Ruckers.  The  Court  reduced  the 
verdict  to  21.  15s. 

Club  Soda. 

Messrs.  Cantrell  &  Cochrane,  mineral-water  manufacturers, 
Dublin  and  Bslfast,  have  brought  before  the  Judicial  Com- 
mittee of  the  Privy  Council  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court  on  an  action  brought  by  them  against  a  rival 
trader  named  MacNish,  who,  it  was  alleged  by  the  appellants, 
unlawfully  made  use  of  their  registered  trade  mark  "  Club 
Soda."  Since  1877  Messrs.  Cantrell  &  Cochrane  had  made 
and  sold  a  quality  of  soda-water  under  the  name  and 
desciiption  of  "  Club  Soda."  The  bottles  containing  the 
beverage  were  labelled  as  follows  :  "  Cantrell  &  Cochrane's 
Super  Carbonated  Club  Soda  (specially  prepared).  Thir'y-one 
Gold  and  Prize  Medals  awarded.  Works,  Dublin  and  Belfast." 
And  underneath  were  the  words,  "Manufactured  in  Ireland  by 
Her  Majesty's  Royal  Letters  Patent,''  and  at  the  sides, 
■'  Registered  Trade-mark."  The  respondents  were  agents  for 
an  American  whisky  called  "  Club  Whiskey  "  In  1891  they 
commenced  the  manufacture  of  soda-water,  which  they 
labelled  "  MacNish's  Crystal  Club  Soda.  Silver  Medal  for 
Aerated  Waters.  Gold  Medal  for  finest  Fruit  Syrup."  They 
contended  that  purchasers  could  not  b3  deceived  into 
believing  that  the  soda-water  was  that  of  the  appellants'. 
The  case  was  tried  and  won  in  the  first  Court  by  MacNish 
&  Son,  and  on  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  the  verdict 
remained  unaltered,  two  of  the  judges  holding  that  the 
statement  of  the  appellants'  label,  "  Manufactured  in  Ireland 
by  Her  Majesty's  Royal  Letters  Patent,"  was  a  misrepresenta- 
tion of  fact  which  disentitled  the  appellants  to  relief.  At 
the  close  of  the  arguments,  which  lasted  two  days,  the 
Council  reserved  judgment. 

Business  Extension. 

Messrs  Grirfm'd  newly-built  pharmacy  in  South  Great 
George's  Street,  Dublin,  has  just  been  opened.  The  shop  is 
a  handsome  one,  and  a  credit  to  the  Irish  chemical  and 
drug  trade. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland. 

The  Preliminary  examination  will  take  place  on  Monday, 
January  6,  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Licence  examination  on 
Wednesday,  January  8,  and  following  days.  Applications 
should  be  lodged  with  the  Registrar  by  Monday,  December  23, 
in  the  case  of  the  former,  and  by  Tuesday,  December  24, 
in  the  case  of  the  latter  examination. 

Pharmaceutical  Chemists'  and  Apothecaries'  Assistants' 
Association  of  Ireland. 

An  extraordinary  general  meeting  of  the  members  of  this 
Association  was  held  at  the  XL  Cafe,  Grafton  Street,  DubliD, 
on  December  6— Mr.  W.  McCarthy,  L  P  S  I.  (Vice  President), 
and  subsequently  Mr.  James  B.  Alister,  M. P.S.I.  (President), 
in  the  chair.  On  the  motion  oE  Mr.  W.  Payne,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Harris,  it  was  unanimously  resolved  to  hold  the  meetings 
fortnightly  in  future,  on  Fridays,  at  8  30  p  m  ,  for  the  present 
in  the  XL  Cafe.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Harris,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Wilkin,  it  was  resolved  to  send  a  letter  to  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Ireland,  askiDg  for  the  privilege  of  using 
one  of  their  rooms  at  Mount  Street  for  the  fortnightly 
meetings  of  the  Association.  It  was  stated  by  several 
speakers  that  one  reason  for  submitting  this  request  was 
that  the  Association  wished  to  show  their  desire  to  be  looked 
upon  as  in  no  respect  hostile  to  the  parent  Society. 

How  they  Elect  Coroners  in  Ireland, 

The  town  of  Ennis,  co.  Clare,  was  thrown  into  great  excite- 
ment on  Monday  last  over  the  nomination  of  a  county 
coroner,  for  which  office  there  are  two  candidates,  a  doctor 
and  a  solicitor.  What  will  take  place  on  election -day  it  is 
impossible  to  say ;  at  this  preliminary  stage  there  were  a 
number  of  broken  heads,  notwithstanding  the  presence  of 
one  hundred  extra  police. 
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Soda-water  Well  Up  ! 
Messrs.  Thwaites  &  Co.  (Limited),  Dublin,  mineral- water 
manufacturers,  have  declared  dividends  of  5  per  cent,  on 
preference,  and  7  per  cent,  on  ordinary,  shares  for  the  past 
half-year. 


jfrencb  1Rem 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.") 


Prescriptions  and  Illegible  Signatures.— A  Paris 
pharmacist  was  condemned,  at  the  Tenth  Tribunal  Chamber 
la9t  week,  to  pay  a  fine  of  500f.  for  having  dispensed  a 
prescription  for  whooping  cough  on  a  recipe  beating  an 
illegible  signature,  which  had  been  written  by  a  quack 
doctor  without  a  diploma.  The  judgment  was  as  follows  :  — 
"  Whereas,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  law,  a  pharmacist 
ought  not  to  deliver  drugs  except  against  a  doctor's  prescrip- 
tion, he  is  obliged  to  verify  not  only  if  the  recipe  is  in  order, 
but  also  if  it  is  in  reality  signed  by  a  doctor,  which  he  has 
evidently  not  done  when  the  signature  is  illegible  and  may 
have  been  written  by  the  first  comer." 

The  Privilege  op  Pharmacists. — An  interesting  case 
touching  the  privilege  of  pharmacists  with  respect  to  their 
accounts  in  case  of  the  bankruptcy  of  a  patient  has  just  been 
tried  before  the  Tribunal  of  Commerce  at  Tours.  M.  L'Hopita- 
lier,  on  behalf  of  tne  Syndicate  of  Pharmacists  of  that  town, 
contended  that  in  case  of  the  bankruptcy  of  the  head  of  a 
family  to  which  drugs  and  medicines  have  been  supplied, 
the  pharmacist  is  not  obliged  to  justify  on  his  bill  the  identity 
of  the  patient — in  fact,  professional  secrecy  is  opposed  to  his 
so  doing — and  that  he  is  a  privileged  creditor.  The  tribunal 
did  not,  however,  support  this  view,  but  held  that  the 
pharmacist,  together  with  the  physician,  could  only  be 
considered  to  have  a  privilege  over  other  creditors  in  the 
event  of  the  malady  having  proved  fatal  to  the  head  of  the 
family,  and  it  must  be  proved  that  the  medicaments  were 
supplied  to  him.  In  the  case  in  question  no  death  ensued, 
and  consequently  judgment  was  given  to  the  effect  that  the 
pharmacist's  account  in  contention  must  figure  amongst  the 
other  liabilities  of  the  bankrupt's  estate.  The  French  law 
on  this  point  appears  ambiguous.  It  gives  doctors  and 
pharmacists  a  privilege  on  the  furniture,  after  law  costs  and 
funeral  expenses,  among  outlays  incurred  during  the  "  last 
illness,"  but  it  would  be  curious  if  the  law  means  that 
practitioners  of  the  healing  art  have  an  interest  not  to  do 
their  best  for  patients  in  needy  circumstances.  It  is  likely 
that  the  case  in  question  will  be  taken  to  a  higher  tribunal, 
when  the  subject  of  the  identity  of  the  patient  will  probably 
be  more  fully  discussed. 

Eau  de  Botot. — Another  lawsuit  concerning  Eau  de 
Botot  has  recently  been  tried  in  Paris.    Madame  Charcot, 
proprietress  of  the  original  trade-mark,  claims  that  M. 
Charrieaux  had  fraudulently  imitated  the  plaintiff's  trade- 
mark, and  accuses  M.  Olivier  of  selling  bottles  of  Eau  de 
Botot  bearing  the  fraudulent  ticket.    In  defence,  Charrieaux 
contended  that  the  name  "  Botot  "  has  become  public  pro- 
perty, that  the  product  attacked  wa^  identical  with  that 
manufactured  by  the  plaintiff,  and  that  at  various  times 
since  1819  the  plaintiff  or  her  predecessors  have  conceded 
the  right  to  various  perfumers  to  use  the  words  "  Eau  elite 
de  Botot "  on  their  labels ;  further,  that  his  firm  has  made 
use  of  the  phrase  "Eau  inventee  par  Botot"  since  1858.  In 
summing-up  the  Judge  dwelt  at  considerable  length  on  these 
points.    He  showed  that  the  property  in  a  name  is  not  lost 
except  by  consent  of  the  owner,  or  by  long  use  which  might 
give  a  taoit  consent.    Such,  he  held,  is  not  the  case  with  the 
product  in  question.    The  name  "Botot"  has  always  been 
protected,  and  a  protest  against  it3  fraudulent  use  was 
published  in  the  Moniteur  as  far  back  as  1793.    Botot's  heirs 
won  a  lawsuii  in  1830,  though  in  1819,  when  they  brought 
another  case  forward,  the  tribunal  of  that  time  decided  that 
the  name  "  Botot "  had  fallen  into  the  public  domain.  In 
th.3  present  instance,  however,  the  Judge  held  that  the  Judge 
in  that  instance  probably  ignored  certain  documents  that  are 
now  produced.    He  also  added  that  French  jurisprudence  in 
1849  did  nol  consider  it  an  infringement  to  use  a  commercial 


name  with  certain  variations,  but  this  has  since  been  altered. 
It  was  further  shown  that  the  right  to  use  the  phrase  "  Eau 
inventee  par  Botot "  was  withdrawn  in  1863.  A  lawsuit 
brought  in  1866  against  certain  manufacturers  who  had) 
appropriated  the  trade- mark  in  question  was  successful. 
With  regard  to  the  contention  that  the  name  "  Botot "  is- 
identified  with  the  product  manufactured,  the  judgment 
reads—"  The  proprietors  of  this  speciality  have  continued  to- 
keep  the  recipe  a  secret,  and  although  this  secret  may  have 
been  discovered  by  means  of  analysis,  it  does  not  prove  that 
the  composition  of  the  water  is  properly  known,  and  it  is. 
doubtful  whether  dealers  selling  '  Eau  dite  de  Botot '  supply 
the  same  product  as  the  inventor."  With  regard  to  the 
imitated  label,  it  was  decided  that,  although  not  absolutely 
identical,  it  was  such  a  close  resemblance  to  the  original  as. 
to  be  misleading.  The  case  against  M.  Olivier  was  also  con- 
sidered as  proved,  and  he  was  fined  100f.,  M.  Charrieaux 
being  mulcted  in  l,000f.  The  two  defendants  were  also 
ordered  to  pay  for  the  advertisement  of  the  judgment  in  two- 
newspapers.  An  important  part  of  the  judgment  is  that  it 
specifies  very  distinctly  that  "  Madame  Charcot  has  the  com- 
plete, absolute,  and  exclusive  right  to  the  name  'Botot' 
under  whatever  form  it  may  be  used." 


PARIS  SOCIETY  OF  PHARMACY. 

At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Society,  held  on  Wednesday 
last  week,  M.  Jullien  presided,  and  the  proceedings  com- 
menced by  a  paper  by  M.  Grimbert  on  "  The  Action  of 
Friedlander's  Pneumococcus  on  Sugar."  Frankland  and  his 
pupils  in  1891  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  this  organism, 
which  causes  the  fermentation  of  glucose,  mannite, 
saccharose,  and  lactose,  is  without  action  on  glycerine  and 
dulcite.  The  products  formed  were  ethylalchol,  acetic  acid, 
and  a  trace  of  fatty  acid.  M.  Grimbert  has  repeated  the 
experiments,  and  has  obtained  different  results.  The 
pneumococcus  fermented  glucose,  galactose,  arabinose, 
mannite,  saccharose,  maltose,  lactose,  and  dextrin,  and 
energetically  attacked  glycerine  and  dulcite.  The  products 
of  fermentation  varied  with  the  nature  of  the  sugar  em- 
ployed, and  were  ethylic  alcohol,  acetic,  lactic,  and  succinic 
acids.  For  example,  while  mannite  produces  lactic  acid, 
dulcite  gives  succinic  acid.  M.  Grimbert  has  charitably 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  are  at  least  two  varieties 
of  the  pneumococcus — one  with  and  the  other  without  action 
upon  glycerine. 

M.  Berlioz  then  presented  a  paper  by  M.  Lepinois,  "  A 
Contribution  towards  the  Study  of  the  Acidity  of  Urine  "  in 
which  the  author  concludes  that  the  acidity  of  urine  should 
always  be  reckoned  upon  the  liquid  when  cold. 

M.  Bocquillon  presented  the  report  of  the  committee 
charged  to  examine  the  prize  essays.  Only  two  had  been 
submitted — one  by  M.  Gnerin,  on  "  The  Localisation  of  Two 
Alkaloids  (Acetyline  and  Phthisine)  "  :  this  got  a  gold  medal. 
M.  Lutz,  the  second  essayist,  wrote  on  "  Gums,"  and  got  a 
silver  medal. 

MM.  Sonnerat,  Yvon,  Crinon,  and  Thibault  were  the 
candidates  for  the  vice-presidential  chair.  The  papers  were 
handed  round  by  the  portly  but  active  hall-porter.  Some  of 
the  members,  possibly  advocates  for  exercise  as  a  remedy 
for  obesity,  evidently  made  a  point  of  waiting  till  he  was  at 
the  further  end  of  the  room  to  reclaim  "  Un  bulletin  ici !  " 
in  a  loud  and  aggrieved  tone.  A  neat  metal  urn  was  cir- 
culated by  the  official,  and  the  President  opened  and 
counted.  After  a  long  alternation  of  "Yvon"  and  '  Son- 
nerat," M.  Crinon's  name  finally  appeared  for  the  first  time. 

"  At  last ! "  said  the  candidate,  with  an  expression  of 
mock  relief,  which  caused  loud  laughter,  in  which  he  most 
heartily  joined. 

"Yvon,  14;  Sonnerat,  10;  Thibault,  4;  Crinon,  3.  No 
result,"  pronounced  M.  Jullien. 

Again  did  the  perspiting  official  wend  his  active  round, 
and  M.  Sonnerat  was  finally  elected,  having  17  votes  out  of 
31  present. 

For  the  secretaryship  M.  Viron  simply  "  walked  over  the 
course,"  the  first  "  scrutin  "  giving  him  18  votes,  as  against 
9  for  M.  Lafond  and  3  for  M,  Rousseau.  The  re-u  t  was 
received  with  loud  clapping,  started  by  M.  Lafond  himself, 
and  one  of  the  most  genial  meetings  on  record  broke  up 
about  3  30  p  m. 
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The  following  notes  are  based  upon  information  contained 
in  the  November  issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  oj 
Australasia,  published  at  Melbourne  Copies  of  that  journal 
(price  6d.  each)  may  be  had  from  the  publisher,  42  Cannon 
Street,  B.C. 

Politicians  Stand  Firm  on  Steedman's  Powders. — 
The  recent  increase  in  the  duty  on  patent  medicines  in  New 
Zealand  to  40  per  cent,  ad  vol.  has  given  the  chemists  a 
chance  to  get  back  a  portion  of  their  lost  profits.  Patent 
medicines  have  been  actually  selling  at  a  loss,  at  the 
same  time  cutting  into  chemists'  own  proprietary  articles. 
Already,  the  chemists  of  Wellington  have  unanimously 
agreed  to  a  new  price-list  of  patents,  &c,  to  meet  the  ad- 
vanced tariff  It  is  not  intended  to  ask  for  bigh  prices,  but 
to  secure  uniformity.  Much  friction  is  taking  place  between 
Wellington  chemists  and  their  customers  about  the  advanced 
price  of  patents,  and,  generally  speakirjg,  those  who  object 
the  most  are  the  supporters  of  the  Government.  They  will 
come  and  ask  for  Steedman's  Powders,  &c,  placing  Is.  3d.  on 
the  counter.  When  told  that  the  price  is  Is.  6d ,  owing  to 
rise  of  duty,  they  protest  that,  having  paid  Is.  3d.  for  so  long, 
they  are  not  going  to  pay  more  now. 

The  New  Zealand  Pharmacy  Bill. — The  New  Zealand 
Pharmacy  Bill  is  dead.  It  has  suffered  shipwreck  upon  the 
unwillingness  of  the  bulk  of  the  registered  chemists  of  the 
colony  to  allow  men,  now  unqualified,  but  carrjiDg  on 
business  as  herbalists,  &c  ,  mostly  in  out-of-the-way  places, 
to  be  incorporated  into  their  ranks.  That  was  the  price 
the  pharmacists  were  asked  to  pay  for  an  Act  that  would 
have  conferred  substantial  benefits  upon  them,  and  they 
refused.  The  signal  was  a  letter  from  the  New  Zealand 
Minister  for  Railways  (who  had  charge  of  the  Bill)  to  the 
Pharmacy  Board,  stating  that,  owing  to  the  very  conflicting 
opinions  among  members  of  Parliament,  and  the  number  of 
letters  and  telegrams  received  by  the  Government,  com- 
plaining of  various  clauses  of  the  Bill,  as  well  as  the  feeling 
that  the  proposed  amendments  would  not  be  favourably 
received  by  the  chemists  themselves,  the  Government  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  was  no  alternative  but  to 
drop  the  measure  altogether. 

"Hunting  the  Cocaixe  Bug." — At  a  recent  meeting  of 
the  Victorian  branch  of  the  British  Medical  Association  a 
paper,  erjtitled  "  The  Confessions  of  a  Cocainist,"  was  read 
by  Dr.  J.  W.  Springthorpe.  It  is  an  account  of  personal 
experiences,  written  by  a  medical  man  of  great  mental 
endowments,  who  had  become  a  devotee  of  cocaine  Ac- 
cording to  him,  the  cocainist  is  distinguishable  by  his 
neglected  appearance,  of  which  he  seems  completely 
urjaware,  his  dilated  pupil,  restlessness,  hallucinations, 
and  expressions  of  anguish.  One  striking  symptom 
is  "hunting  the  cocaine  bag."  ,:You  imagine,"  says  the 
writer,  "  that  in  your  skin  are  worms  or  similar  thirgs 
moving  along.  If  you  touch  them  with  wool,  and  especially 
with  absorbent  wool,  they  run  away  and  disappear,  only  to 
peep  cautiously  out  of  soma  corner  to  see  if  there  is  any 
danger.  These  worms  are  projected  only  on  the  cocainist's 
own  person  or  clothing.  He  sees  them  on  his  linen,  in 
his  skin,  creeping  along  his  penholder,  but  not  on  other 
people  or  things,  and  not  on  clothes  brought  clean  from  the 
laundry  "  This  symptom  shows  itself  after  a  relatively  short 
time  of  indulgence.  In  the  discussion  which  followed,  Dr. 
Mullen  said  that  one  practical  point  was  that  such  a  drug 
as  cocaine  should  be  put  on  the  list  of  poisons.  He  made 
a  motion  to  that  effect,  which  was  seconded  and  carried. 
At  the  meeting  of  the  Pharmacy  Board  of  Victoria,  in  Sep- 
tember, the  matter  was  discussed,  and  it  was  pointed  out 
that  cocaine  came  under  the  line  in  the  first  part  of  the 
schedule,  which  included  "  all  poisonous  vegetable  alkaloids 
and  their  salts,"  and  that,  therefore,  cocaine  and  its  prepara- 
tions should  only  be  sold,  properly  labelled,  to  persons  knoivn 
to  the  seller,  and  that  each  sale  should  be  registered. 

Pharmacy  Law  in  Western  Australia. — The  new 
regulations  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Western 
Australia,  to  which  we  alluded  in  our  last  "  Australasian 
News,"  will  practically  make  it  impossible  for  British  and 
e "IffiEial  pharmacists  to  carry  on  business  legally  in  Western  | 


Australia.  Chemists  from  the  United  Kingdom  are  to  toe 
admitted  to  registration  on  the  condition  that  the  British 
and  Irish  Societies  recognise  on  equal  terms  the  certificate 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Western  Australia.  It  is 
not  very  likely  that  the  British  Society  will  even  take  the 
matter  into  consideration.  As  regards  qualified  chemists  of 
the  other  colonies,  the  position  seems  even  more  difficult. 
By  the  regulations,  which,  however,  may  be  more  easily 
altered  than  the  law,  the  Westralian  Society  can  refuse 
registration  of  any  colonial  certificate  until  it  is  recog- 
nised as  a  registrable  justification  throughout  Australia. 
It  is  not  merely  sufficient  for  the  chemists,  say,  in  Victoria 
to  raise  their  standard  to  the  level  which  Western  Australian 
pharmacists  consider  high  enough,  but  the  Victorians 
must  secure  recognition  in  every  one  of  the  other  colonies 
before  Westralia  will  open  its  door  to  chemists  with  a 
Victorian  qualification.  Western  Australia,  therefore,  is 
now  the  closest  of  close  boroughs.  There  are  about  60 
registered  chemists  in  the  colony.  The  number  will  only 
be  added  to  as  young  men  are  apprenticed  to  Western 
Australian  chemists,  and  subsequently  pass  the  examinations. 
Western  Australian  chemists  can  certainly  expect  that 
the  supply  of  apprentices  offering  will  be  fairly  large. 
They  will  be  able  to  secure  premiums,  and  as  much  cheap 
assistance  in  their  business  as  they  desire,  bat  it  seems 
highly  probable  that  their  anticipations  as  to  securing  the 
monopoly  of  the  business  will  not  be  entirely  realised.  If 
the  population  of  Western  Australia  continues  to  increase  as- 
rapidly  as  in  the  last  two  or  three  years,  there  will  soon  be 
a  demand  for  chemists'  shops  which  cannot  be  completely 
supplied  by  the  present  registered  men.  In  that  case 
"  doctors'  shops"  will  spring  up  everywhere,  or  there  will  be 
a  large  invasion  of  registered  men  who  will  carry  on  business 
in  defiance  of  the  law. 

A  Dispensing  Chemist — Two  important  pharmaceutical 
cases  relative  to  the  prescribing-rights  of  pharmacists  were 
decided  in  Melbourne  recently.  The  first  of  them  was  heard 
in  the  District  Court  on  September  30,  when  Thomas  Evans, 
a  school-teacher,  prosecuted  Mr.  W.  H.  Terry,  a  prominent- 
Melbourne  pharmaceutical  chemist,  on  three  charges,  viz.  : — 
Pretending  to  be  an  apothecary ;  pretending  to  be  a  surgeon 
apothecary ;  and  prescribing  outside  his  open  shop.  Mr. 
Terry,  according  to  the  prosecuting  counsel,  had  attended 
the  informant's  wife  during  illness  in  1894-95,  prescribed  for 
her,  and  given  her  medicines.  He  had  assured  her  husband 
that  he  could  cure  her,  and  denied  that  she  was  suffering 
from  tumour.  Yet  in  May  of  this  year  Dr.  Cook  had  removed 
a  large  tumour  from  her  body,  and  ten  days  after  the  opera- 
tion she  died.  Mr.  Evans,  the  informant,  said  that  when  he 
first  met  defendant  Mrs.  Evans  was  ill  at  her  mother's 
residence  in  Caulfield.  Defendant,  who  lived  in  the  same 
street,  was  called  in  at  the  wish  of  Mrs.  Elans'  friends,  and 
continued  to  attend  her  for  some  time.  He  made  notes  in  a 
pocket-book,  and  said  he  would  send  up  medicines.  The 
medicines  were  brought  in  the  evening,  and  with  the  parcel 
the  prescription  handed  in.  The  medicines  were  sometimes 
brought  to  the  house  by  defendant  himself,  and  sometimes 
called  for  at  his  shop  in  Bourke  Street.  For  these  medicines 
and  "attendance"  witness  had  paid  defendant  seme  371. 
odd.  Witness  had  never  been  under  the  impression  that 
defendant  was  a  regular  medical  man.  He  knew  he  was  a 
chemist.,  and  thought  he  was  an  apothecary  or  "  the  lowest 
kind  of  medical  practitioner."  The  secretary  of  the  Medical 
Board  had  refused  to  proceed  against  Terry  on  his  informa- 
tion. It  was  true  he  had  tried  to  strike  a  bargain  with 
defendant  on  the  "  no  cure,  no  pay  "  basis,  but  this  defendant 
had  refused.  For  the  defence  it  was  argued  that  the  Medical. 
Act  (1890),  under  which  the  action  was  brought  preserved 
to  chemists  the  rights  they  had  previously  held,  including 
that  of  prescribing  in  "open  shop"  for  any  suffering  person. 
The  law  did  not  prevent  a  chemist  '  pr 'scribing"  in  his  shop 
for  anyone  suffering  from  headache  or  other  complaint,  and 
supplying  medicines  to  remove  it.  There  wa3  no  evidence 
that  defendant  had  done  other  than  this.  Toe  "  prescrip- 
tion "  put.  in  was  written  in  his  shop,  and  not  „c  the  patient's 
house.  Defendant  lived  opposite  Mrs  Wood'o  flouse  in  Caul- 
field,  and  was  called  in  as  a  neighboui.  There  was  no 
evidence  of  pretendiog  to  be  an  apothecary.  The  word 
"attendance"  in  the  accounts  could  not  be  60  construed, 
otherwise  masseurs  and  other  profecsiorals  would  be  pre- 


852 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


December  14,  1898 


vented  by  the  Act  from  charging  for  their  services.  Several 
of  the  deceased  lady's  relatives  testified  that  she  had  been 
much  benefited  by  Terry's  treatment,  and  that  Mr.  Evans 
quite  understood  who  and  what  Terry  was.  The  Bench  held 
that  the  first  charge  had  been  proved,  the  Bench  held  that 
illegal  practice  had  been  proved;  but  as  it  was  not  sur- 
rounded by  the  objectionable  features  usual  in  such  cases, 
and  as  the  informant,  to  whom  belonged  any  fine  that  might 
be  inflicted,  was  really  an  inducing  party,  they  would 
make  the  penalty  nominal— 51.  without  costs.  The  two 
other  counts  were  dismissed.  Four  days  later  Mr.  Terry  sued 
Evans  in  the  Melbourne  County  Court  for  81  Is.  for  goods 
supplied,  and  Evans  counterclaimed  371.  Qs.  6d.  money 
alleged  to  have  been  paid  under  a  mistake  of  fict,  or  alterna- 
tively by  mistake  of  law,  or  through  Terry's  false  pretence  or 
misrepresentation.  The  result  was  a  verdict  for  defendant, 
with  costs,  and  the  dismissal  of  the  countei  claim. 

What  do  Caeboys  Imply?— The  Queensland  Pharmacy 
Act  provides  that  a  man  shall  not  style  himself,  or  imply 
that  he  is,  a  homoeopathic  chemist  unless  he  is  first  regis- 
tered as  a  pharmaceutical  chemist,  and  says  that  if  a  man 
uses  a  title,  term,  or  sign  which  "  may  be  construed  "  so  as 
bo  lead  a  person  to  take  him  for  a  chemist  he  breaks  the 
law.  Relying  upon  this  provision,  the  Queensland  Pharmacy 
Board  recently  prosecuted  a  Mr.  H.  R.  Dixon,  an  unregis- 
tered man,  who  styled  himself  "  manufacturer  of  homoeo- 
pathic medicines."  Dixon  was  charged  with  exhibiting  the 
words  "  manufactmrer  of  homoeopathic  medicines,"  and 
carboys  filled  with  coloured  hquid,  which  were  signs  that 
might  be  construed  to  mean  that  he  was  qualified  to  perform 
the  duties  of  a  pharmaceutical  chemist.  Dixon  was  fined 
Zl  and  costs,  and,  after  consideration,  decided  not  to  appeal. 


Ms  F.  W.  EDWABD3,  chemist  and  druggist,  Holme,  ha3 
been  elected  a  member  of  the  Holme  School  Board. 

Me  J.  H.  Ceane  has  been  appointed  dispenser  at  the 
Brompton  Consumption  Hospital  in  succession  to  Mr.  J. 
Leech,  who  died  in  July  last." 

Me.  William  J.  B  Cbanch,  chemist,  at  South  Brent, 
Devon,  has  been  appointed  manager  of  the  South  Brent 
Branch  of  the  Cornish  Bank  (Limited). 

Me.  Enoch  Palmer,  chemist  and  Mayor  of  Grimsby,  has 
incurred  the  disfavour  of  some  of  his  constituents  by  declin- 
ing the  presidency  of  the  local  Football  League. 

Me.  W.  J.  Babnes,  chemist,  of  Dover,  has  been  presented 
by  the  Friendly  Societies  of  the  town  with  some  handsome 
pieces  of  plate  and  an  illuminated  address  on  the  occasion  of 
ilia  recent  marriage. 

The  narSe  of  Mr.  E.  Saville  Peck,  M  RS.,  Hon.  Secretary 
of  the  Cambridge  Pharmaceutical  Association,  appears 
second  in  the  first  class  of  the  chemistry  special,  part  1,  for 
the  Cambridge  B  A.  degree. 

Beo.  G  Simp30N,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  bsen  presented 
with  a  valuable  gold  jewel  and  a  silver  snuff  box,  from  the 
Alnwick  Lodge  of  Freemasons,  No.  1,167,  in  recognition  of 
his  services  as  treasurer  to  the  lodge  ;  also  a  brooch  for  Mrs. 
Simpson. 

A  beautiful  marble  tablet  on  a  granite  slab  has  been 
placed  on  the  wall  of  the  City  Temple,  Holborn  Viaduct,  at 
the  side  of  the  pulpit,  by  the  employes  of  Messrs.  Burroughs, 
Wellcome  &  Co.,  in  memory  of  the  late  Mr.  S.  M.  Burroughs. 
A  wreath  of  lilies  surrounds  the  following  inscription  : — 

This  tablet  is  erected  in  remembrance  of  Silas  Mainville  Burroughs  by 
the  employes  of  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Oo.,  to  place  on  record  the  esteem 
and  affection  in  which  they  hold  his  memory,  their  grateful  recognition 
of  his  constant  desire  to  promote  their  happiness  and  welfare,  and  their 
•deep  sorrow  at  his  death,  which  occurred,  after  a  very  short  illness,  in 
thi  Riviera  on  the  5th  of  February,  1395,  in  the  49th  year  of  his  age. 

Oil  the  base  of  the  tablet  are  quoted  the  words,  "  As  for 
man,  his  days  are  as  grass ;  as  a  flower  of  the  field  so  he 
flourisheth.  For  the  wind  passetb.  over  it  and  it  is  gone,  and 
the  place  thereof  shall  know  it  no  more."  The  work  has 
been  execu'ed  by  Mr.  E.  J.  Physick. 


WioveltieB. 


A  NEW  PUMP. 
Messes.  W.  H.  Willcox  &  Co.,  of  Southwark  Street,  have 
made  an  important  improvement  in  the  construction  of 
pumps,  which  is  incorporated  in  their  new  semi-rotary 
patent  pumps.  In  these  a  full  stroke  on  either  side  empties 
or  discharges  the  whole  of  the  liquor  from  the  suction  and 
delivery  pipes.  This  is  of  much  importance  in  cases  where 
the  pump  is  used  for  different  liquids,  as  it  prevents  waste, 
and  also  prevents  the  mixture  of  one  liquor  with  another. 
The  pumps  thus  improved  are  practically  anti-freezing,  as  by 
taking  advantage  of  the  automatic  discharging  arrangement 
the  suction  and  delivery  pipes  can  at  all  times  be  emptied. 
They  can  be  fixed  to  work  by  hand  or  by  power,  and  will 
pump  anything  that  is  liquid  from  680  to  tar  or  pitch. 

NEO-KOLA. 

We  have  never  been  highly  enamoured  of  the  forms  in 
which  the  kola- nut  has  been  brought  forward  as  a  rival  to 
tea  and  cocoa.  It  always  had  more  or  less  of  a  druggy  or 
earthy  flavour,  such  as  one  does  not  care  to  experience  at 
the  breakfast-table.  Messrs.  Thos.  Christy  &  Co.,  25  Lime 
Street,  B.C.,  have  set  themselves  to  overcome  this  objection, 
and  in  Neo-Kola  we  think  they  have  succeeded.  At  all 
events  it  makes  a  beverage  which  we  like.  This  Neo-Kola  is 
a  powder  like  cocoa  essence,  slightly  flavoured  with  vanilla, 
but  obtainable  without  that  flavour.  It  is  made  from  the 
fresh  nuts,  which  are  treated  by  a  secret  process  before 
drying,  which  process  does  not  remove  any  of  the  alkaloids 
of  the  peculiar  principle  kolanin.  As  far  as  we  have  been 
able  to  judge  from  personal  trial,  the  full  physiological 
effect  of  kola- nut  is  exhibited  in  Neo-Kola.  We  think  that 
this  is  an  article  which  chemists  and  druggists  may  with 
confidence  bring  under  the  notice  of  their  customers.  It  is 
put  up  nicely. 


NUTROA  FOOD. 
This  is  the  name  given  to  a  new  infants'  and  invalids'  food, 
manufactured  by  the  Nutroa  Company  (Limited),  54 
Chiswell  Street,  E.C.  It  differs  from  other  articles  of  the 
same  class  which  we  are  acquainted  with,  in  containing  an 
exceptional  percentage  of  fat — 11  per  cent — while  the 
proteids  amount  to  about  18  per  cent,  and  the  carbohydrates 
to  60  per  cent.  It  is,  in  short,  a  malted  food  exceptionally 
rich  in  fat.  We  find,  nevertheless,  that  it  makes  up  into  an 
exceedingly  palatable  milky  fluid,  which  children  are  sure  to 
relish,  and  the  special  point  to  which  we  desire  to  call 
attention  is  the  superiority  of  Nutroa  food  for  children 
inclined  to  rickets.  Physicians  are  agreed  that  this  con- 
dition is  due  to  deficiency  of  fat,  and  that  it  may  be  averted 
by  an  adequate  supply,  or  cured  by  regular  administration  of 
excess  of  fat.  The  manufacturers  of  Nutroa  food  may  or 
may  not  have  had  this  matter  in  view,  but  they  have 
certainly  succeeded  in  producing  a  food  for  which  there 
ought  to  be  a  demand.  It  is  put  up  in  tins  ;  the  one  sent  to 
us  contains  1  lb.,  and  retails  at  Is.  6d. 


A  contbibutob  sends  us  amongst  other  note3  gleaned 
from  papers,  printed  in  a  language  unknown  to  us,  this  one  : — 
"  A  case  is  alleged  of  poisoning  a  child  one  month  old  by 
antifebrine  which  was  amployed  as  a  means  against  rottiness." 
Perhaps  same  ingenious  reader  can  make  sense  out  of  this. 
The  same  contributor  mentions  the  successful  treatment  of 
diphtheria  with  mliey.  We  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  he  means  serum.    -  •■ 
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pharmaceutical  Society  of  3rdano. 


THE  monthly  meeting  of  the  Council  was  held  on  Decem- 
ber 4,  at  67  Lower  Mount  Street,  Dublin.  Present : 
Mr.  W.  F.  Wells  (President),  in  the  chair;  Mr.  Downes 
(Vice-President) ;  Messrs.  Grindley,  Conyngham,  J.  J.  Ber- 
nard, Beggs,  Hayes,  and  Kelly. 

The  Cleland  Case. 
The  President  mentioned  that  the  argument  in  the 
mandamus  case  of  Cleland  v.  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Ireland  had  been  postponed,  in  order  to  suit  the  convenience 
of  counsel  on  both  sides,  until  after  the  present  week.  There 
were  only  two  affidavits,  and  the  question  was  purely  one  of 
law,  namely,  whether  Grattan  &  Co.  (  Limited)  could  be  deemed 
pharmaceutical  chemists.  The  Lord  Chancellor  of  England 
had,  in  another  case,  laid  down  that  under  no  circumstances 
was  it  possible  for  a  limited  company  to  be  pharmaceutical 
chemists. 

The  Late  Maequis  op  Waterford. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Marchioness  of  Waterford, 
thanking  the  Council  for  their  resolution  of  condolence  with 
her  on  the  occasion  of  the  death  of  the  late  Marquis,  and 
saying  that  she  well  remembered  the  interest  he  took  in  the 
passing  of  the  Amendment  Act  of  1890. 

On  the  motion  of  the  President,  the  letter  was  ordered  to 
be  entered  on  the  minutes. 

Mr.  Hodgson. 

A  letter  was  received  from  Mr.  Hodgson,  late  Honorary 
Treasurer,  acceding  to  the  wish  expressed  by  the  members  of 
the  Council,  that  he  should  remain  a  member  of  that  body. 

President  :  That  is  very  satisfactory  to  us  all. 

DlSPENSERSHIPS  IN  NAVAL  HOSPITALS. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Director-General  of  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  Royal  Navy  stating,  in  reply  to 
the  inquiry  of  the  Council  as  to  whether  licentiates  of  the 
Irish  Pharmaceutical  Society  were  eligible  for  appointments 
as  dispensers  in  Naval  hospitals,  that  new  regulations  for  the 
entry  of  dispensers  had  not  been  issued,  but  that  the  question 
of  the  qualifications  of  future  candidates  was  under  con- 
sideration. 

The  President  :  This  leaves  us  where  we  were  several 
months  ago.  We  ijot  a  letter  from  one  of  our  members  of 
Parliament  to  1  he  effect  that  this  matter  was  settled.  Now 
it  turns  out  that  our  licentiates  are  not  yet  accepted. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Bernard,  it  was  agreed  to  send 
a  copy  of  the  letter  to  Dr.  Kenny,  M.P. 

The  Society  and  the  Castle. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Assistant  Under-  Secretary, 
Dublin  Castle,  stating,  in  reference  to  a  memorial  of  John  J. 
Noone,  asking  a  remission  of  the  penalty  of  51.  imposed  on 
him  for  illegally  selling  arsenic,  that  the  Lords  J ustices  had 
decided  that  the  law  should  take  its  course. 

The  President  :  That  is  satisfactory. 

A  letter  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Privy  Council,  in  reply  to 
the  letter  from  the  Council,  referring  to  the  proceedings 
before  the  Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council  in  the 
case  of  R  C  Marshall,  stated  that  it  was  not  the  place  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  or  the  Privy  Council,  to  lay  down  rules  for 
the  special  gaidance  of  the  Society,  and  that  they  should 
exercise  their  own  judgment  and  discretion  in  such  cases. 

The  President  :  I  think  they  mistake  what  we  wanted 
to  convey  to  them.  Mr.  Justice  Holmes,  or  one  of  their 
Lordships,  said  that  some  regulations  required  to  be  made 
under  the  clause  under  which  we  asked  them  to  remove  Mr. 
Marshall's  name  from  the  register.  Our  idea  was  that  they 
should  suggest  whether  we  or  they  should  make  the  regula- 
tions. 

The  Vice-President  :  We  have  no  power  to  make  regula- 
tions. 

Mr.  Conyngham  understood  Mr.  Justice  Holmes  to  say 
that  he  thought  some  fresh  legislation  was  requisite. 
Mr.  Hayes  :  I  think  it  is  better  to  let  the  thing  be. 
The  Registrar  said  that  since  the  agenda-papers  had 


gone  out  [another  letter  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Privy  Council 
had  been  received  formally  intimating  that  the  Lo<-d 
Lieutenant  declined  t3  make  any  order  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Marshall. 

The  Society's  Informer?. 
A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  James  K.  Miskelly,  chemist 
and  druggist,  asking  the  opinion  of  the  Council  on  tho 
subject  of  a  letter  of  October  6  last,  which  he  addressed  to 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  and  which  was  published  in 
that  journal,  complaining  that  an  individual  came  into  his 
shop  and  made  persistent  attempts  to  induce  him  to  mak« 
up  a  prescription,  although  he  was  told  several  times  that 
the  writer  was  not  licensed  to  do  so. 

The  President  :  At  the  last  meetiDg  I  think,  in  referriog 
to  another  matter,  I  answered  this  letter  pretty  fairly.  I 
can  certainly  say  that  neither  this  Council  nor  its  Law  Com- 
mittee ever  authorised  anybody  to  go  into  chemists'  shopH  or 
druggists'  shops,  and  try  to  coerce  them  to  break  the  law. 
After  we  get  evidence  that  a  druggist  is  breaking  the  law 
we  send  a  person  to  get  a  prescription  made  up.  Tha>; 
person — as  appeared  in  a  recent  prosecution  in  the  North  — 
attempts  no  coercion  whatever.  He  simply  hands  in  a  pre- 
scription, and,  in  the  case  I  refer  to,  it  was  made  up  for  him. 
I  can  safely  say  that  the  person  referred  to  in  Mr.  Miskelly's 
letter,  whoever  he  is,  is  in  no  way  connected  with  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society. 

Mr.  Grindley  said  it  was  the  fact  that  persons  come  into 
shops,  and  ask  to  have  things  made  up  contrary  to  pract,ice;. 
saying  they  could  get  it  done  elsewhere. 

The  President  :  Persons  connected  with  the  Excise  have, 
sometimes  come  into  my  place,  and  tried  to  get  me  to  sell 
coca-wine,  which  I  have  no  licence  to  do. 

Mr.  Hayes  :  Mr.  Miskelly  was  not  breaking  the  law,  and 
therefore  naturally  felt  much  annoyed  at  what  was  done. 

The  Registrar  was  directed  to  write  to  Mr.  Miskelly  u- 
forming  him  that  he  would  see  the  answer  to  his  complaint 
in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist. 

Pharmaceutical  Chemists  in  the  "Irish  Medkacl 
Directory." 

The  Registear  reported  that  Messrs.  Alexander  TLoni  & 
Co.  (Limited)  had  asked  for  a  list  of  pharmaceutical  chemises 
for  insertion  in  the  "  Irish  Medical  Directory,"  and  that  he 
had  supplied  it. 

Registered  Druggists'  Examination. 

The  President,  pursuant  to  notice,  moved  the  CounelJ  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  improving  the  examination  for 
registered  druggists.  The  subject  was  brought  under  then 
notice  informally  by  Mr.  Turkington  at  the  last  meeting  o£ 
the  Council,  he  and  other  members  being  of  opinion  thai; 
the  examination  was  not  at  present  of  a  sufficiently  hjgh 
standard  to  ensure  the  efficiencv  of  persons  to  be  allowed  to 
keep  open  shop  as  druggists.  Mr.  Turkington  was  not  pre- 
sent, but  he  had  written  a  letter  embodying  his  views  on  the 
subject,  and  indicating  some  improvements  which  it  was 
desirable  to  make  in  the  examination.  He  considered  that 
druggists  should  be  required  to  know  not  only  the  appear- 
ance, but  also  the  nature  and  properties  of  "drugs,  and  ia 
what  doses  they  could  be  properly  administered.  They 
should  also,  he  thought,  be  required  to  know  the  cheiniou] 
tests. 

Mr.  Conyngham  :  If  you  do  all  these  things  you  will  leave 
them  pharmaceutical  chemists. 

Mr.  Hayes:  We  need  not  mind  if  they  are.  They  will 
have  to  pass  an  examination  before  they  can  become  phar- 
maceutical chemists  in  reality. 

Mr.  Grindley  :  It  would  take  away  a  great  deal  or.  the 
unpleasantness  existing  between  the  two  bodies  if  tbey  were 
obliged  to  be  a  little  better  qualified  than  they  are.  It  would 
give  them  a  taste  for  going  on  to  the  higher  qualification. 

The  President  :  The  man  who  sells  these  things  shoniil 
know  the  difference  between  Epsom  salts  and  sulphate  oi. 
zinc.  I  heard  of  a  candidate  who  said  he  would  give  1  cz. 
of  laudanum  for  a  dose.  Then  he  was  asked  what  effect 
that  would  have,  and  he  said  it  would  make  the  peison 
sleep. 

Mr.  Beggs  :  So  it  would.    (A.  laugb.) 

Mr.  Kelly  :  They  ought  to  know  the  dangerous  drugs  . 

The  President  then  moved  that  the  subject  be  referred, 
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ogether  with  Mr.  Turkington's  letter,  to  the  House  and 
General  Purposes  Committee,  with  an  instruction  that  they 
should  confer  with  the  examiners  before  reporting  to  the 
Council 

The  Vice-President  seconded  the  motion,  which  was 
unanimously  agreed  to. 

Chemists  and  the  Companies  Acts. 
Mr.  Hayes  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Council  a 
clause  which  he  had  suggested  at  the  Conference  held  in 
London  on  the  subject  of  the  amendment  of  the  Com- 
panies Acts,  at  the  Institute  of  Chartered  Accountants,  on 
October  30.    (See  C  %  D.,  November  2,  page  671 ) 

After  discussion  the  following  resolution  was,  on  the 
motion  of  the  Vice-President,  seconded  by  Mr.  Grindlet, 
unanimously  adopted  : — ■ 

That  the  Council  approve  of  Mr.  Hayes  attending  to  represent  them  at 
the  Conference  in  reference  to  the  amendment  of  the  Companies 
Acts  held  in  London  on  October  30  last,  and  endorses  the  first 
clause  submittei  by  him  to  that  Conference,  and  requests  him  to 
intimate  to  the  Conference  a  direction  on  the  part  of  the  Council 
to  erase  the  word  "  directorate  "  in  the  second  clause  and  substitute 
the  word  "  company." 

Chemists  and  Apothecaries. 

Mr.  Bernard  called  attention  to  an  announcement  which 
appeared  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  and  also  in  the 
Dublin  Evening  Telegraph,  stating  that  "  William  Stevens,  a 
diver,  who  had  been  employed  in  the  dispensing  department 
of  a  workhouse,  had  made  such  good  use  of  his  opportunities 
that  he  passed  the  examination  of  the  Dublin  Apothecaries' 
Hall,  and  had  obtained  an  appointment  as  dispenser  at 
Woolwich  Union  at  a  salary  of  90Z.  a  year  with  free  house." 
He  (Mr.  Bernard)  thought  the  Board  of  Apothecaries'  Hall 
should  be  asked  whether  the  name  of  the  gentleman  to 
whom  that  paragraph  referred  was  on  their  register  of 
apothecaries. 

The  President  :  There  is  no  objection  to  that. 

Mr.  Kelly  called  attention  to  the  wholesale  taking  by 
medical  practitioners  of  situations  that  ought  to  be  held  by 
pharmaceutical  chemists.  He  mentioned  especially  an 
appointment  at  St.  Vincent's  Hospital,  Dublin,  for  which  a 
pharmacist  was  advertised,  but  which  was  given  to  a 
medical  practitioner.  He  knew  that  the  appointment  was 
legal,  but,  having  regard  to  all  that  pharmaceutical  chemists 
have  to  go  through  to  obtain  their  qualification,  he  protested 
against  this  taking  the  bread  out  of  their  mouths. 

The  President  :  What  would  you  suggest? 

Mr.  Kelly  said  a  petition  should  be  presented  to  the 
Medical  Council  to  put  a  stop  to  what  he  complained  of,  and 
the  Councils  of  the  Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
should  also  be  communicated  with  on  the  subject.  All  the 
Poor-law  situations  in  Dublin  except  one  were  held  by 
medical  practitioners. 

The  President  said  the  Poor-law  regulation  was  that 
the  holder  of  the  situation  should  be  either  an  apothecary  or 
a  pharmaceutical  chemist. 

Some  other  business  haviDg  been  disposed  of,  the  Council 
adjourned. 

XTraDe^flDarfcs  HppUefc  for* 

A  NT  parson  who  has  good  grounds  of  objection  to  the  registratio*  of  anj 

A  of  the  following  marks  should  at  once  communicate  with  Sir  Reader 
Xaak,0omp broiler-General, at  the  Patent  Office,  25  Southampton  Buildings, 
C/hanoery  Lane, London,  W.O. 


{From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Jownal,"  December  11,  1895.) 

"  Daloeine  "  ;  for  chemical  substances,  for  use  in  medicine 

and  pharmacy.    By  A.  Bishop    &   Sons  (Limited), 

17  Speck's  Fields,  48  Spelman  Street,  Mile  End  New 

Town,  London,  E. 
"  Quahaizone  "  ;    for    aerated   waters.     By  B.  Brown, 

107  Holm  Street,  Glasgow  190,293. 
"Skylark";  for  all  goods  included  in  Classes  47  and  48. 

By  the  United  Alkali  Company  (Limited),  Gil  Exchange 

Buildings,  Liverpool.  190.163. 
"  Solon  "  ;  for  all  goods  in  Class  47,  but  not  including  oils. 

By   Lever  Brothers  (Limited),  Port  Sunlight,  near 

Birkenhead.  190,162. 


frfoarmaceutfcal  Society  of  (Breat 
Britain* 


ELECTION  OF  ANNUITANTS. 

On  Tuesday,  at  12  noon,  a  meeting  of  the  members  of  the 
Society  Was  held  at  16  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C.,  to  elect 
four  annuitants.  The  President  presided,  and  the  following 
gentlemen  were  appointed  scrutineers  :  — 


Edward  N. 

Henry  Bate 
Henry  C.  Birch 
Walter  T.  Cooper 
F.  G.  Curtis 
W.  T.  Frost 
W.  F.  Gulliver 
John  Holding 
W.  Murton  Holmes 
Charles  J.  Miles ' 
A.  J.  Phillips 
Thomas  Henry  Powell 
Percy 


Butt,  Chairman. 

W.  Prior  Bobinsou 
Edward  B.  Stamp 
S.  A.  Sturton 
A.  E.  Tanner 
H.  A.  Thompson 
J.  C.  Umney 
J.  T.  W.  Wallis 
H.  Wiggins 
Harry  Wilson 
George  Wylde 
R.  Fisher  Young 

J.  Bobbins. 


Towards  4  p.m  these  gentlemen  had  concluded  their  labours 
with  the  following  results : — 

Elected. 

Board,  Thomas  F.  (Second  application.)  Age  68.  Cheltenham.  Chemist 
and  druggist.  Subscribed  to  the  fund  from  1882  to  1887.  Is  suffering  from 
softeniag  of  the  brain,  and  is  hopelessly  invalided.   5,920  votes. 

Eyre,  Jonathan  Symes.  Age  71.  Anerley.  M.P.S.  and  subscriber  to  the 
fund  for  thirteen  years.  Formerly  in  business  at  Laimceston,  and  ten  years 
local  secretary  for  that  district.  Owing  to  the  failure  of  his  investments, 
and  subsequent  unfortunate  business  ventures,  he  lost  all  his  capital,  and  is 
now  without  means  of  support.   5,652  votes. 

Willison,  Elizabeth  A.  (Second  application.)  Age  59.  Bath.  Widow 
of  a  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly  of  Bath.  Is  very  deaf,  and  can  do 
nothing  for  her  own  support.   5,074  votes. 

Heys,  Vera.  Age  59.  Ealing.  Widow  of  a  chemist  and  druggist,  who 
died  in  1882.  Applicant  was  provided  for  by  money  in  trust,  but  was 
robbed  of  the  whole  of  her  income  by  a  fraudulent  trustee.  She  is  quite 
unfit  to  do  anythiug  for  her  own  support.   3,605  votes. 

Not  Elected 

Young,  Tonkin.  Age  67.  Barry.  M.P.S.  from  1853  to  1895,  and  formerly 
local  secretary  for  St.  Ives,  Cornwall.  Owing  to  ill-health  and  diminished 
business  on  account  of  the  failure  of  the  St.  Ives  fishing  industry,  applicant 
had  to  assign  his  stock  in  1894,  after  having  been  forty-six  years  in  the 
town.  Nothing  has  been  saved  from  the  estate,  and  both  applicant  and 
his  wife  are  now  living  with  a  son,  who  has  a  small  grocer's  shop.  Three 
other  children  do  what  they  can  to  assist.  Applicant  is  incapable  of  any 
ex'eition.   2,409  votes. 

Bamsden,  George.  Age  69.  Newport,  Salop.  A  chemist  and  druggist. 
Was  unfortunate  in  business,  and  since  1873  has  been  acting  as  manager 
and  locum  tenens.  He  is  now  unable  to  take  any  situation,  owing  to  chronic 
ulceration  of  the  legs,  and  failing  sight.  His  wife  is  a  bronchial  subject, 
and  suffers  much  from  chronic  rheumatism.  There  are  three  children,  and 
the  whole  family  is  practically  dependent  on  one  of  them— a  son  earning 
25s.  a  week.  1,972  votes. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  scrutineers  concluded  the  pro- 
ceedings. 


0 


EVENING  MEETING. 
N  Wednesday  evening  there  was  a  small  attendance  to 
hear  the  two  papers  promised,  the  first  of  which  was  on 

Chinese  Opium* 
By  Frank  Browne,  F.C.S.,  Government  Analyst,  Hong-Kong. 

Professor  Attfield  read  the  paper.  The  author  referred  to 
the  fact  that  Chinese  opium  is  displacing  Indian  opium  in 
China,  and  this  paper  was  a  report  upon  samples  of  1893 
crop  Chinese  opium.  It  was  obtained  from  the  provinces'of 
Kwei-chou,  Yunnan,  and  Szechuen.  It  is  wry  cheap,  selling 
at  14  to  18  taels  per  100-taels  weight  (i  a  20  to  25  English 
silver  dollars  per  8£  lbs.,  or  6*.  3d  to  Is  Qd  per  lb  ,  exchange 
value).  Kwei-chou  opium  occurs  in  flat  cakes  weighing 
1|  lb.,  wrapped  in  tissue  and  brown  papers,  labelled  with 
the  name  of  the  seller  and  of  the  province.  Yunnan  opium 
is  similar  in  appearance,  but  darker  and  not  so  hard.  Szechuen 
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was  wrapped  in  ten  folds  of  paper,  as  the  opium  is  soft  and 
black,  but  containing  papers  fibre — altogether  20  per  cent, 
with  the  wrappings,  and  each  cake  weighs  about  2  lbs.  The 
analysis  was  made  in  respect  to  the  usual  factors,  including 
some  of  the  subsidiary  principles.  Starch,  sugar,  gum,  and 
tannin  were  searched  for,  but  foreign  substances  were 
absent.  The  alkaloids  amounted  to  the  following  per- 
centages : — 

Composition  of  Chinese  Opium. 
The  results  are  calculated  in  100  parts  of  the  dried  opium. 


Kwei-chou 

Yunnan 

Szechucn 

Morphine 

4-321 

9-487 

11-271 

1-968 

6-151 

6-612 

•843 

•404 

•334 

•692 

•562 

•769 

■901 

•817 

•763 

•065 

•157 

•181 

Morphine  by  Brit  ish  Pharmacopeia 

3-83 

8-94 

9-86 

Matter  insoluble  in  cold  water    . . 

5162 

40-50 

44-19 

24-83 

29-72 

38-21 

4-58 

3-13  . 

2'24 

The  author  fully  described  the  methods  which  he  employed, 
and  which  in  all  caves  yielded  pure  alkaloids,  the  melting- 
points  being  in  some  cases  determined.  The  last-mentioned 
opium  seemed  to  have  been  collected  on  paper.  The  smoking 
value  of  the  opium  was  determined  by  making  extracts 
according  to  McCallum's  method,  and  these  specimens  were 
declared  by  a  smoking  expert  to  have  a  grassy  flavour,  which 
Indian  has  not ;  but  this  was  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  ex- 
tract had  not  been  toasted.  Kwei-chou  contains  far  Jess 
morphine  than  the  others,  although  it  is  the  best  srrroking- 
opium.  The  variability  in  the  other  alkaloidal  constituents 
is  also  notable. 

The  President  said  the  paper  was  of  considerable  interest 
and  showed  a  lot  of  work. 

Mr.  E.  W.  Lucas  recalled  the  figures  of  Mr.  McCallum's  paper 
which  showed  that  the  opiums  containing  the  smallest 
quantity  of  morphine  were  most  highly  esteemed  by  smokers. 
When  he  was  in  Hong  Kong  it  was  customary  to  take  the 
extract  out  of  the  pan  when  it  reached  a  certain  consistence 
and  toast  it. 

Mr.  TnoMAS  Christy  said  that  in  China  tfcey  are  very 
short  of  bottles,  and,  in  the  fear  of  adulteration,  it  is  the 
custom  to  wrap  up  the  soft  opium  mass  in  paper,  and  as  it 
matures,  to  add  more  paper,  which  accounts  for  the  fibre 
When  the  Chinaman  buys  opium—  which  is  dealt  with  as  if 
it  were  gold  or  silver — the  calculator  reckons  out  the  value 
very  accurately,  and  when  there  is  much  paper  in  it  he  cuts 
out  a  wedge,  stews  it  down,  strains,  and  from  the  residue 
calculates  the  foreign  matter.  Mr.  Christy  described  how 
the  smoker  toasts  his  little  ball  of  opium  before  putting  it  in 
the  pipe.  The  poisoning  with  opium  in  China  was  done 
with  the  residue  in  the  pipes,  which  is  a  most  intense  poison. 
The  opium  farmer  in  Hong-Kong  is  simply  a  broker,  not  a 
cultivator.  The  perquisite  is  a  rich  one.  Mr.  Christy  pro- 
ceeded to  speak  of  the  moral  side  of  opium- smoking,  ex- 
plaining the  necessity  for  the  practice. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes  pointed  out  that  opium-smoking  is 
different  from  opium-eating.  It  takes  about  twelve  pipes  to 
bring  on  intoxication — then  he  spoke  of  the  practice.  All 
the  Chinese  opium  which  he  had  seen  was  like  Persian — nice 
and  smooth. 

Mr.  Christy  and  Mr.  Lucas  made  some  supplementary 
remarks  regarding  opium- smoking,  the  latter  stating  that  the 
residue  in  the  pipe  contains  only  about  3  per  cent,  of  morphine. 

Mr.  Martindale  remarked  upon  the  fact  that  the  criterion 
of  smoking-opium  was  that  it  should  contain  the  smallest 
proportion  of  opium.  In  this  connection  he  stated  that  he 
had  examined  some  pills  used  in  China  against  the  opium- 
habit,  and  they  contained  morphine. 

Mr.  MacEwan  said  the  important  point  about  the  paper 
was  that  for  the  first  time  it  gave  definite  information  regard- 
ing the  quality  of  Chinese  opium.  In  China  they  bad  been 
gradually,  for  twenty  years  or  more,  cultivating  the  poppy, 
and  now  were  thought  to  be  the  largest  producers  of  opium  in 
the  world ;  indeed,  it  was  supposed  that  they  would  yet  supply 
the  world  with  opium.  In  view  of  that  it  was  of  the  highest 
importance  to  know  exactly  what  Chinese  opium  is,  and 


Mr.  Browne's  results  showed  clearly  that  it  would  satisfy  the 
pharmacopceial  requirements,  which  was  not  the  case  with 
Indian  opium,  although  China  also  produced  an  opium  similar 
to  the  latter.  He  thought  it  was  a  point  of  great  interest 
that  China  could  produce  opiums  so  different  in  alkaloidal 
constituents  as  Mr.  Browns's  figures  showed. 

Piof'essor  Greenish  said  that  the  Indian  Government- 
were  making  experiments  with  the  view  of  improving  the 
cultivation  of  the  opium- poppy,  and  he  thought  that  they 
would  succeed  in  getting  good  opium,  for  the  conditions 
under  which  the  opium  is  produced  are  largely  the  cause  of 
the  peculiarities  of  Indian  opium. 

Professor  Attfield  said  the  importance  of  the  paper  was 
the  point  referred  to  by  the  last  two  speakers.  The  figures 
were  valuable,  and  he  was  glad  to  know  that  Mr.  Browne 
was  to  extend  the  examination  to  Indian  opium,  and 
trusted  that  he  would  take  in  colonial  opium,  for  there  was 
no  reason  why  the  British  Empire  should  not  supply  itself 
with  opium.  There  was  a  curious  fact  in  regard  to  Indian 
opium — viz.,  that  a  tincture  made  from  5  per  cent,  of 
morphine  opium  was  quite  as  effective  as  one  made  from 
normal  Turkey  opium.  This,  which  had  been  determined 
by  trial  in  India,  showed  that  the  therapeutic  properties 
did  not  wholly  reside  in  the  morphine ;  the  other  alkaloids 
contributed. 

The  President,  in  closing  the  discussion,  referred  chiefly 
to  opium- smoking,  giving  it  as  his  opinion  that  we  have  no 
more  right  to  interfere  with  Chinese  in  that  matter  than  they 
would  have  to  interfere  with  us  in  smoking  a  pipe  of 
tobacco. 

A  paper  was  then  read  on 

A  Fluorescent  Peinciple  of  Calumba. 
By  Alex.  Gunn,  F.C.S. 

The  author  has  noticed  that  preparations  of  calumba  are 
of  a  turbid  appearance,  impossible  to  remove  by  filtration. 
The  preparations  may  be  perfectly  brilliant  by  transmitted 
light  and  without  a  trace  of  suspended  solid  matter.  In- 
vestigations have  therefore  been  undertaken  to  prove  what 
the  author  has  suspected,  that  the  turbidity  is  due  to 
fluorescence.  He  described  a  simple  experiment  to  show 
that  a  fluorescent  body  is  present.  If  a  test-tube  containing 
tr.  calumbee  be  examined  by  reflected  light  there  is  a 
decided  green  fluorescence  which,  on  the  addition  of  liq. 
potass  ,  becomes  a  violet  fluorescence.  The  author  obtained 
a  solution  of  the  fluorescent  body  from  tinctnre  acidified 
with  dilute  hydrochloric  acid,  shaking  with  ether,  separating 
the  latter,  and  treating  with  purified  animal  charcoal, 
filtering  and  extracting  carefully  with  1-per-cent.  ammonia 
solution  This  solution  being  filtered,  the  fluorescence  is 
seen  distinctly.  The  author  believes  that  this  fluorescence 
cannot  be  due  to  any  body  already  isolated  from  calumba, 
as  he  cannot  imagine  that  such  a  striking  property  could 
have  been  overlooked. 

Mr.  Spilsbuey  asked  if  the  experiments  were  made  with 
all  kinds  of  calumba,  for  the  drug  varied. 

Mr.  Holmes  suggested  that  the  liquid  should  be  tested  for 
saponin,  as  he  noticed  that  it  frothed. 

Professor  Greenish  said  that  all  the  calumbse  used  by 
druggists  is  treated  before  it  comes  into  their  hands. 

Mr.  Ward  said  it  is  only  old  calumba  that  is  washed. 

Mr.  Martindale  said  this  subject  was  worth  following  up. 
There  were  various  drugs  which  exhibited  fluorescence — 
gelsemium,  for  example. 

Mr.  Pabry  suggested  that  berberine  exists  in  calumba,  and 
in  association  with  certain  organic  acids  it  is  fluorescent. 

Mr.  Gunn  replied  that  he  had  anticipated  that  by  finding 
that  berberine  behaved  quite  differently. 

The  President  wished  Mr.  Gunn  further  success. 

Museum  Notes 

By  E.  M.  Holmes 

was  the  next  paper.  The'first  drug  described  was  a  spurious 
horehound  discovered  in  New  York  by  Professor  Busby. 
This  he  found  to  be  Marrubium  candidisiimum.  The  next 
drug  was  the  new  jaborandi,  referred  to  in  our  last  issue. 
Tea-seed  oil  and  cake  and  kuromoji  oil  were  also  described 
and  exhibited,  and  amongst  other  drugs  on  the  table  were 
oil  of  tansy  distilled  by  Mr.  Sawer,  of  Brighton,  and  coca- 
leaves  from  Antigua  donated  by  Mr.  T.  Christy. 


856 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DKUGUIST 


December  14,  1895 


Ebe  Winter  5e05tom 


chemical  sociBry. 

The  Society  met  in  Burlington  House  on  Thursday  evening, 
December  5.  The  attendance  was  exceptional,  for  there  had 
been  rumours  duiing  the  previous  ten  days  of  an  extra- 
ordinary move  in  respect  to  certain  persons  who  were  apply- 
ing for  the  Fellowship.  Mr.  Vernon  Harcourt  presided  at 
the  meeting,  and  was  supported  by  Profe-sor  Dunstan,  one  of 
the  General  Secretaries — Professor  Thomson,  the  Senior  Secre- 
tary, being  absent.  After  the  minutes  had  been  passed  and 
the  certificates  read  for  the  second  and  third  times, 

Mr.  Otto  Hehner  got  up  and  asked  the  President's  per- 
mission to  read  a  letter.  This  being  gram  ed,  Mr.  Hehner 
proceeded  to  read  a  letter  written  in  reply  to  an  advertisement 
in  the  Chemical  Nercs  for  instruction  in  chemistry.  The 
writer  said  in  this  letter  that  his  usual  course  of  instruction 
extended  to  six  months,  and  during  that  time  he  taught  his 
pupils  the  ordinary  methods  of  practical  chemistry  as  well 
as  research -work,  and  he  named  several  past  pupils  each  of 
whom  had  F.C.S.  appended  to  his  name,  whilst  some  of 
lh3m  had  attained  apparently  good  positions  The  letter 
concluded  by  stating  that  the  writer  would  endeavour  to  get 
the  applicant  elected  a  Fellow  of  the  Chemical  Society — 
indeed,  he  practically  promised  to  effect  this.   It  was  signed 

A.  B.  Griffiths. 

Mr.  Hehner  pronounced  the  name  with  exceptional  em- 
phasis. He  wished  to  ask  the  President  if  the  Society 
had  appointed  Dr.  Griffiths  as  a  sort  of  sub-agent  for  gettirg 
members  for  the  Society,  a3  he  observed  in  the  list  of  those 
to  be  balloted  upon  that  evening  the  names  of  three  whose 
certificates  were  signed  by  Dr.  Griffiths.  These  were  Walter 
Mansfield,  Cecil  Massey,  and  Albert  Thorpe. 

Dr.  Armstrong,  rising,  spoke  in  a  somewhat  ominous  hush. 
He  said  this  matter  which  Mr.  Hehner  had  brought  before 
the  meeting  was  one  of  great  importance,  and  one  they  should 
take  into  consideration.  They  must  attempt  to  put  a  stop 
to  it,  for  it  was  disgraceful  that  the  Society  should  be  made 
use  of  in  this  manner.  Moreover,  he  very  strongly  felt  that 
this  was  a  case  in  which  the  Council  ought  to  bring  into 
force  the  powers  of  By-law  5,  and  mark  their  sense  of 
disapprobation  of  Dr.  Griffiths's  conduct  by  removing  his 
name  from  the  rolls  of  the  Society.  He  formally  submitted 
a  motion  requesting  the  Council  to  consider  the  case. 

The  President  said  that  no  doubt  this  was  a  serious 
matter,  but  he  hoped  the  Fellows  would  not  prejudge  the 
case. 

Dr.  Armstrong  replied  that  he  had  no  wish  to  do  so,  but 
it  was  a  serious  matter.  Some  of  the  Fellows  may  have  seen 
in  the  Christmas  number  of  the  Illustrated  London  News,  on 
the  front  page,  a  printed  testimonial  by  Dr.  A.  B.  Griffiths  in 
which  he  was  styled  an  F.R.S  ,  which  assertion  was  not  true. 

A  Fellow  said  that  it  was  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh 
that  Dr.  Griffiths  was  a  Fellow  of. 

Mr.  C.  E.  Groves  seconded  the  motion. 

Dr.  Tilden  said  this  case  showed  that  the  Council  must 
take  steps  to  prevent  misuse  of  titles.  There  was  another 
gentleman  who  gave  testimonials  very  largely,  who  called 
himself  an  F.C.S  ,  which  he  was  not.  He  thought  that  sort 
of  thing  could  be  put  down  if  they  had  sufficient  determina- 
tion. '  How?"  someone  asked.  Well,  every  time  they  saw 
them  used,  they  should  say  simply,  "  This  is  not  true." 
(Laughter.) 

A  vote  was  then  taken,  when  almost  every  Fellow  present 
appeared  to  hold  up  his  hand  in  favour  of  the  motion,  while 
against  it  there  was  not  a  solitary  vote. 

The  President  accordingly  declared  the  motion  carried. 

Mr.  W.  Thoep  asked  if  Mr.  Hehner  would  put  the  letter 
before  the  Council,  and  it  was  replied  that  Mr.  Hehner 
is  on  the  Council,  while  Mr.  Hehner  added  that  he  had 
handed  the  letter  to  the  President. 

Mr.  Cassal  suggested  that  the  certificates  of  the  three 
gentlemen  named  should  be  read,  and  the  President  thought 
it  was  but  fair  to  these  gentlemen  that  they  should  be. 
Whereupon  Mr.  Cassal  asked  that  the  certificate  of  Mr.  Peck 
should  also  be  read. 

Dr.  Armstrong  said  that  when  he  was  in  the  chair  he 


had  ruled  that  the  reading  of  certificates,  since  they  published 
them  in  the  Proceedings,  was  altogether  invidious,  but  he 
thought  that  in  the  present  instance  it  was  a  proper  thing 
that  the  certificates  of  the  three  gentlemen  first  named 
should  be  read,  but  Mr.  Peck's  certificate  should  not  be. 
The  Fellows  had  before  them  a  most  exceptional  case,  and 
he  thought  that  it  would  not  be  fair  to  take  advantage  of 
that  to  have  certificates  of  any  other  candidates  read. 

The  President  agreed  that  the  reading  should  be  confined 
to  the  three  gentlemen  who  had  been  promised  the  Fellow- 
ship of  the  Society  by  Dr.  A.  B.  Griffiths,  and  he  asked 
Professor  Dunstan  to  read  the  certificates.  They  were  as 
follows : — 

Mausfield,  Walter,  Trafalgar  House,  Broughton,  Manchester. 
Experimental  chemist  and  gas  andehetnical  engineer.  Studied  chemistry 
at  Manchester  Grammar  School,  Owens  College,  and  in  Berlin,  Moscow,  and 
Vienna.  At  present  engaged  as  research  chemist  and  partner  in  the  firm  of 
Edwin  Mansfield  &  Sons,  gas-engineers,  of  Manchester,  London,  Madras, 
and  Calcutta.  Inventor  of  plant  for  making  gas  from  sawdust,  nut-shells, 
sunflower-seed  shells,  and  all  kinds  of  mineral,  animal,  and  vegetable 
matter.  Designer  of  apparatus  for  use  in  Indian  Government  Colleges  of. 
Science. 

Signed  by  George  J.  Allen,  H.  Fallows,  Arthur  H.  Green,  and  Dr.  A.  B. 
Griffiths  from  personal  knowledge,  and  by  Rowland  Williams  from 
general  knowledge. 

The  Fellows  laughed  heartily  at  the  idea  of  making  gas 
from  nutshel's. 

Massey,  Cecil,  Lyndon  House,  Lenton  Boulevard,  Nottingham. 
Analytical  and  agricultural  chemist.  Author  of  papers  "  On  the  Com- 
position of  Certain  Soils  of  South  India''  (Chem.  News,  71,  261)  and  other 
papers  in  course  of  publication.  Joint  author,  with  Dr.  A.  B.  Griffiths,  of  a 
paper  "  Sur  une  Leucomri'ne  extraite  des  Urines  dans  l'Angina  pectoris" 
(Oomptes  Rehdus  de  VAcadimie  dcs  Sciences,  Paris,  Tome  1 20 ;  and  Chem, 
News,  71,  282).   At  present  time  engaged  in  research-work. 

Signed  from  personal  knowledge  by  H.  Fallows,  Alexander  Hay,  Pro- 
fessor Frank  Clowes,  Dr.  A.  B.  Griffiths,  Robert  H.  Wilson,  and 
from  general  knowledge  by  William  Crookes,  Dr.  E.  Frankland, 
Professor  James  Dewar,  and  Lord' Playf air. 

There  was  a  sensation  when  the  latter  names  were  read 
out. 

Thorpe,  Albert,  Charnwood  House,  Sleaford  Road,  Boston. 
Analytical  chemist.  Author  of  papers  ou  "  Monazite  :  a  Mineral  con- 
taining Helium"  (Chem.  News,  72,  32);  "Recent  Analyses  of  Leucite 
Basalt  from  Vesuvius "  (Chem.  News,  72,  53)  ;  "  A  New  Bacterial  Pig- 
ment" (Chem.  News,  72,  82),  &c.  Silver  Medallist  in  Chemistry  and 
Physics. 

Signed  by  A.  B.  Griffiths,  R.  Savory  Ladell,  H.  J.  Mousley,  and  W. 
Herbert  Walden  from  personal  knowledge,  and  by  W.  B.  Bottomley, 
William  Crookes,  Professor  James  Dewar,  and  C.  T.  Kingzett  from 
general  knowledge. 

The  ballot  was  then  taken,  and  later  in  the  evening  the 
result  was  declared,  the  three  persons  named  being  amongst 
the  rejected.  The  following  gentlemen  connected  with  phar- 
macy were  elected  : — Messrs.  E.  H.  Farr,  Ph.C  ,  Uckfield ;  P. 
J.  D.  Fielding,  Pb.C  ,  chemist  to  Harrington  Brothers,  Cork ; 
Frederick  E.  Johnson,  A.P.S.,  Hull;  Martin  Priest,  assistant- 
analyst,  Apothecaries'  Hall,  London  ;  and  Frank  R.  Stephens, 
Pb.C,  of  Idris  &  Co. 

The  scientific  work  of  the  evening  was  confined  to  a  series 
of  papers  on 

Camphor  Derivatives. 
Mr.  J.  E.  Marsh,  M.A.,  of  the  Oxford  University  Laboratory, 
and  his  colleague,  Mr.  J.  A.  Gardner,  had  the  honour  of  first 
place,  for  their  paper  had  brought  four  others  on  similar 
subjects  from  the  Central  Institute  Laboratories.  Mr.  Marsh 
gave  a  summary  of  the  communication  with  tantalisirjg  pre- 
cision, and  it  might  have  been  less  dreary  if  he  had  omitted 
two-thirds  of  it  devoted  to  results  hitherto  recorded.  By 
the  oxidation  of  camphene  with  nitric  acid,  he  obtains  a 
tribasic  acid,  camphoic  acid,  Ci0H,,O0  (camphoric  acid  is 
C10H16O4),  and  this,  on  distillation,  yields  camphopyrio  acid, 
C9H1203.  He  has  extended  his  study  of  camphoic  acid,  pre- 
paring it  altogether  in  three  ways,  whereby  a  product  is 
obtained  melting  at  199-200°  C,  with  decomposition,  and  by 
treating  it  with  acetyl  chloride  it  is  reduced  to  C10H13O5, 
melting-point  205°,  which  is  monobasic,  and  also  yields 
camphopyric  acid  on  distillation.  There  are  sis  and  trans 
modifications  of  camphopyric  acid,  and  camphopyryl  chloride 
(similar  to  camphenjl  chloride)  can  be  obtained  from  it  by 
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the  action  of  phosphorus  chloride.  The  effect  of  the  study 
as  a  whole  led  Mr.  Marsh  to  assert  that  camphene  is  a 
saturated  compound  containing  no  double  link,  and  that  it 
is  a  substitution-derivative  of  hexamethylene,  the  structure  or 
■which  can  only  be  represented  on  a  sphere,  but  on  the  plane 
the  formula  would  be  like  this  : — 


Breakage  of  the  link  indicated  by  the  arrow — i.e  ,  the  intro- 
duction of  an  oxygen  atom— would  result  in  the  formation  of 
camphor.  This  conclusion,  it  should  be  understood,  is  based 
upon  many  data  impossible  to  reproduce  here. 

Dr.  M.  0  Foster  followed  with  an  exposition  of  his 
communication  on  new  derivatives  of  alpba-dibromo 
camphor,  obtained  through  the  action  of  nitric  acid  upon 
the  substance.  He  has  found  a  lactone,  dibromo-campholid, 
and  a  number  of  new  acids,  while  incidentally  he  has  studied 
the  specific  rotation  of  the  bodies  in  various  solvents, 
showing  that  the  solvent  has  a  disastrous  effect  upon  the 
polarised  ray,  twistiDg  it  from  right  to  left,  or  vice  versa  ;  and 
this  fact  had  some  bearing  upon  the  preceding  paper,  for 
Mr.  Marsh  laid  stress  upon  his  optical  figures  irrespective  of 
the  solvent  used.  Dr.  Foster,  as  a  result  of  this  research, 
has  come  to  the  conclusion  that  camphor  is  a  pentamethy- 
lene  derivative.  This,  we  may  say,  is  a  much-debated  point 
amongst  chemists,  the  Armstrong  school  being  the  leading 
exponents  of  the  pentamethylene  constitution,  which  in- 
cludes two  methyl  groups  in  the  formula.  Mr.  Marsh 
appears  to  be  the  first  to  exhibit  a  consistent  hexamethylene 
formula  (as  the  above  diagram  shows)  without  double  bonds 
or  methyl  groups. 

The  next  paper  was  by  Drs.  Lapwoeth  and  Kipping,  the 
former  stating  the  contents.  It  was  on  "Isomeric  ?r-bromo- 
a  nitro-camphors."  Previously  one  was  known,  but  the 
authors  have  got  this  in  sis  and  trans  modifications,  the 
nitro  radicle  being  placed  either 


which  is  taken  as  an  additional  proof  that  the  compound  is 
pentametbylenic.  Dr.  Kipping  followed  with  a  note  on 
"  ir-dibromo  Camphoric  Acid,"  and  Dr.  Abmsteong  brought 
the  series  to  an  end  by  strongly  urging  upon  Mr.  Marsh  to 
try  the  method  of  making  bromo-camphor  by  melting 
camphor  and  adding  an  excess  of  bromine  to  it.  The 
results  are  excellent,  for  by  treating  the  mass  with  alcoholic 
potash  the  small  proportion  of  dibromo  camphor  formed  is 
removed.  Mr.  Mabsh  said  he  would  try  the  process,  but  he 
is  satisfied  with  what  he  had  got  by  the  old  method.  There 
was  no  attempt  at  discussion  on  the  papers — indeed,  the 
members  found  them  hard  to  follow,  and  many,  doubtless, 
wondered  what  they  were  all  about. 


CHEMISTS'  ASSISTANTS'  ASSOCIATION. 
At  the  meeting  of  this  Association,  held  at  103  Great  Russell 
Street,  W.C  ,  on  Thursday,  December  5,  Mr.  E.  W.  Hill, 
President,  in  the  chair,  a  paper  was  read  on 

Some  Official  Infusions  and  theib  Concentbated 
Eepbesentatives. 

By  R.  A.  Cripps,  F.I.C. 

The  work  for  this  paper  had,  the  author  explained,  been 
anticipated  by  Mr.  Martitdale's  recent  communication  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  ;  the  present  paper  was,  therefore, 
perforce  confined  to  several  topics  which  have  previously 
been  discussed. 

Speaking  of  the  oft-repeated  statement  that  infusions  are 
very  variable,  the  author  attributed  this  in  a  large  measure 
to  the  loose  descriptions  in  the  B.P.    For  example,  the 


expression  "cut  small"  would  be  variously  interpreted  by 
different  pharmacists,  some  using  quite  thin  pieces,  others 
thicker,  and  evtn  if  they  were  operating  upon  exactly  the 
same  drugs  the  infusions  would  be.  different.  He  considered 
the  further  reduction  of  time  advocated  by  Mr.  Martindale 
an  important  recommendation,  which  he  agreed  with,  and  he 
submitted  a  tabular  comparison  of  results  obtained  by 
Barnes  in  1870,  himself  in  1886,  Lyon  and  Martindale  in 
1895,  which  showed  that  the  reduction  in  time  did  not  alter 
appreciably  the  amounts  of  extractive  in  the  infusions 
except  in  the  cases  of  buchu,  ergot,  and  rhatany.  This 
result  was  taken  as  a  strong  argument  for  shortening  the 
process. 

Proceeding  to  speak  of  the  proposed  uniformity  of  strength, 
the  author  said  the  advantage  of  this  is  not  very  apparent, 
for  it  would  result  in  a  change  of  the  doses,  which  are  at 
present  uniform  or  nearly  so.  This  applies  particularly  to 
chiretta,  cascarilla,  and  valerian.  The  first-named  would, 
under  Mr  Martindale's  proposal,  be  four  times  the  present 
strength  (boiling  water  being  used),  but  1  in  80  or  1  in  ICO- 
would  be  better  ;  caacarilla  would  then  require  a  larger  dose 
(2  to  4  oz.),  and  valerian  half  the  present  dose.  Mr.  Martin- 
dale says  that  cascarilla  is  only  a  vehicle,  but  Mr.  Cripps 
replied  to  this  by  reading  a  letter  from  a  medical  practitioner, 
dated  November  26,  who  said  :  "  I  certainly  should  not 
relegate  cascarilla  to  the  position  of  '  only  a  vehicle.'  .  .  . 
I  have  for  more  than  a  quatter  cf  a  century  found  the 
greatest  benefit  from  cascarilla,  especially  in  the  earlier 
stages  of  phthisis.  Moreover,  I  have  never  found  it  in  any 
way  disagree  with  the  stomach,  and  I  mention  this  becauEe 
calumba  infusion  often  does." 

Concentrated  infusions  were  then  spoken  of.  The  readi- 
ness with  which  infusions  spoil  is  common  knowledge.  Of 
the  preservatives  for  keeping  them  good,  especially  in  the 
concentrated  state,  alcohol  is  the  best,  but  it  has  the  dis- 
advantage of  precipitating  the  mucilage  present  in  the  fresh 
preparations.  It  also  tappecs  that  the  evaporation  of  a  fresh 
infusion  to  an  eighth  of  its  bulk  and  dilution  to  the  original 
volume,  do  net  afford  us  a  preparation  at  all  like  the 
original.  It  is  wroDg  to  call  such  a  preparation  a  "  concen- 
trated infusion."  The  author  favoured  the  use  of  the 
word  "  essence  "  in  this  connection,  as  proposed  by  Professor 
Attfield.  He  then  spoke  of  the  preparation  of  six  of  the 
most  important  infusions  in  the  concentrated  state — viz., 
calumba,  quassia,  rose,  senega,  orange,  avid  gentian.  His 
remarks  consisted  of  criticisms  of  published  methods  and 
records  of  experiments.  In  this  abstract  we  shall  mention 
only  the  processes  which  the  author  recommends  as  the  best, 
it  being  understood  that  in  each  case  for  1  pint  of  concen- 
trated infusion  eight  times  the  B  P.  quantities  of  solids  are 
to  be  used. 

Calumba. — The  best  preparation  was  obtained  by  reper- 
colation  of  the  drug  with  a  menstruum  consisting  of  1  part 
rectified  spirit  and  4  parts  of  water.  On  dilution  this 
preparation  afforded  an  infusion  resembling  the  fresh 
j  one  It,  like  other  concentrated  preparations,  deposited  a 
I  pale  yellow  crystalline  sediment  in  cold  weather,  which 
dissolved  on  warming,  and  the  precipitation  is  prevented  by 
keeping  the  liquor  in  a  warm  place. 

Quassia — Two  methods  (macaration  and  percolation) 
j  were  tried  and  all  were  found  to  be  equally  good,  the 
!  products  giving  on  dilution  a  liquid  corresponding  in  colour 
with  the  official  infusion  and  an  aroma  almost  as  good. 
The  following  seems  to  us  the  most  reasonable  of  the 
processes  : — Macerate  2  cz.  of  quassia  in  16  oz.  of  cold  water 
for  twenty-four  hours,  strain,  boil  the  strained  liquor  (which 
should  be  12J  cz.),  wash  the  marc  with  3^  cz.  of  water 
and  add  rectified  spirit  sufficient  to  make  the  final  product 
contain  16  per  cent  by  volume  of  alcohol.  [S.V.R.  4  cz.  ia 
about  the  quantity  required. — Ed.  C.  Z>.] 

Senega  — Quite  a  number  of  processes  were  tried,  and  very 
critically  examined  in  regard  to  aroma,  deposit,  colour,  and 
taste.  As  far  as  can  be  judged  from  the  results,  the  best 
preparation  in  every  respect  was  one  made  by  repercolation 
with  20  per  cent,  alcohol,  and  a  l-oo  9  preparation  was  on 
the  whole  better  than  1  to  7.  Estimation  of  the  saponin 
and  sugar  present  showed  that  this  preparation  corresponded 
very  closely  on  dilution  with  the  fresh  infusion.  But  on 
keeping  all  preparations  containing  20  per  cent,  of  rectified 
spirit  undergo  considerable  change,  whereby  saponin  is 
converted  into  sap?genin.    When  dispensjg  conctn  rated 
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infusion  of  senega  the  bottle  should  be  shaken.  It  is  nearly 
always  prescribed  with  ammonium  carbonate,  which  dissolves 
the  deposit. 

Hose. — Moisten  4  oz.  of  the  petals  with  8  oz.  of  a  mixture 
of  equal  parts  of  rectified  spirit  and  water.  Allow  to  stand 
two  days ;  then  pack  in  a  percolator,  and  continue  the  per- 
colation with  water  until  19  oz  of  fluid  have  been  obtained. 
To  this  add  80  minims  of  sulphuric  acid,  and  water  to  20  oz. 
Set  aside  for  a  week,  decant  the  clear  liquor  from  the  deposit, 
and  filter  the  remainder. 

Orange  — The  author  did  not  submit  a  satisfactory  process. 

Gentian. — Repercolation  of  the  orange  and  gentian  with 
cold  water  and  a  tincture  of  the  lemon,  boiling  the  percolate 
to  sterilise,  and  adding  rectified  spirit  to  22  per  cent.  This 
on  dilation  is  very  like  the  fresh  article. 

A  Brisk  Discussion 

followed,  but  there  was  not  much  in  it  worth  reporting,  the 
convenience  of  concentrated  preparations  and  what  to  call 
them  beirjg  the  chief  topics. 

Mr.  C.  D.  Moffat,  to  whose  paper  Mr.  Cripps  had  made 
several  references,  said  that  his  views  had  been  modified 
during  the  past  few  years,  and  now  he  would  not  advocate 
evaporation  except  in  a  few  instances.  Five  or  six  years  ago 
exhaustion  by  pressure  and  repercolation  was  just  beginning 
to  receive  the  attention  it  deserved,  and  by  the  first  process 
he  had  obtained  excellent  results  with  senna,  rhubarb,  and 
buchu.  By  aqueous  repercolation  eminently  satisfactory 
results  were  obtained  with  orange,  provided  the  drug  was 
not  too  tightly  packed ;  otherwise  it  would  clog.  It  should 
be  borne  in  mind  that  freshly- prepared  infusions  were  as 
liable  to  as  great  variations  as  the  concentrated. 

Mr.  Ckipps  briefly  replied. 


LIVERPOOL    PHARMACEUTICAL  STUDENTS' 
SOCIETY. 

At  the  meeting  held  on  Thursday,  December  5,  Mr.  T.  S. 
Wokes  (President)  in  the  chair,  Mr.  R.  H.  Mitchell  asked 
if  any  member  could  indicate  a  rapid  and  easy  way  of 
making 

Almond  Emulsion, 

as  he  believed  an  improvement  on  the  ordinary  process 
could  be  discovered.  The  President  said  that,  so  far  as 
he  was  aware,  no  better  process  than  the  ordinary  one  had 
been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  trade. 

.  Preservation  of  Infusions. 

Mr.  Wokes  showed  a  sample  of  inf.  chiratee  which  had 
been  preserved  in  excellent  condition  since  July  23  by  the 
addition  of  a  few  drops  of  chloroform :  he  recommended 
this  process  of  keeping  infusions.  He  also  showed  a  very 
interesting  old  piece  of  pharmacy-ware  in  the  form  of  an 
old  pewter-covered  spoon  used  for  the  administration  of 
poisons  to  dogs  and  cats.  The  exhibition  of  this  relic  of 
the  past  led  to  a  general  conversation  on  the  poisoning  of 
dogs  and  cats,  and  a  wide  difference  of  opinion  seemed  to 
exist  as  to  the  dose  necessary  for  death,  preferences  ranging 
from  \  to  1  oz.  of  prussic  acid. 

Making  Cod-liyee  Oil  Emulsions. 

Mr.  Ed  Williams  said  that  he  had  been  experimenting. 
He  was  in  a  harry,  and,  in  making  some  emulsion  of  cod- 
liver  oil  B  P.C.  he  put  all  the  ingredients  into  a  bottle  and 
shook  well,  and  dispensed  with  the  mortar  and  rubbing. 
The  result  was  satisfactory,  and  he  would  in  future  make  in 
this  way.  Several  confirmed  his  experience,  and  said  that 
the  resulting  preparation,  in  their  opinion,  was  better. 

Mr.  T.  H.  Wabdlewobth  exhibited  a  specimen  of 
Coulteria  tinctoria,  or  Tara  bean,  a  new  source  of  tannin 
from  Peru. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Mitchell  then  read  a  paper  on 
Ointments. 

The  author  said  much  of  what  he  had  intended  to  say 
when  he  chose  the  subject  had  been  forestalled  by  Mr. 
A.  W.  Gerrard,  in  his  paper  published  in  this  journal  on 
May  25  last ;  but  he  submitted  specimens  of  all  the  official 
ointments,  and  some  new  ones,  showing  suggested  improve- 
ments.   His  comments  we  summarise  briefly  :— 
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Ung.  Acid.  Boric. — Too  hard.  Soft  paraffin  5  parts  and 
hard  paraffin  1  part  give  a  better  basis.  A  softer  one 
(U.  A.  B.  Molle)  would  be  useful,  the  basis  being  white  soft 
paraffin. 

Ting.  Acid.  Carbol. — The  above  remarks  also  apply. 
Ung.  Acid.  Salicylic,  should  be  harder. 
Ung.  Antim.  Tart. — Rub  the  tartar  emetic  with  glycerine 
to  smooth  it. 

Ung.  Belladonna. — The  colour  of  the  new  kind  is  not 
popular. 

Ung.  Capsici  would  be  a  useful  addition. 

Ung.  Cetacei. — A  writer  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal 
recommends  the  Greek  formula,  which  consists  of  equal  parts 
of  spermaceti,  white  wax  and  olive  oil.  This  may  be  all 
right  for  Athens,  but  in  Liverpool  it  is  more  suitable  as  a 
base  for  wax  candles  than  an  ointment. 

Ung.  Chrysarobin. — Not  always  a  smooth  ointment.  A 
sample  was  shown  made  from — 

Chrysarobin   20  gr. 

Glycerin  60  min. 

Benz.  lard  1  oz.  avoir. 

Rub  the  elrrysarobin  with  the  glycerine,  and  add  the  lard  melted. 

The  result  is  eminently  satisfactory. 

Ung.  Hydrargyri. — A  sample  made  according  to  Mr , 
Gerrard's  suggested  formula  was  exhibited  : — 

Parts 

Mercury    . .. ,     ..       . .  2 

Hydrous  wool-fat   . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  1 

Benzoated  lard   1 

It  is  better  to  melt  the  wool-fat  and  lard  and  add  the 
mercury,  instead  of  first  mixing  half  the  base  with  the  mer- 
cury and  then  adding  the  other  half.  The  result  is  a  satis- 
factory ointment  which  is  easily  made  at  the  dispensing- 
counter,  and  should  keep  well.  Thi3  ointment  should  be 
called  rang,  hydrarg.  fort.,  or  strong  mercurial  ointment,  and 
a  diluted  ointment  known  as  ung.  hydrargyri,  or  ung. 
hydrargyri  mitius  {English,  mercurial,  or  blue  ointment), 
should  be  introduced.  The  formula  might  be  ung.  hyd.  fort., 
1  part,  adeps  beoz  ,  2  parts.  The  public  are  in  the  habit  of 
using  a  mild  preparation,  and  many  doctors  are  accustomed 
to  order  a  milder  ointment. 

Ung.  Hydrarg.  Oxid.  Flavi  should  be  introduced — 5  gr. 
to  1  oz.  of  soft  paraffin. 

Ung.  Hyd.  Ox.  Rub. — Anything  but  an  ideal  formula.  A 
better  preparation  is  made  when  the  paraffins  are  3  : 13  in- 
stead of  4  : 12. 

Ung.  Ichthyoli  should  be  added.    Formula  : — 

Sulpho  iehfchyolate  of  ammonium  . .       ..    80  gr. 

Hydrous  wool-fat      ..       ..       ..       ..     -J  oz. 

Benzoated  lard         . .       ....       . .     j  oz. 

Ung.  Picis  Liq. — A  writer  in  the  P.  J.  says  "  this  is  a 
faultless  ointment,  retaining  the  consistent  softness,"  &c. 
This  writer  must  live  in  a  particularly  warm  climate.  The 
ointment  is  much  too  stiff.  Squire  replaces  half  of  the  wax 
with  almond  oil.  Mr.  Gerrard's  formula  is  the  most  suitable. 

Ung.  Pot.  Sulphur  at  — If  made  fresh,  the  J:  ollowing  formula 
leaves  nothing  to  be  desired  : — 

Sulphurated  potash  . .    30  gr. 

Rectif.  spirit   40  min. 

Benzoated  lard         ..       ..       ..       ..  1  oz. 

Powder  the  sulphurated  potash  ;  rub  smooth  with  the  spirit,  and  add 
the  melted  lard.   Rub  on  a  mortar  till  cool. 

Ung.  Plumhi  Oleat.  would  be  a  desirable  addition.  The 
formula  most  favoured  is  Kaposi's,  viz.  :— 


Part 

Lead- plaster  ..       ..      ..   1 

Soft  paraffin  . .       . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  1 

Ung.  Pesince  is  absurdly  stiff.    A  better  one  is : — 

Oz. 

Resin  ..   8 

Yellow  wax    4 

Olive  oil       . .      . .      ......     . .      . .  16 


This  is  a  little  stronger  in  resin  than  the  B  P.,  being  2  in  7 
against  2  in  7y. 

Ung.  Sabinw  should  be  made  with  the  oil  and  benzoated 
lard. 

Ung.  Sanibuci  Yiride  might  be  introduced.  Commercial 


December  14,  1895  THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


859 


samples  show  a  tendency  to  bleach.  The  ointment  is  in 
frequent  popular  demand  for  cracked  nipples. 

Ting.  Simplex. — Unsatisfactory,  being  lumpy,  too  hard  in 
■cold  weather,  and  apt  to  become  rancid.  This  rancidity  is 
probably  caused  by  too  much  stirring  and  beating  to  form  a 
■white  ointment.  The  author  had  not  seen  a  satisfactory 
-solution  of  this  difficulty,  but  would  not  on  that  account 
•delete  the  ointment  or  substitute  ung.  rosaa  (as  suggested 
by  Mr.  Gerrard)  for  it.  It  might  with  advantage  be  made 
softer — that  is,  with  half  the  quantity  of  wax. 

Ting.  Sulphur,  is  a  much  nicer  preparation  when  made  with 
«ulph.  pnecip. 

Discussion. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Jackson  thought  that  the  ung.  byd.  ox.  flav. 
should  be  4  gr.  and  not  5  gr.  to  the  ounce. 

Mr.  P.  H.  Mahsdbn  said  that  ung.  acid,  carbolic,  was  un- 
satisfactory. It  had  been  found  that  an  aqueous  solution 
■of  carbolic  acid  was  much  preferable  and  more  efficacious. 
In  his  opinion  a  cold-cream  basis  would  therefore  be  much 
better.  Ung.  cetacei,  ung.  zinc,  and  ung.  resin,  prepared  by 
Boa's  method  he  had  found  unsatisfactory. 

Mr.  Wyatt,  jun.,  agreed  with  Mr.  Mitchell  that  the 
boric-acid  ointment  was  too  stiff ;  b<">ric  vaseline  of  the  same 
strength  was  much  more  useful.  Carbolic  ointment  ought 
•to  be  made  with  lard,  as  the  acid  generally  crystallised  out 
of  ointments  made  with  paraffin  bases,  and  there  was  the 
fact  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  lard  carbolic  ointments  were 
much  less  caustic  than  those  made  with  vaseline.  It  was 
■undesirable  to  use  glycerine  in  ointments  where  it  was  pos- 
sible to  avoid  it,  as  gljcerine  is  said  by  some  doctors  to 
prevent  absorption.  Calamine  ointment  should  not  be 
omitted  from  the  B.P.,  as  it  is  still  largely  used.  The  same 
remark  applied  to  ung.  hyd.  co.  He  recommended  the 
heating  of  the  lard  in  making  ung.  iodi,  and  then  dissolving 
the  metalloid  in  the  melted  fat ;  the  result  is  very  satisfac- 
tory. As  to  Mr.  Boa's  method  of  making  ointments,  his 
experience  was  the  opposite  of  Mr.  Marsden's,  as  he  found 
•it  to  answer  very  well.  He  had  turned  out  ung.  resin,  and 
other  troublesome  ointments  very  satisfactorily  by  it.  The 
great  point,  he  found,  was  to  know  when  to  stop  stirring, 
and  that  was  on  the  first  appearance  of  "  creaming,"  and 
mot  to  overheat  the  lard,  &c,  in  melting  it.  Ung.  zinci  was 
a  very  good  preparation,  and  could  be  made  smooth,  and  at 
the  same  time  slightly  stimulating  to  the  skin,  by  rubbing 
the  oxide  with  castor  oil  and  a  little  S.V.R. — 1  part  and 
2  parts — and  then  adding  thebenzoated  lard ;  or  the  benzo  in 
might  be  added  dissolved  in  the  S.V.R.,  and  plain  lard  used. 
He  would  like  to  know  if  any  member  had  observed  any 
ohange  in  the  ung.  zinci  oleatis  on  keeping.    He  had  not. 

Mr.  Ed.  Williams  thought  ung.  pot.  sulph.  should  not  be 
omitted.  He  had  had  a  good  demand  for  it  during  the  past 
three  years. 

Mr.  Ed.  Williams  then  read  a  paper  on 

Is  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  Worthy  op  Our 
Support  1 

He  answered  in  the  affirmative,  because  the  Society  has 
greatly  improved  the  education  of  the  chemist  and  protected 
his  interests.  Mr.  Williams  considered  that  chemists  ought 
to  pay  an  annual  registration  fee.  Dock-labourers  with  15s. 
a  week  pay  2,\d.  a  week  to  their  trade-union.  Why  should 
not  the  chemist  emulate  the  dock-labourer  ? 

Mr.  Frank  Walker,  in  leading  off  the  discussion,  said 
that  whatever  might  be  the  attitude  of  the  chemist  it  was 
his  duty,  whether  for  or  against,  to  join  the  Society,  and 
then  criticise  it  from  within.  The  Society  should  have  paid 
servants  to  get  up  the  evidence  for  Pharmacy- Act  prosecu- 
tions. 

Mr.  Ashworth  thought  that  the  curriculum  was  un- 
desirable, as  after  the  Preliminary  examination  the  student 
had  to  serve  three  years  as  an  apprentice  [in  which  opinion 
Mr.  Asbworth  is  quite  wrong. — Ed  ].  He  suggested  that  the 
two  societies  of  the  city,  senior  and  junior,  should  have  a 
•common  central  hall  or  club. 

Mr.  P.  H.  Marsden,  Mr.  J.  R.  Jackson,  and  Mr.  Pierson 
also  stood  up  for  the  Society. 


SOCIETY  OF  CHEMICAL  INDUSTRY. 

The  President  of  the  Society  (Mr.  Thomas  Tyrer)  has  been 
paying  visits  to  some  of  the  sections.    At  Manchester,  on 


Friday  evening  last  (December  6),  he  spoke  at  the  meeting 
presided  over  by  Mr.  G.  E.  Davis,  referring  to  the  Society's 
growth  and  criticising  the  present  state  of  technical  educa- 
tion in  this  country.  In  his  recent  visit  to  America  he 
visited  six  technical  institutions,  and  he  did  not  think  the 
equal  of  any  one  of  them  could  be  found  in  England,  and  in 
nearly  every  town  of  any  size  there  was  a  college  of  pharmacy 
and  the  arrangements  in  each  department  were  very  satis- 
factory. Dr.  Lewkowitsch  read  a  paper  on  "  Contributions 
to  the  Analysis  of  Fats,"  in  which  he  referred  chiefly  to  the 
selection  of  proper  solvents,  such  as  petroleum  ether  or  ether. 
At  the  meeting  of  the  Nottingham  Section  on  Wednesday 
evening  the  President  was  on  the  platform  and  addressed 
the  members. 

The  Scottish  Section  met  at  Edinburgh  last  week,  when 
Mr.  R.  Tervet  read  a  paper  on  "  Destructive  Distillation,' 
with  special  reference  to  coal  and  shale. 


MIDLAND  CHEMISTS'  ASSISTANTS'  ASSOCIATION. 

A  meeting  of  chemists'  assistants  was  held  on  Friday, 
December  6,  at  the  Cobden  Hotel,  Birmingham,  when 
resolutions  were  unanimously  carried  to  form  such  an 
Association  ;  to  hold  weekly  meetings  on  Wednesdays  at 
9  p.m.  ;  to  accept  as  members  employes  or  students  of 
pharmacy,  and  as  honorary  members  employers  and  others 
interested  in  pharmacy ;  to  admit  apprentices  over  18  years 
of  age  as  members  at  half  the  usual  subscription  for  mem- 
bers ;  and  to  charge,  for  members  5s ,  and  for  honorary 
members  not  less  than  10.s.  6d.  Mr.  H.  M.  Bindloss,  of 
17  Bull  Street,  Birmingham,  is  acting  as  temporary  Secre- 
tary, and  a  general  meeting  was  held  on  December  11  at  the 
Exchange  Rooms,  when  the  resolutions  were  confirmed  and 
adopted,  and  the  following  Committee  was  elected : — 
Arblaster,  P.  C,  13  Hagley  Road  ;  Barclay,  T.  jun.,  17  Bull 
Street;  Bindloss,  H.  M.,  17  Bull  Street;  Boucher,  H.,  114 
Hall  Road,  Handsworth  ;  Clarke,  T.  C,  40  Bristol  Street; 
Cross,  jun.,  High  Street;  Davies,  R.  L.,  151  Broad  Street; 
France,  J.  H,  1  Easy  Row;  Jesaop,  H.,  122  King  Edward's 
Road ;  Lawtoa,  W.,  199  Bristol  Street ;  Meggeson,  W.  E., 
Church  Street ;  Peters,  A.,  13  Hagley  Road  ;  Selby,  J.,  17 
Bull  Street ;  Williams,  R.  M.,  151  Broad  Street. 


MANCHESTER  PHARMACEUTICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  in  the  rooms  of 
the  Chemical  Club,  Victoria  Hotel,  on  December  11,  when 
Mr.  Charles  Turner,  F.C.S.,  delivered  a  lecture  on  the 
"  Methods  of  the  Production  in  Plants."  Mr.  G  S.  Woolley, 
President  of  the  Association,  occupied  the  chair. 

Mr.  Turner  dealt  principally  with  the  methods  of  re-pro- 
duction in  the  lower  forms  of  plants.  His  remarks  were 
illustrated  by  a  number  of  lantern-slices  and  microscopic 
preparations,  Amongst  other  objects  exhibited  were  pollen 
grains,  showing  the  true  nuclei  which  some,  if  not  all, 
develop  in  their  later  stages ;  ulothrix,  and  other  algse ;  a 
large  specimen  of  Vaucheria,  having  oogonia  distinctly 
visible  to  the  unaided  eye  ;  diatoms,  and  orher  microscopic 
objects.  The  illustrations  were  very  successfully  given,  and 
were  inspected  with  evident  interest  and  pleasure. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  lecturer  and  an  examination  of 
the  microscopic  objects  exhibited  followed. 


SHEFFIELD  PHARMACEUTICAL  AND  CHEMICAL 
SOCIETY. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  session  of  this  Society,  held  on 
December  11,  Mr.  T.  Aird  Murray,  C.E.,  read  an  exhaustive 
paper  on  "  The  Relations  between  Contagion  and  Sanitation." 
Mr.  J.  F.  Eardley  presided,  and  some  ladies  were  present. 
The  lecturer  first  pointed  out  the  way  in  which  a  connection 
between  contagious  diseases  and  bacteria  had  been  esta- 
blished on  a  scientific  basis,  and  said  the  special  mission  of 
the  bacteria  organisms  was  to  bring  about  the  different 
processes  of  organic  fermentation  or  decomposition.  In 
nitrous  and  nitric  fermentations  he  showed  that  the  pro- 
duction of  nitrites  and  nitrates  was  due  to  the  special 
actions  of  two  distinct  types  of  bacteria  organisms — viz.,  the 
nitrous  and  nitric  ferments  which,  in  obtaining  their 
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nutriment  Irom  organic  compounds  containing  nitrogen,  so 
disturbed  the  stability  cf  the  compounds  as  to  result  in  their 
bresking-up  and  reforming  into  more  simple  inorganic  com- 
pounds and  elementary  substances.  Organic  fermentation, 
decomposition,  and  putrefaction  are  similar  processes,  brought 
about  by  th  e  action  of  bacteria,  with  the  result  that  dangerous 
organic  substances  aTe  sometimes  formed  as  by-products, 
such  as  poisonous  alkaloids  and  albuminoids.  He  also 
showed  that  anthrax,  typhoid,  cholera,  &c,  owed  their  con- 
tagious properties  to  specific  forms  of  bacteria,  and  said  the 
poisonous  products  from  the  ferment  action  of  the  bacteria 
in  the  system  was  most  deadly.  In  dealing  with  sanitation, 
Mr.  Murray  said  no  defective  drainage  or  accumulation  of 
decomposing  filth  could  spontaneously  generate  contagious 
disease ;  but  such  offensive  conditions  formed  a  suitable 
ground  in  which  bacteria  would  freely  propagate,  if  by  any 
means  introduced.  The  amount  of  effluvia  connected  with 
sewer  gas  was  no  criterion  as  to  its  dangerous  properties, 
as  the  ordinary  atmosphere,  if  it  contained  the  specific 
bacteria,  or  contagium  of  any  disease,  was  quite  as  much 
to  be  dreaded  as  sewer-gas. 
Mr.  Murray  received  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  at  the  close. 


BRADFORD  AND  DISTRICT  CHEMISTS'  ASSOCIATION. 

At  the  meeting  held  on  December  4,  the  Pbesidext,  Mr. 
Edward  Mackay,  delivered  an  address,  which  was  highly 
instructive  and  interesting.  Unity  and  combination,  he  urged, 
were  essential  features  in  the  successful  maintenence  of  the 
Association  He  was  surprised  that  there  had  been  no 
association  in  B  adford  during  the  past  twenty-five  years. 
One  was  absolutely  necessary  in  a  town  of  240,000  in- 
habitants, with  over  eighty  chemists.  A  discussion  followed, 
in  which  Messrs.  Rimmington,  Dunn,  Silson,  Waddington, 
and  Pickabd  took  part ;  and  a  vote  of  thanks  was  passed 
to  the  President. 


GraDe  IRotes. 


A  Gold  Medal  has  been  awarded  to  the  Iron  and  Steel 
Plant  Corrpinj,  at  the  Middlesborough  Exhibition,  1895,  for 
Caird's  sttmped-steel  barrels,  which  we  described  recently. 

Jeyes'  Sanitary  Compound  Company  report  two  more 
awards  of  medals  for  their  preparations,  bringing  up  their 
record  to  83.  One  was  awarded  at  an  Industrial  Exhibition 
at  Manchester,  and  the  other  at  the  Exposition  du  Travail  at 
Paiis. 

Diaey  Buyehs'  Guide — Under  the  heading  "  Plasters  "  in 
fouith  column  page  166*  of  the  Diaey  Buyers'  Guide,  sub- 
scribers will  pleise  insert  the  folio  475,  referring  to  the  manu- 
facturer of  Leslies  (Limited),  which  has  been  accidentally 
omitted. 

Mess3s.  Baeclay  &  Sons  (Lim.)  have  re gistered  a  "  per- 
forated court-plaster."  The  sheets  are  perforated  in  unequal 
square  and  oblong  sizes,  so  that  a  small  piece  can  easily  be 
taken  for  use  without  the  aid  of  scissors.  Their  price  is 
2s.  per  dczen  packets. 

The  Liquor  Carnis  Company  have  prodaced  two  new 
showcards — one  for  their  L  C.C.  Meat- juice  and  the  other 
for  their  Virol — copies  of  which  they  will  supply  to  chemists 
who  will  exhibit  them.  Applications  must  be  sent  to  the 
company,  at  Aston  Clinton,  Backs. 

Among  the  telegraphic  addresses  published  in  The 
Chemists'  and  Deuggjsts'  Diaey,  1896,  that  of  "  Sponge 
London"  is  given  as  beJoDging  to  Messrs.  H.  Marks  &  Sons 
(Limited)  and  to  Messrs.  M.  Peterson  &  Co.  Will  subsciibers 
please  cress  out  the  latter,  which  has  been  inserted  in  error  ? 

We  observe  that  the  Army  hospital  ship  which  left  for  the 
Gold  Coast  last  Saturday  bad  a  large  supply  of  medical- 
comfort  boxes,  in  which  "Bovril"  was  included.  The  fact 
that  there  was  also  extract  of  meat  in  the  boxes  shows  that 
the  Army  Medical  Department  attaches  special  importance 
to  "Bovril." 

The  Guy's  Tonic  Company,  of  12  Buckingham  Palace 
Road,  London,  S.W.,  have  done  a  clever  thing  in  getting  Dr. 
Conan  Dojle  to  write  a  pleasant  little  story  for  them.  It  is 
entitled  ■'■  Touch  and  Go,"  and  is  published  in  a  pamphlet 
which  also  contains  [copies  of  350  testimonials  to  Guy's 


tonic  and  Guy's  fruit  pills.  The  company  are  willing  to. 
send  fifty  copies  of  the  pamphlet,  ^carriage  paid,  to  any; 
chemist  for  distiibution. 

Messes.  Bubboughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.,  Snow  Hilt 
Buildings,  E.G.,  have  submitted  for  our  examination  a  sample 
of  "Perfected  Wyeth  Beef  juice,"  which  is  now  placed  on 
the  English  market  through  them.  This  is  a  preparation 
upon  which  we  reported  in  warm  terms  several  years  ago,, 
and  our  re-examination  of  the  juice  enables  us  to  corroborate 
what  was  then  said.  The  juice  is  quite  limpid,  is  free  from 
alcoholic  and  phenolic  preservatives,  and  where  a  highly 
concentrated  and  quickly  assimilable  form  of  nutrition  is- 
desired  this  juice  may  be  commended.  For  fmther  par- 
ticulars in  regard  to  it,  and  an  illustration  of  the  container, 
see  page  190  of  the  1896  Diaey.  The  firm  inform  us  that- 
by  an  oversight  soloids  of  iodic  hjdrarg.  were  wrongly 
quoted  in  their  index  price-list  in  the  Diaey.  They  ask 
chemists  to  correct  the  quotations  on  page  201  for  bottles 
containing  24  and  100  soloids  from  7s.  6d.  and  16*.  to  20s, 
(twenty  shillings)  and  68s.  (sixty-eight  shillings)  per  dozen. 

In  the  pamphlet  entitled  "  Business  Building  and  Money- 
Making  for  Chemists,"  recently  issued  by  the  enterpris- 
ing promoters  of  "  Frog  in  your  Throat,"  two  competi- 
tions for  prizes  were  offered,  one  the  "  Window  dressing 
Competition,"  for  varicus  prize5,  valued  in  the  aggregate  at 
22.01  ;  the  other,  a  small  competition  of  a  literary  nature, 
with  a  prize  of  21s.  In  the  latter,  a  young  lady  vocalist, 
who  had  received  a  present  from  her  lover,  Thomas,  of  a 
box  of  l;Frog  in  your  Throat,"  and  had  used  them,  was 
supposed  on  next  meeting  her  lover  to  mention  to  him  the 
name  of  a  famous  Irish  poet.  A  large  number  of  answers  ■ 
were  sent,  and  the  winner  was  to  be  the  sender  of  the  first 
envelope  opened  containing  the  right  name.  Tom  (More) 
Moore  was,  of  course,  the  name  required,  and  Mr.  William  E. 
Curtis,  of  37  Fore  Street;  Totnes,  is  the  winner  of  the  "  Frog 
in  your  Throat "  guinea.  The  larger  competition,  above  re- 
ferred to,  is  still  open,  and  we  understand  that  there  are- 
already  a  considerable  number  of  competition  "Frog"  win- 
dows in  various  parts  of  the  country. 

Messes.  J.  H.  Lynn  &  Co.,  28a  Farringdon  Street,  E.C> 
have  submitted  to  us  a  whole  year's  numbers  of  the  monthly 
"  Budget,"  which  they  offer  to  chemists  for  free  distribution. 
The  "  Budget "  is  an  eight- page  magazine  containing  tales  and 
short  pieces  of  humour  and  useful  information,  the  whole 
being  appropriately  illustrated.  Half  a  page  in  each  number- 
is  reserved  lor  advertising  Dr.  Lynn's  Fig  Remedy,  and  the 
whole  of  the  back  page  is  reserved  for  the  chemists'  own. 
advertisement.  The  firm  have  been  fairly  well  supported  by 
the  trade,  but  they  are  open  to  receive  many  more  communi- 
cations from  chemists,  and,  to  show  them  how  they  can. 
effectually  use  the  back  page  for  advertising,  the  firm  have, 
compiled  a  special  circular,  which  contains  about  two  dozen 
specimen  advertisements.  Chemists  who  advertise  should 
write  to  the  firm  for  copies  of  this  new  circular :  they  may 
find  some  good  hints  in  it.  The  terms  upon  which  the 
"  Budget  "  issupplied  month  by  month  are  11  per  1,000,  which, 
includes  the  setting-up  of  the  page  advertisement.  It  is 
only  given  to  one  chemist  in  a  district ;  he  can  give  it  what 
title  he  likes,  and  may  let  a  portion  of  the  advertising  space 
to  friendly  shopkeepers.  The  last-mentioned  condition 
should  enable  any  enterprising  man  to  recoup  himself  for  the 
initial  outlay. 


Business  Cbanges. 


Mb.  H.  E.  Thompson,  from  Hull,  has  bought  the  Moseley 
Drug-stores,  Birmingham. 

The  business  belonging  to  the  late  Mr.  John  Macdonald,. 
58  Newington  Road,  Edinburgh,  has  been  bought  by  Mr. 
John  Mackintosh,  President  of  the  Edinburgh  Chemists'" 
Assistants'  Association,  and  Mr.  Blair  Hill,  assistant  with- 
Messis.  J.  F.  Macfarlan  &  Co.,  North  Bridge,  Edinburgh. 

The  chemist  and  diuggist  business  in  St.  Philip's  Road 
Sheffield,  formerly  carried  on  by  Mr.  George,  has  again 
changed  hands.  Mr.  C.  H.  Hewitt,  who  became  the  pro- 
prietor two  years  ago,  has  disposed  of  his  interest  in  it  to 
Mr.  Highfield,  who  has  been  for  some  years  with  Mr.  W. 
Ward,  Sheffield  Moor. 
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flew  Compantea. 


Celebes  Syndicate  (Limited). — With  a  capitil  of 
3,0002.,  in  102.  shares.  Objects  :  To  carry  on  the  business  of 
miners,  quarrymen,  manufacturers  and  refiners  of  mineral 
oils  and  other  mineral,  metallic,  or  chemical  products,  candles, 
•  gas,  soap,  fuel  and  artificial  manure,  fee.  The  first  directors 
(to  number  not  fewer  than  two  nor  more  than  three)  are  to 
he  nominated  by  the  subscribers. 

•Gravesend  Mineral-waters  Company  (Limited). — 
Capital  10,0002.,  in  12.  shares.  Objects :  To  enter  into  an 
agreement  with  Henry  Bigstcr,  and  to  manufacture,  sell, 
and  deal  in  mineral  and  aerated  waters  and  other  drink*, 
■•cordials,  and  beverages.  The  first  directors  (to  number  not 
fewer  than  three  nor  more  than  five)  are  to  be  appointed  hy 
the  subscribers.  Qualification,  2002.  Remuneration,  20C2 
per  annum,  divisible. 

Dr.  Tibble's  Vi  Cocoa  (Limited).— Capital  4.0002,  in 
12.  shares.  Objects :  To  enter  into  an  agreement  with 
Samuel  T.  and  Charles  H.  Williamson,  and  fo  manufacture, 
sell,  and  deal  in  the  food,  beverage,  and  preparation  ktiown  as 
"  Dr.  Tibbie's  Vi-Cocoa"and  "Dr.  Tibbie's  Vi-Cocoa-tablets.'' 
The  first  directors  (to  number  not  fewer  than  three  nor  more 
than  seven)  are  the  two  vendors,  Rev.  Robert  P.  Downes 
■and  James  H  Osborne.  Qualification,  2002.  Rimuneratiorj. 
as  the  company  may  decide.  Registered  offise,  Suffolk 
•House,  Laurence  Pountney  Lane,  Cannon  Stre3t,  E.C. 

Elberfeld  Farbenfabriken  Company  (Limited)  — 
■Capital,  5,0002.  in  102.  shares.  Objects :  To  carry  on  the 
business  of  manufacturers,  producers,  importers,  exporters, 
merchants,  brokers,  wholesale  and  retail  dealers  of  and  in  all 
kinds  of  chemicals,  drugs,  colours,  dye-stuffs,  pharmaceu- 
tical preparations,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  (each  with  one 
share)  are :— H.  T.  Bottioger,  16  to  18  Britterstrasse, 
ZElberfeld,  Germany;  W.  J.  Alexander,  20  Booth  Street, 
Manchester,  merchant;  A.  Keller,  Grand  Hotel,  Manchester, 
merchant;  F.  Bayer,  Koriigstrasse  146,  Elberfeld,  managing- 
director  of  company ;  H.  Kdnig,  Victoriastrasse  35,  Elber- 
feld, managing-director  of  company ;  C.  Hiilsenbusch, 
Marienstrasse  118,  Elberfeld,  merchant;  H.  Mathis,  Auer- 
strasse  37,  Elberfeld,  merchant;  W.  Gansser,  Elberfeld, 
merchant;  G.  Bock,  Varresbeckerstrasse  20,  Elberfeld, 
oashier.  The  first  directors  (to  number  not  fewer  than  two 
nor  more  than  seven)  are  to  be  nominated  by  the  sub- 
scribers. 


Beatb& 


Farrow. — Mr.  Charles  H.  Farrow,  chemist,  Palgrave,  near 
'Diss,  died  suddenly  on  Decrmber  9.  The  deceesed,  it  is  stated, 
had  a  strong  prejudice  against  doctors,  and  becoming  ill  he 
would  not  have  a  doctor.  Subsequently,  his  wife,  finding 
Chat  he  was  getting  worse,  asked  Dr.  Wright,  surgeon,  of  Eye, 
to  call  as  a  friend.  When  Dr.  Wright  arrived,  however,  he 
found  that  Mr.  Farrow  had  been  dead  about  twenty  minutes. 
From  the  particulars  given  to  him,  although  he  could  not 
give  a  certificate,  he  had  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  death 
had  been  caused  through  pleuro  -pneumonia.  He  reported 
accordingly  to  the  county  coroner,  who  has  decided  that  no 
onquest  is  necessary. 

Hind.— On  December  5,  Mr.  T.  W.  L.  Hind,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Kendal.  Mr.  Hind  went  to  Kendal  from  Harrogate 
thirty-five  years  ago  as  assistant  with  Mr.  Greaves,  whose 
daughter  he  subsequently  married,  ultimately  succeeding  to 
the  business.  He  became  a  member  of  the  Scalthaltering 
Parish  Council,  and  was  well  known  in  the  district  as  a  suc- 
cessful poultry-breeder.    Aged  55. 

Morris— On  December  4,  Mr.  Edward  Morris,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Tame  Street,  Tenbury.    Aged  71. 

Pinhey  —Mr.  William  T.  Pinhey,  one  of  the  oldest  and 
best-known  Australian  pharmacist?,  died  at  Sydney  on  Oc- 
tober 27,  aged  75  years.  Mr.  Pinhey  was  known  in  New 
South  Wales  as  the  "  Father  of  Pharmacy,"  and  no  man  in 
the  ranks  of  chemistry  in  Australasia  was  better  liked  and 
respected  than  he.  The  deceased  gentleman  was  born  at 
Shoreham,  in  Sussex  (where  his  father,  an  old  Navy  coctor, 


practised  medicine)  and  educated  at  the  Blue  Coat  School,  in 
London.  When  home  for  a  holiday,  at  the  age  of  14,  he  fell 
in  with  a  merchant-captain,  whose  ship  had  been  chartered  by 
Government  for  the  conveyance  of  prisoners  to  Australia,  and 
he  decided  to  accompany  him.  His  sea- voyage  disgusted  him 
so  much  that  he  made  up  his  mind  never  to  travel  again, 
and  this  determination  he  stuck  to  resolutely.  In  Sydney 
he  entered  the  pharmacy  of  Mr.  Foss.  Daring  the  riext  few 
years  he  was  successively  chemist's  assistant  and  lawyer's 
clerk  ;  but,  in  1845,  he  opened  a  chemist's  shop  at  Ma'tland, 
in  the  north.  It  was  not  a  success,  and  after  five  years  he 
came  back  to  Sydney,  and  remained  there  as  a  checmst  in 
business  until  his  final  retirement  from  the  trade  in  1877. 
Mr.  Pinhey  took  a  leading  part  in  the  formation  of  the 
NSW.  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  was  elected  Us  first 
President.      When   Mr.  Gritton,  the  Secretary,  disd,  the 


Council  prevailed  upon  Mr.  Pinhey  to  take  up  t^e  secretarial 
work,  which  he  continued  almost  to  the  time  of  his  death. 
By  Mr.  Pinhey's  first  marriage  there  were  six  children — four 
sons  and  two  daughters.  Of  the  five  living,  the  eldest  is 
Mr.  Charles  Hart  Townley  Piohey,  the  Registrar  General  of 
New  South  Wales  ;  the  next  is  Mr.  William  H.  Pinbey,  an 
inspector  of  the  Commercial  Banking  Cjmpany  of  Sydney; 
and  the  third  Mr.  John  Pinhey,  manager  of  the  Commercial 
Bank  at  Milton.  During  the  sixty  years  of  his  residence  in 
New  South  Wales  Mr.  Pinhey  had  never  been  anywhere  ex- 
cepting in  Sydney,  Wollongong,  and  Maitland.  This  one 
trip  to  Wollongong,  a  distance  of  fifty  miles,  was  made  in 
1837,  and  nearly  proved  disastrous,  for  the  schooner  in  which 
Mr.  Pinhey  travelled  was  caught  in  a  squall  and  carried 
out  on  the  high  seas,  where  she  drifted  helplessly  for  days, 
until  getting  into  port  just  when  preparations  were  beiog 
made  to  slaughter  the  mate's  dog  for  a  meal. 


Clyde  Remedy. — "James's  powders.''  Safe  treatment 
for  feverish  symptoms.  [Please  carefully  credit  this  joke  to 
Punck.~] 

In  the  Queen's  Bench  Court,  on  December  11,  after  a 
hearing  of  four  days,  judgment  for  4112  ISs.Qd  was  given 
in  an  action  brought  by  Mr.  Andrews,  an  enginesr,  of 
Swansea,  against  Mr.  W.  G  S.  Mockford  (who.  about  1880, 
carried  on  business  as  a  chemist  and  druggist  in  the  City  of 
London)  and  Mr.  W.  C  Mockford,  for  damages  lor  alleged 
misrepresentation  in  the  prospectus  of  the  Sutherland  Reefs 
(Limited),  a  Transvaal  gold-mining  company,  in  which  the 
plaintiff  had  taken  shares.  Execution  was  stayed  oi  terms 
pending  an  appeal,  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  saying  that  thai; 
must  not  be  taken  as  indicating  that  he  was  favourable  to 
the  appeal. 
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INFRINGEMENT     OF     TRADE  MARK, 


u 


SANITAS." 


82  Park  End,  Bromley,  Kent, 
Dear  Sirs,  26th  November,  1895. 

I  beg  to  express  regret  that  1  have  inadvertently  sold 
B  Disinfectant  Preparation  under  the  name  of  "Sanatee,"  and, 
in  consideration  of  your  not  instituting  proceedings  against  me, 
I  hereby  undertake  to  make  no  further  use  of  that  word,  which, 
now  that  you  have  called  my  attention  to  the  matter,  I  admit  is 
an  infringement  of  your  rights. 

I  also  agree  to  hand  over  to  you  for  destruction  all  printed 
matter  of  which  that  word  forms  a  part. 

Yours  trulv, 
(Signed)  E.  MONKHOUSE. 

To  the  "Sanitas"  Company  (Limited), 
Bethnal  Green,  London,  E. 

[LLIS'S  TABLEJf ATERS. 

"UNSURPASSED  FOR  EXCELLENCE." 

Manufactured  entirely  from  an  "  ABSOLUTELY 
PURE  "  and  INEXHAUSTIBLE  "  CRYSTAL 
SPRING,"  situated  on  the  premises,  and  ex- 
clusively the  private  property  of  the  Firm 
at  Ruthin.  

R.  ELLIS  &  SOW,  RUTHIN,  N.  WALES. 
PUREST  IN  ENGLAND. 


Supplied  in  Six  Dozen 

Cases, 
Carriage  Paid,  by 


NE 

TA 


SODA,  SELTZER, 
LITHIA,  POTASH,  LEMONADE, 
GINGER  ALE,  &e. 


Analysis,  &c,  on 
Application. 


I.  M.  MILLS  &  CO., 

BOURNE, 

LmCOL&SHXBE. 


WATER 


West  End  Agent,  J}.  WHEATLEY,  16a  North  Audley  Street,  W 
City  Agents,  RAE  &  C<  .,  23  Fenchurch  Street,  E.C.  And  of  all  Chemists' 
Wine  Merchants,  Hotels,  &c. 


PATENTS,  DESIGNS,  &  TRADE  MARKS. 

Searches  effected  through  the  Classified  Volumes  of  the  Society 
free  of  charge.    Registrations  throughout  the  world.  Advice 
as  to  infringements  preliminary  to  litigation. 

APPLY — 

TRADE    MARK    PROTECTION  SOCIETY 

 1  FlTBJSnVAIi  STBEET,  E.C.  

MOLLER'S  HYDROXYl=FREE  OIL. 

A  New  Method  of  Manufacturing  Cod^liver  Oil. 

The  Primitive  Process  dates  back  to  the  Palaeolithic  age  of  Northern 
Europe,  and  its  modus  operandi  was  to  keep  the  livers  till  they  became 
putrid  and  the  oil,  &c,  exuded  from  them. 

The  Steam  Process,  which  we  introduced  in  1853,  revolutionised  the 
manufacture,  and  its  product — the  colourless  oil — has  since  occupied  the 
place  of  the  old  brown  oils. 

The  New  Process  now  being  introduced  is  the  second  important  ad- 
vance in  the  system  of  manufacture,  and  its  product — the  hydroxyl-free 
oil — is  as  essentially  different  from  steam-prepared  oil  as  that  was  from 
the  brown  oil.   

Full  particulars,  prices,  &c,  on  application  to — 

PETER  MOLLER, 

LONDON   OFFICES—  43  SNOW   HILL,  E.C. 


MALT  EXTRACT. 

In  Bulk.        In  Bottles. 

MALT  EXTRACT  EXTRACT  of  MALT, 

WITH  COD  LITER  OIL.  LIQUID. 

CONCENTRATED  DRY  EXTRACT  OF  MALT 

IN  POWDER. 

These  are  made  in  vacuo  from  thoroughly  sound  malt  of  the  best  Pale 
Bailey  only,  have  the  maximum  proportion  of  diastase,  and  are  suitable 
for  export  to  all  climates. 


JOHN  MOSS  &  CO., 

Galen  Works,  Wilson  St.,  New  Cross  Road,  London,  S.E. 


Ti'cE  CuDEST  ENGLISH  &  AMERICAN  CHEMIST 
:.  In  PARIS  (founded  1808J 

MO  I  S  S  Y  ^  G  A  L  L  O  I S 

2,  Place;  Vendome,  Corner  of  rue  St-Honore 

would  undertake  one  or  two  additional 
agencies  for  patent  Medicines,'-  Sundries, ,  eto. 
Special  connexion  amongst  Doctors  ' 

_  ■      -        '  ■        In.  Paris  &  Provinces.  J 


We  invite  the  co-operation 
of  a  pushing  Chemist  in 
every  Town. 

WE  will  advertise  YOU 
in   a  direction  that  must 
result  advantageously. 
Write 

HORLICK   and  Co. 
39   Snow  Hill, 
London,  E.C. 


TRADE  MARK  REGISTRATIONS. 

(HOME    FOREIGN.   AND  COLONIAL.) 

Aloderate  I  n  elusive  Fees. 

SE  ARC HES,    REPORTS,  ■  DESIGN S.  , 
T.B.  BROWNE,  Ld.,  163.  Queen  Victoria  St.,  E.C. 


ELLIN'S 


THE 
BEST 


FOOD 


FOB  HCnF-A-IETTS  &c  IIETV-A-IjIIDS. 


"I  have  prescribed! 
VI  B  RON  A  with  benefit 
in  convalescence  after 
Influenza." — 

 M.D. 

"An  ExcellentWine."— 77>e  Lancet. 
Sole  Proprietors* 

Fletcher.  Fletcher  &    Hoiioway.  London 

BOYCOTTING. 

The  Midland  chemists  unkindly  denied  to  their  waiting 
brethren  all  over  the  United  Kingdom  the  light  and  leading 
which  were  expected  to  flow  from  their  discussion  last  week 
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on  the  proposals  which  had  been  brought  before  them  by 
Mr.  E.  J.  Smith.  We  cannot  deny  that  their  secret  session 
was  justifiable.  To  hatch  a  conspiracy  with  reporters 
present  would  have  been,  perhaps,  rather  too  fin  de  slide. 

Since  we  last  wrote  on  this  subject  we  have  bad  the 
opportunity  of  reading  a  pamphlet  by  Mr.  Smith  ("  The 
New  Trades- combination  Movement :  Its  Principles  and 
Methods."  Cornish  Brothers,  Birmingham.  6d.~),  which  is 
an  able  and  interesting  indictment  of  excessive  competition. 
We  should  have  been  glad  to  have  found  in  the  pamphlet  an 
account  of  the  details  and  difficulties  of  the  bedstead- 
combination  which  Mr.  Smith  has  successfully  organised  in 
his  district.  We  are  informed  that  it  has,  so  far,  proved 
thoroughly  satisfactory,  the  interests  of  manufacturers, 
workmen,  and  dealers  having  been  all  provided  for,  while,  if 
the  public  pay  a  little  extra  on  each  article,  they  get  the 
advantage,  perhaps,  of  ensuring  a  better  standard  of  quality. 
It  is  on  the  success  of  this  bedstead- combination  that  Mr. 
Smith  based  his  assurance  to  the  Midland  chemists  that, 
whatever  criticism  might  be  directed  against  his  plan,  it 
could  not  to-day  be  said  that  it  was  Utopian  and  im- 
practicable. 

But  this  scheme  corresponds  much  more  closely  with  the 
alkali,  iodine,  or  quicksilver  rings  familiar  to  the  drug-trade 
than  with  any  retail  business.  Indeed,  we  cannot  see  that 
it  is  at  all  analogous  to  the  iatter.  It  has  been  alleged  that 
in  our  previous  note  on  Mr.  Smith's  advice  we  condemned 
his  scheme  without  offering  any  reason  whatever  for  our 
opinion.  The  charge  is  in  a  sense  a  true  one.  The  arguments 
against  the  suggested  combination  of  chemists  as  a  means  of 
preventing  cutting  seemed  to  us  too  apparent  to  need 
reciting  to  chemists.  But  we  cannot  ignore  the  fact  that 
the  Midland  chemists  have  taken  the  proposal  seriously  into 
consideration,  and  that  chemists  have  written  to  us  in 
support  of  it  from  Liverpool,  Bristol,  Belfast,  and  Scotland. 
Several  of  these  correspondents  appear  to  confuse  the  end 
with  the  means.  The  desirability  of  restoring  to  chemists  a 
fair  profit  on  the  articles  they  sell  is  recognised  by  every- 
one, and  by  none  more  emphatically  than  by  many  of  those 
manufacturers  whose  goods  are  cut.  But  it  does  not  follow 
that  because  a  scheme  is  labelled  as  being  intended  for  that 
purpose  it  is  necessarily  practicable,  or  even  possible.  We 
have  no  hesitation  at  all  in  saying  that  the  adoption  of  the 
course  suggested  by  the  retail  drug-trade  would  infinitely 
benefit  the  cutters  and  would  correspondingly  injure  those 
who  combined. 

For  put  it  in  the  most  favourable  light.  Suppose  that 
three-fourths  of  the  chemists  of  Birmingham,  Liverpool,  or 
Belfast  could  be  brought  into  a  perfectly  organised  union. 
Suppose  they  agreed  to  the  utmost  detail  as  to  the 
prices  they  should  charge  in  all  circumstances.  Then 
suppose  that  they  went  to  the  wholesale  houses  with  whom 
they  deal,  and  presented  to  them  the  alternative  of  retaining 
their  accounts  or  of  being  free  to  supply  anybody.  Suppose, 
further,  that  all  the  wholesale  houses  so  addressed  submitted 
to  the  coercion  and  consented  to  come  into  the  Union.  And 
suppose,  lastly,  that  all  the  assistants  employed  by  those 
combining  chemists  of  Birmingham,  Liverpool,  or  Belfast 
consented  likewise  to  bind  themselves  to  accept  no  situation 
in  the  town  with  anybody  outside  the  Union.  It  will  be  seen 
that  we  are  supposing  a  series  of  impossibilities,  but  let  us 
assume  it  all.  Would  there  be  the  smallest  fraction  of 
difficulty  in  the  way  of  any  cutter  in  stocking  his  shop  or 
store  with  all  the  senna,  salts,  rhubarb,  castor  oil,  or  any- 
thing else  he  might  require  in  the  drug- line?  He  might 
be  momentarily  blocked  with  one  or  two  proprietary 
articles,  but  the  inconvenience  would  be  infinitesimal. 
If    all    the    recognised    wholesale    drug-houses,  and 


all  the  druggists'  sundries  houses,  and  all  the  patent* 
medicine  houses  in  the  United  Kingdom  could  be  boy- 
cotted into  complaoency  with  the  Union,  the  interference 
with  the  drug  departments  of  the  cutting  stores  would  be  a 
disturbance  of  the  most  temporary  character.  There  are 
houses  in  France,  Germany,  and  America  who  would 
promptly  seize  the  opportunity  if  others  did  not  spring  up 
at  home.  And  what  an  opening  would  be  offered  for  the 
cutters  !  We  can  fancy  them  surveying  Birmingham,  Liver- 
pool, or  Belfast  with  Blucher's  remark  as  he  gazed  on  London 
from  St.  Paul's — "  What  a  city  to  sack  !  " 

When  Freya,  as  we  are  told  in  Scandinavian  mythology, 
set  herself  to  take  an  oath  from  all  creation  tbat  no  harm 
should  befall  her  beloved  Balder,  she  overlooked  one  little 
bush.  Out  of  that  the  wicked  Loki  fashioned  an  arrow  with 
which  he  slew  Balder  the  Beautiful.  Our  combining  chemists 
are  contemplating  a  task  as  vast  as  Freya's ;  they  cannot  stop 
a  thousandth  part  of  the  supplies,  and  any  one  little  over- 
looked bush  or  stone  is  capable  of  overthrowing  the  whole 
fabric  of  the  scheme  which  they  propose  to  establish. 


FROM    PHARMACY    TO  MEDICINE. 

When  preparing  our  last  Educational  number  we  received! 
several  letters  from  subscribers  contradicting  a  statement 
which  we  have  repeatedly  made  for  three  years  to  the  effect 
that  those  who  have  passed  the  Preliminary  and  Minor 
examinations  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain 
or  the  Preliminary  examination  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland  require,  in  order  to  complete  the  pre  - 
liminary conditions  for  registration  as  medical  student,  to 
pass  only  those  subjects  of  the  examination  in  general 
knowledge  not  included  in  the  pharmaceutical  examinations — 
viz.,  algebra  and  Euclid,  and  a  science  subject  if  that  were 
not  included  in  the  pharmaceutical  examination.  Those 
who  contradicted  us  backed  their  statements  by  submitting 
copies  of  a  circular  which  they  had  received  from  the 
Registrar  to  the  General  Medical  Council,  which  set  forth 
that  only  those  who  had  bona  fide  entered  upon  medical 
studies  when  they  passed  the  pharmaceutical  examinations- 
were  allowed  the  exemption.  This  notification  appeared  to  us- 
ridiculous  enough,  but,  apart  from  that  consideration,  we 
were  unaware  of  any  regulation  to  the  stated  effect  having* 
been  approved  by  the  General  Medical  Council,  and  as  a. 
result  of  our  communication  with  Sir  Richard  Qaain,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council,  the  matter  was  considered  by  the 
Students'  Registration  Committee,  who  presented  a  report  to> 
the  Council  at  the  recent  meeting.  This  report  was  in  the 
following  term3,  which  substantially  supported  the  circular 
issued  by  the  Registrar  : — 

That  while  (according  to  Resolution  11,  vol  xxviii ,  p.  95> 
persons  who,  prior  to  1892,  passed  the  Preliminary  examina- 
tion of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  are  entitled  to  register 
as  medical  students  on  taking  the  previously  omitted  sub- 
jects, they  must  show  that  they  were  engaged  as  bon d  fide- 
students  of  medicine  before  1892  and  preparing  for  the  com- 
pletion of  their  examination ;  and  that  on  and  after 
January  1, 1897,  registration  on  these  exceptional  conditions 
shall  cease,  and  evidence  in  every  case  be  produced  that  all 
the  subjects  have  been  passed  at  the  same  time  at  one  of  the 
examining  bodies  now  recognised. 

The  members  of  the  Council  felt  indisposed  to  adopt  this 
reading  of  the  resolution  referred  to,  and,  after  some  dis- 
cussion, Sir  Dyce  Duckworth,  who  brought  up  the  report, 
modified  it  by  excluding  the  objectionable  portion,  and,. 
Dr.  MacAlister  seconding,  the  recommendation  was  adoptee) 
in  the  following  form  : — 

That  on  and  after  January  1,  1897,  the  registration 
students  under  Resolution  11  of  June  2,  1891,  should  be  dis- 
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continued,  so  far  as  concerns  the  Preliminary  examination  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Our  only  objection  to  the  recommendation  is  that  it  excludes 
■the  subjects  of  the  Minor  examination,  so  that  anyone  hold- 
ing that  qualification  is  in  exactly  the  same  position  as  one 
-who  has  only  passed  the  Preliminary  examination.  How- 
ever, the  main  point  is  that  the  privilege  will  remain  for 
another  year,  and  it  behoves  those  in  the  trade  who  are 
thinking  of  entering  upon  the  study  of  medicine  to  complete 
the  preliminary  requirements  without  delay.  We  may  recall 
the  fact  (reported  in  our  last  issue)  that  the  Society  of 
Apothecaries  of  London  is  abandoning  the  examination  in 
general  knowledge  which  it  has  so  long  conducted,  and  this 
will  not  be  available  to  pharmaceutical  students  after  this 
year.  It  appears  to  be  the  tendency  of  professional  and 
technical  bodies  to  give  up  their  Preliminary  examinations  in 
favour  of  those  conducted  by  educational  institutions,  and 
it  is  possible  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  will  adopt  this 
course  as  a  solution  of  its  "  First "  examination  difficulty- 
If  that  course  is  taken,  the  General  Medical  Council's  list  of 
approved  examinations  is  likely  to  be  adopted,  and  it  will 
have  at  least  the  advantage  that  when  a  youth  enters 
pharmacy  he  can  leave  it  for  medicine  without  restudying 
■scholastic  subjects.  But  the  time  is  scarcely  ripe  for  such 
■action  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 


GOODWILL. 

The  House  of  Lords  gave  judgment  on  Decamber  5  in  a 
■commercial  case,  which  had  journeyed  cp  to  them  from  Mr. 
Justice  Stirling  via  the  Court  of  Appear  and  their  decision 
establishes  a  principle  of  common  law  opposed  to  one  which 
had  been  the  rule  of  the  Courts  previously.  The  case  decided 
was  an  action  brought  by  Mrs.  Trego  against  her  present 
partner,  named  Hunt.  Hunt  had  been  taken  into  partner- 
ship in  the  firm  of  Tabor,  Trego  &  Co.,  varnish-makers,  on 
the  express  condition  that  on  the  expiry  of  the  partnership 
at  the  end  of  this  year  the  entire  goodwill  of  the  business 
should  revert  to  Mr.  Trego,  whose  rights  in  the  matter  are 
now  vested  in  his  widow.  Mr.  Hunt,  in  view  of  the  expira- 
tion of  his  share  in  the  partnership,  employed  a  clerk  to 
make  out  for  him  a  list  of  the  customers  of  the  firm,  with 
the  object,  as  he  frankly  admitted,  of  soliciting  their  custom 
when  he  should  start  in  business  on  bis  own  account,  which 
was  what  he  intended  to  do.  Mrs.  Trego  sought  an  injunc- 
tion against  Mr.  Hunt  to  restrain  him  from  taking  this  list, 
or  from  applying  privately  to  any  of  the  customers  of  the 
firm  asking  such  customer  to  deal  with  him,  or  asking  him 
not  to  deal  with  the  firm  of  Tabor,  Trego  &  Co.  The  action 
resolved  itself  into  the  question  whether  any  individual, 
having  agreed  to  part  with  his  goodwill  for  valuable  con- 
sideration, has  the  right  to  solicit  the  customers  of  the 
business  which  he  has  sold  to  transfer  their  custom  from 
the  old  firm  to  himself.  This  question  has  come  before  the 
Courts  in  many  forms,  but  the  two  leading  cases  have  been 
those  of  Labouchere  v.  Dawson  and  Pearson  v.  Pearson.  In 
the  former  Lord  Romilly  had  held  that  the  vendor  of  a 
goodwill  had  not  the  right  to  solicit  the  old  customers, 
but  in  Pearson  v.  Pearson  this  view  was  rejected.  It 
was,  and  still  is,  the  law  that  a  person  who  sells 
his  goodwill  in  a  business  cannot  be  prevented,  in  the 
absence  of  an  express  covenant  from  opening  a  new 
business  of  a  similar  character  and  soliciting  all  the  world 
generally  just  the  same  as  an  absolute  stranger  might ;  and 
it  was  held  (in  Pearson  v.  Pearson)  that  if  he  might  do  this 
it  was  impossible  to  draw  the  line  and  say  he  mnst  not 
solicit  certain  individuals.    This  case  of  Trego  v.  Hunt  was 


described  by  Lord  .Davey  as  practically  an  appeal  from 
Pearson  v.  Pearson,  and  the  House  of  Lords  has  unanimously 
allowed  the  appeal.  They  grant  an  injunction  restraining 
Mr.  Hunt,  his  partners,  servants,  or  agents,  from  applying 
privately  by  letter,  personally,  or  by  a  traveller  to  any  person 
who  was,  prior  to  the  dissolution  of  the  partnership  of  Tabor, 
Trego  &  Co.,  a  customer  of  that  firm  asking  such  customer 
to  continue,  after  the  dissolution,  to  deal  with  him  (the  de- 
fendant) or  not  to  deal  with  the  plaintiffs,  and  Mr.  Hunt  has 
to  pay  the  costs. 

The  law  relating  to  goodwill,  so  far  as  it  is  laid  down  by 
this  and  preceding  cases,  now  appears  to  be,  therefore, 
that  a  person  who  has  sold  the  goodwill  of  a  business,  or  his 
share  of  the  goodwill  of  a  firm,  may  in  the  absence  of  express 
stipulations  to  the  contrary,  open  a  similar  business  in  the 
same  locality  or  anywhere  else,  next  door  or  opposite  to  the 
old  premises  if  he  pleases,  and  may  offer  to  supply  his  goods 
to  all  the  word  generally,  and  may  sell  to  any  customers  of 
the  old  firm  if  they  come  to  him.  He  may  not,  of  course, 
use  any  name  or  style  which  might  lead  unwary  purchasers 
to  suppose  they  are  dealing  with  the  old  firm,  which  in 
some  cases  may  mean  he  must  not  use  his  own  name,  nor 
can  he  use  the  trade  marks  of  the  old  firm  ;  and  row  it  is 
laid  down  that  he  may  not  expressly  solicit  the  customers  of 
the  old  firm.  There  is  one  exception  to  this  rule.  A  bank- 
rupt whose  business  has  been  sold  is  not  in  the  position  of 
a  person  who  has  voluntarily  parted  with  his  goodwill,  and 
it  was  laid  down  by  Sir  George  Jessel,  and  has  been 
approved  by  other  judges  since,  that  such  a  person  may 
legally  solicit  his  old  customers. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  cisemade  law  should  waver 
somewhat  in  respect  to  so  intangible  a  kind  of  property  as 
goodwill.  E?en  the  attempts  to  define  goodwill 
have  not  been  over- successful,  and  these,  too,  have 
varied  as  circumstances  have  changed.  Lord  Eldon 
once  said  in  a  judgment  that  goodwill  was  "nothing 
more  than  the  probability  that  the  old  customers 
will  resort  to  the  old  place."  Obviously  this 
definition  was  insufficient.  It  would  very  inadequately 
cover,  for  instance,  the  goodwill  of  such  a  property  as 
Pears'  Soap,  which  was  not  long  ago  sold  for  something  like 
half  a  million  sterling.  Justice  Brett,  in  remarking  on  the 
inadequacy  of  Loid  Eldon's  definition,  said  :  "  There  may 
even  be  a  species  of  goodwill  which  may  be  the  subject  of 
bargain  and  sale,  although  not  dependent  on  the  business 
being  carried  on  in  any  particular  place;  for  instance,  in 
the  case  of  what  are  called  quack  medicines."  But 
the  now  generally  accepted  legal  definition  of  good- 
will was  given  by  Vice- Chancellor  Wood  in  the  case  of 
Churton  v  Douglas.  He  said  :  "  Goodwill  must  mean  every 
advantage — every  positive  advantage,  if  I  may  so  express  it, 
as  contrasted  with  the  negative  advantage— of  the  late 
partner  not  carrying  on  the  business  himself,  that  has  been 
acquired  by  the  old  firm  in  carrying  on  its  business,  whether 
connected  with  the  premises  in  which  the  business  was  pre- 
viously carried  on,  or  with  the  name  of  the  late  firm,  or  with 
any  other  matter  carrying  with  it  the  benefit  of  the 
business."  That  definition  is,  at  all  events,  wide  enough. 
The  objection  to  it  might  be  that  it  fails  in  exactness. 

In  these  latter  days  goodwill  has  become  inextricably 
mixed  up  with  trade-marks.  The  sale  of  the  latter  neces- 
sarily involves  the  sale  of  the  former.  The  adoption  of  the 
limited- liability  principle,  and  the  consequent  conversion  of 
many  old  businesses  into  companies,  has  largely  developed 
the  value  of  goodwill  in  many  cases.  It  has  become  a  more 
marketable  asset,  and,  when  a  business  is  sold  to  a  company 
the  goodwill  is  valued  at  anything  between  five  and  ten 
years'  purchase.    Curiously  enough,  the  tendency  of  the 
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times  ha3  been  the  reverse  of  this  in  regard  to  the  smaller 
kind  of  retail  businesses.  Forty  years  ago  the  proprietor  of 
a  fairly  established  chemist's  shop  would  assume  that  his 
goodwill  was  worth  at  lea9t  two  or  three  years'  profits.  At 
that  time  there  was  something  more  reliable  about  what  was 
called  "a  connection."  A  sort  of  vested  right  in  certain 
customers  was  assumed,  and  to  an  extent  was  justified. 
Nowadays  customers  flit  about  like  butterflies  from  shop  to 
shop,  and  if  they  settle  anywhere  it  is  at  the  stores.  Good- 
will is  still  asked  in  many  cases,  but  for  average  businesses 
not  much  is  got  generally,  except  in  the  rare  instances 
where  the  price  paid  for  a  business  can  be  looked  upon  as 
an  investment. 

THE    POSITION    OF  IODINE. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  present  week  the  general  condition 
of  the  drug- market  seemed  to  indicate  that  the  year  would 
pass  away  without  any  further  alterations  of  importance  in 
the  quotations  of  the  staple  drugs.  Such  expectations,  how- 
ever, ceased  to  be  entertained  on  Wednesday,  when  the 
word  "  iodine "  was  on  the  tongue  of  every  frequenter  of 
'Change.  Few  seemed  to  have  any  clear  knowledge  of  what 
was  going  on  in  the  article ;  but  all  appeared  to  be  under 
the  impression  that  an  important  change  in  the  price  was 
about  to  occur.  That  impression  must  have  been  deepened 
by  a  circular  which,  as  the  result  of  a  common  under- 
standing, the  English  manufacturers  of  iodides  addressed  to 
their  principal  customers  on  Wednesday  night.  This  docu- 
ment, headed  "  Iodine  and  Iodine  Preparations,"  announces 
that  there  is  much  uncertainty  in  the  market  owing  to  the 
fact  that  some  parcels  are  being  offered  by  holders  outside 
the  convention,  and  that  the  firms  responsible  for  the 
circular  think  it  desirable  to  notify  this  fact  to  the  trade. 
Kecipients  of  the  circular  are  further  specially  warned 
"against  any  low  offers"  that  they  may  hear  of,  and  the 
opinion  is  expressed  that  it  would  be  unwise  to  touch  such 
offers  under  the  present  circumstances.  The  firms  who  have 
issued  this  circular  are  no  doubt  genuinely  anxious  to 
further  their  customers'  interests  ;  but,  quite  naturally,  they 
would  rather  see  iodine  maintained  at  its  present  figure  of 
9d.  per  oz.  than  enter  upon  an  indefinite  period  of  violent 
fluctuations,  or  of  starvation  prices  It  may,  therefore,  be 
assumed  that  they  wish  to  paint  the  position  in  as  rosy  a 
light  as  the  rather  stormy- looking  background  of  facts 
permits.  The  under- currents  of  the  market  in  an  article 
still  controlled,  nominally  at  least,  by  such  a  corporation 
as  the  iodine  syndicate  are  always  difficult  to  probe,  as 
there  are  very  few  sources  of  information,  the  syndicate- 
agent's  utterances  being  of  the  scantiest,  especially  towards 
Press  representatives.  In  answer  to  our  inquiries,  the 
syndicate  broker  informed  us  that  "  certain  disagreements  " 
existed  among  the  Chilian  producers  of  iodine ;  that  a 
settlement  was  shortly  expected ;  but  that,  in  the  meantime, 
his  principals  could  not  give  any  quotations.  This,  though 
not  a  very  succulent  morsel  of  information  for  one  who 
desired  to  get  to  the  bottom  of  the  matter,  was  something. 
In  the  first  place,  it  showed  that  even  the  always  out- 
wardly optimistic  broker  of  the  iodine  syndicate  no  longer 
goes  about  crying  "Peace"  where  there  is  no  peace,  but 
admits  the  existence  of  a  disintegrating  element  within  his 
own  army.  We  are,  however,  in  a  position  to  supplement 
the  syndicate  broker's  statements  with  the  following  others, 
which  reach  us  from  an  excellent  authority: — Some  days 
ago  Messrs.  Antony  Gibbs  &  Sons,  the  consignees  of  the 
iodine  syndicate,  received  a  cablegram  from  South  America 
authorising  them,  if  necessary,  to  cut  the  price  of  iodine 
down  to  a  fraction  of  the  recent  quotation  of  9d.  per  oz , 


in  order  to  checkmate  the  ever-growing  competition  of 
"  outside  "  producers.  Although  Messrs.  Gibbs  &  Sons  still 
hold  their  hands  so  far  as  actual  price-cutting  is  concerned, 
they  have  for  a  week  or  more  been  delivering  iodine  to 
their  customers  with  blank  invoices,  accompanied  by  an  in- 
timation that  the  price  for  the  goods  is  to  be  fixed  withirr 
ninety  days. 

This  state  of  things  points  to  an  extremely  critical 
position  of  the  drug,  which,  with  its  preparations,  is  one  of 
the  most  important  of  pharmaceutical  articles.  The  South 
American  producers'  convention  was  renewed  on  April  1, 
1894,  for  three  years,  but  the  position  of  the  syndicate 
towards  the  consumers  at  large  is  becoming  more  and  more 
difficult.  As  we  have  repeatedly  pointed  out,  the  production 
of  iodine  is  enormously  in  excess  of  the  requirements,  and 
the  syndicate,  while  securing  to  its  members  an  excellent 
profit  on  what  it  can  sell,  io  only  able  to  dispose  of  a  small 
portion  of  what  the  producers  can  supply.  Under  these 
circumstances  it  is  but  natural  that,  in  spite  of  the  stririgent 
clause  in  the  convention  binding  its  members  to  sell  no 
'odine  through  any  other  sources,  a  constant  supply  of,  shall 
we  say  "illicit,"  iodine  keeps  trickling  into  the  London 
markets.  The  origin  of  these  parcels,  like  the  paternity  of 
Mr.  Yellowplush,  is  "  wropt  in  mistry,"  but  they  get  into 
consumers'  hands  all  the  same,  and  more  of  them 
every  year.  This  leakage  must  be  stopped  if  the 
syndicate  is  to  hold  out,  and  the  circular  of  the 
iodide-manufacturers,  who  are  by  interest  allied  to  the 
iodine  syndicate,  shows  the  weapon  wherewith  it  is  sought 
to  stop  it.  The  iodine  syndicate  on  October  1  of  this  year 
(vide  C.  D.,  October  5,  1895,  page  536)  introduced  a  some- 
what niggardly  falling-clause  system  in  their  dealings  with  the 
makers  of  iodides,  who,  in  turn,  handed  down  the  concession 
to  their  clients,  the  consumers.  Naturally,  in  buying  from 
"  outsiders,"  the  purchaser  receives  no  falling- clause  benefits. 
He  pays  the  price  bargained  for,  and  there  is  an  end  of  it. 
Now,  say  the  iodine  syndicate  to  the  manufacturers,  and 
these  repeat  it  to  their  customers  :  "  If  you  buy  from  any- 
one but  ourselves,  say  at  Id.  instead  of  at  9d.  per  oz.,  we 
may  suddenly  come  down  to  3d.,  and  your  Id.  stuff  will 
be  a  bad  bargain  for  you.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  you  deal 
with  us,  and  the  price  breads,  we  allow  you  the  difference 
in  kind." 

We  are  afraid,  however,  that  matters  have  gone  too  far. 
to  be  mended,  and  that  those  interested  in  iodine  prepara- 
tions will  soon  have  an  opportunity  of  laying  in  stock  at 
much  lower  rates  than  those  now  prevailing.  A  gentleman 
of  much  knowledge  of  the  iodine  industry  said,  in  an  inter- 
view published  in  our  issue  of  December  22,  1894,  "Iodine 
can  easily  be  produced  at  \\d.  per  oz."  It  would  be 
interesting  to  watch  the  effect  which  a  return  to  some- 
thing like  living-margin  rates  would  have  upon  the  con- 
sumption of  the  article  for  technical  purposes. 


"VALETE." 

Messrs.  John  Richardson  &  Co.,  of  Leicester  (Limited),  the 
publishers  of  the  Provincial  Medical  Journal,  after  giving  14 
volumes  of  excellent  stuff  to  medical  literature,  brought  their 
venture  to  a  close  with  the  issue  for  December,  stating  that 
"  they  have  decided  to  devote  increased  attention  to  the  prose- 
cution of  bacteriological  research,  and  with  that  view  have 
established,  at  considerable  cost,  laboratories  in  which 
scientific  investigation  will  be  carried  on,  which  they  trust 
may  eventually  prove  of  the  highest  benefit  to  the  profession 
generally."  Dr.  Dolan,  the  editor,  pays  the  firm  a  high 
tribute,  stating  that  "  the  proprietors  have  been  most 
liberal  in  their  expenditure  on  the  journal,  and,  save  in  the 
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advertising  pages,  have  never  made  it  a  medium  for  praising 
their  own  products.  The  discontinuance  of  the  journal  is 
largely  based  on  the  great  extension  of  their  business,  and 
their  expenditure  on  another  branch — viz.,  bacteriology. 
The  printing  of  the  journal  has  been  admirable,  and  the 
manner  in  which  the  photographs  have  been  produced  speaks 
well  for  provincial  skill  in  the  art  of  lithography.  To  all  our 
readers  of  the  Provincial  Medical  Journal  we  say  '  valete ! ' " 
We  have  italicised  a  sentence  which  we  can  specially  endorse. 
From  first  to  last  the  journal  has  been  conducted  on  the  best 
principles,  and  we  shall  miss  it. 

THE  MOST  USEFUL  MEDICINES. 

Dr.  K.  A.  Bindley,  of  Harlesden,  informs  the  Lancet  that 
as  a  result  of  Dr.  Gowers'  address  on  the  use  of  drugs,  delivered 
before  the  Willesden  and  District  Medical  Society,  the 
Executive  of  the  Society  have  decided  that  there  shall  be  a 
discussion  at  a  subsequent  meeting  on  a  few  of  the  drugs 
considered  to  be  most  useful  in  general  practice.  Each 
member  was  asked  to  send  in  a  list,  and  from  these  lists 
the  following  drugs  have  been  selected : — Iodide  of  potas- 
sium, antipyrin,  liquor  arsenicalis,  tinctura  digitalis,  and 
liquor  strychnise.  It  is  a  curious  circumstance  that  none  of 
these  most  useful  medicines  are  to  be  found  in  the  leading 
dozen  most  frequently  prescribed  medicines  as  determined 
by  ourselves  in  1886  and  by  Mr.  W.  Martindale  in  1894. 
Perhaps  when  the  discussion  comes  on  this  month  the 
speakers  may  be  able  to  explain  why  they  do  not  consider 
the  following  amongst  the  most  useful  drugs,  as  they  cer- 
tainly are  found  to  be  most  frequently  ordered  by  pre- 
scribers.  The  drugs  are  tr.  nucis  vom.,  sodii  bicarb.,  spt. 
ammon.  arom.,  quinin.  sulph.,  vin.  ipecac,  potass,  bicarb., 
ammon.  bicarb.,  and  potass,  brom.  If  there  i9  no  explana- 
tion, we  may  conclude  that  usefulness  and  popularity  do  not 
go  together. 

MORE  AUSTRALASIAN  TARIFF-CHANGES. 
The  New  Zealand  House  of  Representatives  has  just 
passed  a  new  Customs  Bill,  of  which  full  details,  so  far  as 
the  measure  directly  affects  chemists,  are  given  in  the 
November  issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Australasia. 
At  a  time  when  the  home  government  are  making  a  deliberate 
•effort  to  stimulate  trade  with  the  colonies  it  is  rather  dis- 
heartening to  find  that  the  New  Zealanders  are  passing  the 
trowel  along  another  row  of  bricks  in  the  rising  wall  of 
Protection  they  are  building  around  their  island.  In  future 
patent  medicines  in  bulk,  whether  entirely  or  partially  manu- 
factured, will  be  dutiable  just  as  though  they  were  imported 
in  bottles  ready  for  sale.  At  the  same  time  the  duty  is 
raised  to  40  per  cent.  The  rate  of  duty  on  perfumes, 
spirits,  and  Eau  de  Cologne  is  raised  to  21s.  per  gallon  up 
to  February  1  next,  and  will  thereafter  be  30s.  per  gallon. 
Printed  matter,  catalogues,  price-lists,  &c,  relating  to  medi- 
cines, will  pay  25  per  cent. ;  common  soaps,  5s.  per  cwt. ; 
■other  soaps,  25  per  cent. ;  corks  and  brushes,  25  per  cent. ; 
■drugs  and  druggists'  sundries,  20  per  cent. ;  saccharine. 
Is.  6d.  per  oz. ;  photographic  and  other  chemicals,  20  per 
cent.;  tinctures  and  medicinal  spirits  of  any  recognised 
Pharmacopoeia,  of  over  50  per  cent,  proof  strength,  Is.  per 
lb. ;  the  same  of  lower  strength,  6d.  per  lb. ;  alcoholic 
flavouring-essences,  15  per  cent,  until  February  1,  1896,  and 
thereafter  16s.  per  gallon.  The  free  list  includes  dis- 
infectants, most  heavy  chemicals  and  drysalteries,  scientific 
balances,  surgical  instruments,  &c.  The  Victorian  Legis- 
lative Assembly  has  also  elaborated  a  new  tariff,  of  which 
the  chief  features  affecting  chemists  are  as  follows,  the  old 
duty  being  added  in  parentheses : — Acid,  sulphuric,  Is.  per 
cwt.  (5s.  per  cwt.);  glycerine,  pure,  l\d.  per  lb.  (25  per 
cent.)  ;  glycerine,  crude,  \d.  per  lb.  (25  per  cent.)  ;  ammonia, 
chlorodyne,  &c,  free  (25  per  cent.).   Infants'  and  invalids' 


food,  free  (25  per  cent.) ;  oils,  \  pints  and  smaller  sizes,  6d. 
per  doz.  (Is.  per  doz.)  ;  sauces,  J  pints  and  smaller,  6d.  per 
doz.  (2s.  doz.  up  to  pints) ;  |  pints,  Is.  per  doz.  (4s.  doz. 
up  to  quarts). 


Mills  of  2)eceaseo  Cbemlata. 


The  will  of  Mr.  Thomas  Charles  Taylor,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, formerly  of  20  Long  Row,  Nottingham,  but  latterly  of 
Forest  Road  West,  in  the  same  town,  has  been  proved  by  his 
widow  and  sole  executrix,  Mrs.  Annie  Elizabeth  Taylor. 
Testator  died  on  May  22.  His  gross  personalty  amounts  to 
19,9232.  13s.  10d.,  and  the  net  is  19,8332  12s. 

The  will  of  Mr.  Robert  Henry  Kearnes,  formerly  of  Bilston, 
chemist  and  druggist,  who  died  at  Malvern  Villa,  Tettenhall, 
on  April  20,  has  been  proved  by  Mr  Joseph  Smith  Reeves,  of 
Bilston,  and  Mr.  S.  Wilson  Kearnes,  of  Bilston,  a  nephew, 
the  executors  named  in  the  will ;  the  testator's  gross  per- 
sonalty is  sworn  at  7,1322.  8s.  10d.,  and  the  net  value  is 
6,8202.  0s.  <\d. 

The  will  and  two  codicils  of  Mr.  Edward  Prichard,  of  The 
Elm,  121  Gipsy  Hill,  Norwood,  and  10  Vigo  Street,  Regent 
Street,  chemist  and  druggist,  who  died  on  July  29  last,  has 
been  proved  by  Mrs.  Maria  Prichard,  the  widow,  and  Mr. 
Arthur  Marshall,  of  7  East  Ir,dia  Avenue,  B.C.,  the  executors, 
by  whom  the  gross  value  of  the  testator's  personalty  is  sworn 
at  8,1572.  13s.  Id. 

The  will  of  Mr.  William  Thomas  Oldham,  of  Wisbech  St. 
Peter,  Isle  of  Ely,  chemist  and  druggist  (retired),  who  died 
on  June  23,  has  been  proved  by  Mr.  Frank  Oldham,  of  Wisbech 
aforesaid,  chemist  and  druggist,  the  son,  and  Mr.  William 
Shepherd  Collins,  also  of  Wisbech,  by  whom  the  testator's 
gross  personalty  is  sworn  at  6,0752.  16s.  10d.,  the  net  amount 
being  6,0032. 12s.  2d. 

The  will  and  codicil  of  Mr.  Wm.  Blankley,  of  Front  Street, 
Arnold,  Nottinghamshire,  chemist  and  druggist,  who  died  on 
March  10,  has  been  proved  by  Mr.  Geo.  Wm.  Blankley,  of 
Arnold,  chemist,  Mr.  Arthur  G.  Blankley,  of  Church  Drive, 
Arnold,  and  Mr.  F.  F.  Blankley,  of  Chatteris,  Cambridge- 
shire, chemist,  the  sons  and  executors,  by  whom  the  value 
of  the  testator's  personalty  is  sworn  at  6782.  13s.  lid. 

The  will  of  Mr.  J.  B.  Nicholls,  surgical- plaister  manufac- 
turer, of  47  Castle  Street,  Southwark,  and  of  Norwood  and 
Edenbridge,  at  which  last  place  he  died  on  February  6  last, 
has  been  proved  by  Mr.  Richard  James  Nicholls,  of  71  South- 
wark Street,  the  brother — power  to  prove  hereafter  being 
reserved  to  Mr.  Percy  Francis,  the  nephew  and  other 
executor  nominate.  The  value  of  the  testator's  personalty 
is  sworn  at  1812. 

The  will  of  Mr.  Wm.  Thos.  Jones,  of  39  Fox  Street, 
Treharris,  Glamorganshire,  who  died  on  February  15  last, 
not  having  been  proved  by  his  widow  and  sole  executrix, 
Mrs.  Margaret  Jones,  who  has  since  died  administration  to 
the  testator's  estate  has  been  granted  to  Mr  Richard  Waters, 
of  24  Bush  Row,  Melincrythan,  Neath,  and  Phoebe,  his  wife, 
the  executors  of  the  aforesaid  Mrs.  M.  Jones.  The  value  of 
Mr.  Jones's  personalty  is  sworn  at  2262.  15s.  6d. 

At  the  Principal  Probate  Registry  letters  of  administration 
to  the  estate  of  Mr.  Henry  R  Sanford,  chemist  and  druggist, 
of  London  Street,  Middlesex,  who  died  on  March  3,  have 
been  granted  to  his  widow,  Mrs.  Margaret  Sanford,  of 
12  Wade  Street,  Fall  River,  Massachusetts,  U  S.A.,  by  whom 
the  value  of  the  intestate's  estate  is  sworn  at  4262  5s. ; 
Alderman  Cornelius  Sullivan,  of  Massachusetts,  and  three 
others  being  jointly  and  severally  bound  in  the  sum  of  1,0002. 
each  as  sureties  for  the  administratrix. 

The  will  of  Mr.  Wm.  Edward  Scott,  late  of  The  Shanty, 
Sunbury-on- Thames,  and  Commercial  Sale  rooms,  Mincing 
Lane,  B.C.,  colonial  broker,  who  died  on  July  15  last, 
has  been  proved  at  the  Principal  Probate  Registry  by 
Mr.  John  James  Scott,  of  Llanstephan,  Carmarthenshire, 
testator's  uncle,  and  Mr.  Albert  Edward  Gough,  of  Compton 
Lodge,  Waiton-on-Thames,  architect,  the  executors  therein 
named.  The  gross  value  of  the  testator's  personalty  is 
sworn  at  9,8472.  Is.  3d.,  and  the  net  value,  upon  which  death- 
duty  is  charged,  amounts  to  5,9542.  12s.  lid. 
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PHARMACY  ACT. 

Kegistered  Chemist  Halving  Profits  with  a 
Seedsman. 

In  Dumbarton  Sheriff  Court,  on  December  10,  before 
Sheriff  Gebbie,  James  Bryson,  seedsman,  11  Princes  Street, 
Helensburgh,  was  charged  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Richard 
Bremridge,  Registrar  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  with  a 
contravention  of  section  15  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  by 
keeping  open  shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons,  he  having  on 
May  30  last  sold  to  Alexander  Spence,  chemist  and  druggist, 
133  High  Street,  Linlithgow,  (1)  a  quantity  of  arsenic  as  an 
ingredient  in  a  bottle  of  "  Ballikinrain  Ant-destroyer,"  and 
(2)  a  quantity  of  arsenic  as  an  ingredient  in  a  tin  of 
"  Smith's  Perfect  Powder  Weed-killer,"  whereby  he  became 
liable  to  a  penalty  of  51.  Respondent,  who  was  defended  by 
Mr  Hugh  H.  Ormond,  writer,  Helensburgh,  pleaded  not 
guilty. 

The  prosecution  was  conducted  by  Mr.  Robert  Macfarlan, 
writer,  Dumbarton,  instructed  by  Mr.  J.  Rutherford  Hill, 
Edinburgh,  Assistant  Secretary  to  the  Society. 

Mr.  J.  Rutherford  Hill  produced  the  register  for  the 
curretit  year,  to  show  that  Mr.  Bryson's  name  is  not  upon 
it.  Witness  was  an  analyst,  and  had  extensive  experi- 
ence in  analysing  such  articles  as  were  referred  to  in  this 
■complaint.  In  consequence  of  information  he  received,  he 
sent  two  of  his  assistants,  Mr.  Spence  and  Mr.  Tait,  to 
Helensburgh  on  May  30.  On  their  return  Mr.  Tait,  among 
other  things,  handed  witness  two  advertisement  handbills, 
referring  to  "  Smith's  Peifect  Weed-killer,"  which  stated 
that  the  article  was  "  sold  by  James  Bryson,  seedsman, 
Helensburgh,"  together  with  a  bottle  of  the  "  Ballikinrain 
Ant-destroyer,"  and  a  tin  of  the  "  Smith's  Weed-killer."  He 
analysed  and  found  the  white  powder  in  the  bottle  to 
be  arsenic,  and  in  the  tin  a  very  large  quantity  of  arsenic. 
Both  are  virulent  poisons,  and  the  "  Ant-destroyer  "  is  espe- 
cially dangerous,  because  it  has  the  appearance,  consistency, 
and  taste  of  honey.  There  was  sufficient  in  the  bottle  to 
destroy  at  least  one  hundred  people.  The  "Weedkiller" 
preparation  contained  sufficient  arsenic  to  kill  several 
hundreds  of  people. 

Is  it  not  the  case  that  there  have  been  many  cases  of 
poisoning  with  arsenic  mixed  with  something  else? — A 
.great  many,  and  one  in  Scotland  particularly. 

Mr.  Ormond  objected  to  this  line  of  evidence,  remarking 
that  it  had  nothing  to  do  with  this  case. 

The  Sheriff  :  There  is  one  case  occurs  to  us  all  from  the 
proceedings  in  the  Court  of  Session — the  sugar-poisoning 
case. 

Mr.  Hill  further  said  that  the  name  of  Mrs.  Keith,  the 
sister  of  respondent,  was  not  on  the  register. 

Cross-examined  :  Have  these  prosecutions  been  very 
.general  ?— Yes ;  we  have  had  a  large  number  of  them,  espe- 
cially in  England. 

Have  you  had  any  specific  information  affecting  Mr. 
Bryson  particularly? — I  always  proceed  upon  information. 
I  had  complaints  of  risk  of  poisoning.  I  am  not  at  liberty 
to  disclose  my  source  of  information. 

If  the  seller  had  been  a  qualified  chemist  and  druggist 
could  there  have  been  any  objection  in  the  world  to  his 
selling  these  preparations  ? — No.  But  he  would  have  special 
knowledge  of  poisons,  and  he  is  believed,  in  virtue  of  his 
qualification,  to  exercise  care. 

These  preparations  being  used  for  killing  weeds  &c.  in 
gardens,  is  not  the  natural  place  for  a  gardener  to  go  for 
them  a  florist's  or  nurseryman's  1 — Certainly  not  for  poisons 
scheduled  in  the  Act. 

I  presume  the  majority  of  gardeners  do  not  know  the 
provisions  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  1 

The  Sheriff :  Do  not  presume  that.  We  presume  that  all 
gardeners  and  florists  should  know  the  Act.  The  witness  is 
explicit  enough.  He  says  a  nurseryman's  is  not  the  natural 
place  to  go  for  poisons,  but  to  the  qualified  dealers  in 
poisons. 

Mr.  Ormond :  There  is  nothing  to  prevent  these  poisons 
being  used  for  such  a  purpose  ? 

The  Sheriff :  That  is  to  say,  there  is  nothing  in  the  Act 
against  them  being  used  ? 


Mr.  Ormond  (to  witness) :  What  is  your  opinion  of  this 
poison  being  used  for  such  a  purpose? — It  is  a  public  danger 
to  have  poisons  sold  for  such  a  purpose. 

Mr  Oimond:  Then  it  is  the  business  of  the  Society  to 
stop  it  ? — No ;  it  is  the  business  of  the  Government  to 
stop  it. 

Mr.  Ormond  :  Have  you  asked  the  Government  to  stop 
it  ? — I  cannot  say  that  has  been  done. 

Mr.  Ormond  :  Is  it  your  opinion  that  they  should  take 
steps  to  stop  it  1 — Certainly. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  have  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
taken  any  such  steps  ?    I  am  not  aware  that  they  have. 

The  Sheriff :  That  is  not  the  question  here.  The  whole 
question  here  is  whether  this  man  has  offended  against  the 
Act  of  Parliament. 

Alexander  Spence  spoke  as  to  the  purchase  of  the  pre- 
parations. When  he  called  at  Mr,  Bryson's  shop  it  was  in 
charge  of  respondent's  sister,  Mrs  Keith,  who  stated  that 
she  was  there  temporarily.  The  handbills  referred  to  by 
Mr.  Hill  he  picked  off  the  counter.  Having  asked  for  a 
bottle  of  "  Ballikinrain  Ant-destroyer,"  Mrs.  Keith  told  him 
to  look  for  it  himself,  as  she  was  not  acquainted  with  the 
arrangement  of  the  goods  in  the  place.  Witness  saw  the 
bottle  on  a  shelf,  and  pointed  it  out  to  her.  She  handed  it 
over  to  him,  and  he  paid  2s.  6d  for  it.  He  next  asked  for 
"  Smith's  Weed  killer."  After  looking  about  for  some  time, 
Mrs.  Keith  said  she  had  seen  it  somewhere  in  the  shop  that 
day,  but  could  not  lay  hands  on  it,  and  asked  him  to  call 
back  in  an  hour,  when  Mr.  Bryson  would  be  in  himself. 
Witness  did  so.  When  he  called  again,  Mr  Bryson  said  he 
hadn't  it  in  stock.  A  chemist,  he  said,  kept  it  for  him,  but 
he  would  get  it.  Witness  said  he  would  be  passing  in 
half  an  hour,  and  Bryson  said  he  would  have  it  ready.  He 
returned,  and  purchased  a  tin,  paying  Is.  9d.  for  it  The 
tin  was  lying  on  the  counter,  and  Bryson,  when  wrapping  it 
up,  said  the  preparation  contained  poison,  and  he  required 
the  signature  of  the  purchaser.  But  he  said  "  it  was  merely 
a  farce,"  and  that  "  people  might  as  well  be  poisoned  by  a 
weed  killer  as  by  any  other  poison."  He  said,  "It  is  just 
the  law,  and  he  would  have  to  do  what  the  law  said." 

The  Sheriff :  You  say  he  asked  you  to  sign  a  receipt 
showing  that  it  was  poison  ? 

The  Witness:  Yes,  my  Lord,  I  did  sign  it,  and  I  noticed 
that  Mr.  Bryson's  signature  was  also  attached  to  the  schedule. 
Printed  on  this  schedule  were  the  words  "  Introduced  by 
James  Bryson."  Mr.  Bryson  in  further  conversation  with  me 
said  he  sold  this  weed-killer  "and  lots  of  other  poisons." 

Did  he  ask  you  any  question  as  to  whom  you  were  ? — No. 
He  did  not  know  me.  He  did  not  ask  me  where  I  stayed  or 
anything.  Mr.  Bryson's  shop  is  an  ordinary  seedsman's  and 
florist's  shop,  and  was  open  to  the  public  at  the  time. 

By  Mr.  Ormond  :  You  tell  us  you  did  not  know  Mr.  Bryson 
personally.  But  did  you  not  put  your  name  and  address  on 
this  schedule? — Not  my  address.  I  signed  my  name,  but  I 
was  never  asked  to  put  my  address  on  it. 

Did  you  put  anything  after  your  name  ? — I  put  "  Helens- 
burgh." 

Mr.  Ormond  :  Why  did  you  put  Helensburgh  1 — Merely  as 
a  blind. 

Mr.  Ormond :  Just  so.  Were  you  not  aware  that  under 
the  Act  you  were  bound  to  attach  your  address  to  the 
schedule  ? 

Witness :  I  was  aware  that  under  the  Act  the  name  and 
address  of  the  purchaser  has  to  be  put  on  the  schedule,  but 
I  was  not  aware  that  it  was  the  purchaser  who  was  bound 
to  do  that.  It  is  the  party  who  sells  the  poison  who  is 
bound  to  get  the  name  and  address. 

Mr.  Ormond :  You  did  not  think  it  was  necessary  that  he 
should  get  your  correct  address  ? 

Witness :  No. 

At  this  stage  the  Sheriff  interposed,  and  asked  what  the 
defence  was. 

Mr.  Ormond  :  I  quite  admit  the  sale  of  the  "  Ant- destroyer," 
but  I  did  not  sell,  and  I  did  not  keep,  the  "  Weed-killer." 
My  position  is  this — Mr.  Bryson,  five  or  six  years  ago,  was 
asked  to  take  up  the  agency  in  Helensburgh  for  the  "  Weed- 
killer." The  makers  subsequently  informed  him  that  there 
might  be  a  difficulty  under  the  Act  about  his  selling  it,  and 
that  it  would  be  better  to  arrange  with  a  chemist  to  take 
over  the  agency.  He  did  so,  and  transferred  the  agency  to 
Mr.  G.  Harvey,  a  chemist  in  Helensburgh. 
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The  Sherifi :   Your  defence  is  that  you  purchased  the 
«  Weed-killer"  from  the  chemist,  and  sold  it  to  him. 
Mr.  Ormond  :  Not  quite  that,  my  Lord. 
The  Sheriff :  Did  he  not  pay  the  chemist  for  it  ? 
Mr.  Ormond :  Certainly. 

The  Sheriff :  And  in  law  you,  having  sent  to  the  chemist's 
for  it  and  bought  it  and  sold  it  to  the  customer,  are  liable 
under  the  Act. 

Mr.  Ormond :  I  did  not  bay  it  in  that  way.  The  chemist 
sold  it  to  anybody  who  came  from  Mr.  Bryson  with  an  order. 
We  send  over  this  schedule  to  the  chemist  signed  by  Mr. 
Bryson,  as  introducing  the  customer,  and  upon  receipt  of 
this  order  the  chemist  issued  the  prescription.  We  have 
this  signed  by  Mr.  Spence,  countersigned  by  Mr.  Bryson,  who 
introduced  him,  and  countersigned  by  Mr  Harvey. 

Mr.  Macfarlan  :  It  seems  an  attempt  to  evade  the  Act. 

Mr.  Ormond  :  No,  there  is  no  evasion.  Mr.  Bryson  tells 
this  witness  that  he  has  not  got  "  Weed-killer,"  but  that  he 
will  get  it  for  him.  He  signs  this  thing,  and  sends  across  to 
the  chemist  for  it,  and  gives  him  his  tin. 

The  Sheriff :  Quite  so ;  and  he  pays  the  money.  The 
question  is,  whether  he  is  liable  in  a  penalty  for  selling  it  in 
this  way  1 

Mr.  Macfarlan :  And  then  there  is  the  advertisement,  "  Sold 
by  James  Bryson." 

Mr.  Ormond :  The  explanation  of  that  is  this.  He  had 
some  of  these  handbills  in  his  shop  when  he  held  the  agency, 
and  neglected  to  destroy  them. 

Mr.  Macfarlan :  Then  the  observations  of  Mr.  Bryson  to 
witness  are  accompanied  by  the  further  observation  that  he 
sold  several  other  poisons. 

Mr.  Ormond  :  I  have  got  evidence  to  show,  as  regards  the 
"  Ant-destroyer,"  that  it  was  kept  for  the  convenience  of  one 
or  two  customers,  and  that  it  was  not  for  profit  that  he  kept 
it.  Practically,  he  has  sold  almost  nothing  of  this  "  Ant- 
destroyer." 

The  Sheriff :  But  he  had  it  in  his  shop.  (To  witness) : 
What  did  he  say  to  you  about  the  "  Weed-killer"  ? 

The  Witness  :  He  said  the  chemist  kept  the  stuff  for  him. 

Mr.  Macfarlan :  Was  the  signature  of  "  George  Harvey, 
chemist,"  attached  to  the  schedule  when  you  signed  it?-- 
No;  nothing  but  "James  Bryson." 

Mr.  Macfarlan  :  So  that  that  is  not  correct  ? 

Mr.  Ormond  :  It  is  correct. 

Mr.  Macfarlan  :  Is  it  correct  to  say  that  Bryson  introduced 
you  to  George  Harvey,  chemist  1 

Witness :  No.    I  was  introduced  to  no  one. 

Evidence  was  then  led  for  the  defence. 

Minnie  Florence  Ashton,  or  Williamson,  said  that  prior  to 
her  marriage  two  months  ago  she  assisted  as  saleswoman 
in  Mr.  Bryson's  shop.  It  was  customary  when  people  came 
in  asking  for  "Smith's  Weed-killer"  to  get  them  to  sign 
their  name  and  address  to  a  form,  give  them  an  order  on  the 
chemist  for  the  stuff,  and  then  witness  entered  the  transac- 
tion in  a  book  for  the  account. 

Mr.  Macfarlan  :  Against  the  customer  ?— Yes. 

Mr.  Macfarlan  :  Was  there  ever  such  a  thing  as  going  with 
a  purchaser  to  the  chemist's  shop  and  introducing  him  1 — 
No,  never. 

Henry  Taylor  Harvey,  son  of  Mr.  Harvey,  chemist,  Helens- 
burgh, said  his  father  was  a  registered  chemist,  and  was 
local  agent  for  "  Smith's  Weed-killer,"  of  which  a  stock  was 
kept  in  the  shop.  They  frequently  got  orders  from  Bryson 
for  that  preparation.  Sometimes  Mr.  Bryson  sent  the  order 
to  the  shop,  and  it  was  signed  by  witness's  father,  by  Mr. 
Bryson,  and  by  the  purchaser.  Sometimes  Mr.  Bryson  sent  a 
messenger,  and  it  was  delivered  to  that  messenger  for  Mr. 
Bryson.  On  those  occasions,  as  far  as  witness  knew,  the 
schedules  were  filled  up.  Mr.  Bryson  got  half  the  profit  on 
the  orders  he  sent  to  us. 

After  arguments  by  the  advocates,  the  Sheriff,  in  giving 
judgment,  said :  The  complaint  here  is  a  little  peculiar,  I 
think,  because  there  are  here  two  offences. 

Mr.  Macfarlan  :  The  charge  really  is  keeping  open  shop 
for  this  purpose. 

The  Sheriff :  There  is  a  difficulty  in  my  dealing  with  it. 
Supposing  now,  for  example,  that  I  found  this  party  guilty 
of  both  offences.  The  section  says,  "  Becomes  liable  in  a 
penalty  of  51  sterling."  Does  that  apply  to  the  one  or  to 
the  other,  or  both  1 

Mr.  Macfarlan  :  This  is  one  offence,  my  Lord,  of  keeping 


open  shop,  and  these  two  separate  counts  are  mere  illustra- 
tions of  how  the  offence  came  about. 

Mr.  Ormond :  It  is  practically  two  offences.  He  is 
charged  with  an  infringement  of  the  Act  in  selling  these 
two  separate  poisons. 

The  Sheriff :  True ;  but  he  points  out  that  the  charge  is 
one  of  keeping  open  shop. 

Mr.  Macfarlan:  In  the  photographer's  case  recently  de- 
cided in  Edinburgh  the  plea  was  set  up  that  one  offence  was 
not  enough  to  constitute  a  charge  of  keeping  open  shop,  and 
the  Judges  decided  that  it  was.    Here  we  have  two  acts. 

The  Sheriff :  Well,  it  seems  to  me  that  under  this  com- 
plaint it  is  a  matter  of  indifference  whether  I  deal  with  the 
second  instance  or  not — as  to  whether  it  formed  a  sale  or 
not,  because  the  first  shows  no  inconsistency.  It  seems  to 
me  to  meet  the  whole  complaint.  As  regards  the  first  case, 
then,  there  can  be  no  doubt  whatever.  As  regards  the 
second,  although  I  do  not  think  it  is  at  all  necessary  to  give 
judgment  in  the  case  under  this  charge,  it  may  be  as  well 
to  express  my  view  upon  it,  and  it  must  have  reference  to 
the  evidence  adduced.  Section  15  distinctly  says  that  "  any 
person  who  shall  sell  or  keep  open  shop  for  the  retailing, 
dispensing,  or  compounding  of  poisons"  shall  be  liable. 
The  question  therefore  arises  after  the  evidence,  whether 
on  the  second  occasion  of  the  sale  of  this  tin  of 
"  Smith's  Weed-killer "  an  offence  was  committed  under 
this  section  15  ?  Technically,  I  say  there  was,  because 
I  think  you  must  view  the  evidence  as  it  has  come 
out.  What  does  that  show  1  That  Bryson,  when  asked 
for  the  "  Weed-killer,"  says :  "  I  don't  keep  it  in  stock,  but  I 
can  get  it  from  the  chemist."  Well,  it  is  sent  for  and  got* 
and  handed  over  in  the  shop,  and  it  is  paid  for  in  the  shop, 
and  the  receipt  signed  for  in  the  shop.  Does  that  bring  it 
under  this  keeping  open  shop  for  the  retailing,  dispensing, 
or  compounding  of  poisons  ?  I  think  it  does ;  technically  ifc 
does.  I  have  no  doubt  Mr.  Bryson  did  not  suppose  he  was 
committing  an  offence  under  the  Act.  I  quite  admit  that. 
But,  looking  to  the  circumstances  of  this  particular  case,  I 
would  be  disposed  to  convict  him  on  that  alone.  But  as  this 
is  only  one  offence  charged  of  keeping  open  shop,  if  he  has 
done  it  in  one  instance  that  is  quite  enough  to  satisfy  the 
charge,  and  I  modify  the  penalty  to  one  guinea,  and  two. 
guineas  of  modified  expenses. 


THE  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES  ACT. 

The  Powers  of  the  Inspector. 

On  December  5,  at  the  Finsbury  Petty  Sessions,  John  Eagle, 
chemist,  155  Pentonville  Road,  King'  Cross,  was  summoned 
by  Mr.  Bending,  one  of  the  inspectors  of  weights  and  mea- 
sures for  the  London  County  Council,  under  the  48th  section, 
of  the  Weights  and  Measures  Act,  for  obstructing  him  in 
the  execution  of  his  duty.  The  defendant  pleaded  not 
guilty.  Mr.  Bending  stated  that  on  November  9  he  went  to 
the  defendant's  shop,  saw  defendant  behind  the  counter,  and 
told  him  who  he  was.  The  defendant  went  to  a  shelf,  and 
took  from  it  a  small  scale-box,  out  of  which  he  took  some- 
thing, and  that  he  placed  behind  a  screen.  He  requested 
him  to  allow  him  to  go  behind  the  counter  so  that  he  might 
examine  the  weights  and  scales;  but  he  refused  several 
times  to  allow  him  to  do  so,  stating  that  he  would  put  in 
writing  his  refusal.  Witness  then  asked  what  he  had  taken 
out  of  the  box,  and  defendant  replied  some  labels,  and  he  then 
threw  some  paper  labels  on  to  the  counter.  He  showed  him 
bis  warrant  of  office,  but  defendant  refused  to  read  it.  He 
had  reported  the  matter  to  the  Public  Control  Department, 
and  defendant  was  written  to.  In  reply  he  said  he  thought 
there  was  nothing  to  authorise  witness  going  behind  the 
counter.  He  argued  that  in  some  cases  that  it  was  necessary 
the  inspector  should  go  behind  the  counter  to  see  whether 
any  "  fat "  had  been  placed  on  the  scales.  In  answer  to  the 
defendant,  Mr.  Bending  stated  that  the  shop-door  was  wide 
open,  and  he  with  his  assistant  freely  entered.  There  was  a 
pair  of  scales  on  the  counter,  screwed  down,  and  the  defen- 
dant got  a  screwdriver,  and  forced  them  up.  The  Magistrate 
asked  whether  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  witness 
should  go  behind  the  counter  to  examine  the  scales  1  Mr. 
Bending  replied  that  it  was,  to  properly  examine  them ;  and, 
besides,  the  defendant  had  behind  a  screen  another  pair, 
which  he  had  in  use  at  the  time,  and  which  he  afterwards 
brought  to  him  after  takirg  some  drugs  out  of  them.  John 
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Mnllins,  assistant  to  Mr.  Bending,  gave  confirmatory 
evidence. 

The  defendant  contended  that  the  Act  gave  the  inspector 
no  right  to  go  into  any  private  part  of  a  house. 

Mr.  Bending  said  the  Act  provided  that  an  inspector 
might  enter  any  place,  whether  open  or  closed,  to  inspect 
weights  and  measures,  and  behind  the  counter  was  a  closed 
place. 

The  defendant  said  the  inspector  had  no  right  to  bring 
another  man  with  him. 

Mr.  Bending  said  his  assistant  was  appointed  by  the 
Xiondon  County  Council,  and  without  him  witness  would  not 
be  able  to  carry  out  all  his  duties. 

The  defendant  said  Ihe  assistant  held  no  warrant,  and 
therefore  had  no  right  there.  He  contended  that  there  was 
.no  obstruction  to  the  inspector,  for  directly  he  showed  him 
his  card  he  showed  him  his  scales,  and  told  him  he  had 
another  pair  in  use,  which  he  would  bring  to  him,  and  he 
■did  so.  He  argued  that  the  inspector  had  no  legal  right  to 
go  into  a  private  part  of  premises  under  this  particular  Act 
or  other  Act?.  It  would  be  dangerous  to  the  public  for  such 
power  to  be  given  to  interfere  with  a  chemist  when  he  was 
dispensing  medicines — perhaps  some  which  were  very 
poisonous — for  by  interrupting  him  he  might  make  a 
mistake. 

Mr.  Hughes,  the  Chairman  of  the  Bench,  said  they  were  of 
opinion  that  the  case  had  been  proved.  The  defendant  was 
mistaken  in  his  argument,  and  they  should  impose  a 
substantial  penalty,  and  order  the  defendant  to  pay  a  fine 
of  21. 

The  defendant  asked  whether  he  had  a  right  of  appeal, 
because,  if  he  had,  he  should  like  to  consider  whether  he 
should  appeal  or  not.  This  was  a  very  important  question 
to  chemists  and  the  public  generally. 

The  Chairman  said  there  was  a  right  of  appeal. 


FERNANDAS  DRUG  COMPANY. 

Jn  the  Queen's  Bench  Division,  on  December  9,  before  Mr. 
Justice  Hawkins  and  a  common  jury,  in  the  case  of  Jones 
v.  Litchfield,  plaintiff  claimed  the  return  of  a  sum  of  150?. 
.lent  under  an  agreement,  and  damages  for  breach  of  contract. 
Defendant  denied  the  loan,  and  said  the  contract  was  not 
carried  out  by  plaintiff's  own  default. 

Mr.  Herbert  Reid,  Q  C  ,  in  opening,  said  the  plaintiff  was 
formerly  a  schoolmaster  at  Tewkesbury.  He  suffered  from 
a  severe  illness,  and  in  the  result  came  to  London  in  search 
of  fresh  employment.  He  obtained  a  small  clerkship,  and 
while  so  engaged  he  saw  an  advertisement  to  the  effect  that 
a  drug  company  required  the  services  of  a  gentleman  with 
1501.  Duties  were  to  be  chiefly  secretarial,  and  the  advance 
would  be  fully  secured.  Plaintiff  answered  the  advertise- 
ment, and  received  a  reply,  in  consequence  of  which  he  went 
'to  see  the  defendant,  Percy  Litchfield,  who,  he  believed,  was 
an  insurance  broker  or  something  of  that  sort.  Litchfield 
was  anxious  to  obtain  150Z.  for  the  purpose  of  converting  a 
small  chemist's  shop  near  Victoria  Station  into  a  limited 
liability  company.  The  shop  was  kept  by  a  man  named 
Fernando.  The  business  had  been  turned  into  a  company 
on  other  occasions,  each  in  turn  being  wound  up  and  re- 
constructed. In  its  final  stage  the  company  was  to  be 
known  as  the  Metropolitan  Drug-store  Company  (Limited). 
Plaintiff  had  two  interviews  with  Litchfield,  and  the  150?. 
finally  changed  hands.  As  security  the  plaintiff  was  given 
the  lease  of  the  premises,  though  this  was  not  of  much 
-value,  there  beiDg  a  very  short  term  to  run.  Plaintiff  entered 
upon  his  duties  as  secretary,  but  he  had  little  work  to  do 
and  less  salary.  Becoming  dissatisfied  he  asked  for  the 
return  of  the  150?.,  but  it  was  not  forthcoming,  and  he 
accordingly  commenced  the  present  proceedings. 

Plaintiff,  in  the  course  of  his  evidence,  said  it  was 
arranged  that  he  should  receive  150Z  as  salary.  All  he  had 
received,  however,  was  15s  during  the  time  he  acted  as 
secretary.  The  offices  of  the  company  were  in  the  Outer 
Temple,  and  consisted  of  one  room  about  9  feet  by  4  feet. 
In  the  course  of  plaintiff's  cross-examination  the  prospectus 
•of  the  company  was  handed  to  his  Lordship,  who  read  it 
aloud,  greatly  to  the  amusement  of  the  Court.  The  capital 
of  the  company  was  5,000?.  in  shares  of  1?.  each,  and  the 
business  it  was  proposed  to  acquire  was  stated  to  be  under 
the  patronage  of  the  King  of  the  Belgians,  the  Duchess  of 


York,  &c,  and  hundreds  of  the  nobility.  The  defendant 
Litchfield  was  named  as  one  of  the  directors,  and  he  was 
also  stated  to  be  a  director  of  Reynolds's  Gout  Specific  Com- 
pany. 

In  answer  to  his  Lordship,  Mr.  Howell,  who  appeared  for 
the  defence,  said  he  proposed  to  show  thatjihe  company  had 
bought  a  sound  and  good  paying  business. 

Mr.  Justice  Hawkins  :  Then  what  has  become  of  the 
company  ? 

Mr.  Howell :  The  '.whole  thing  fell  to  the  ground  through 
Mr.  Jones's  action. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  plaintiff's  evidence  the  parties 
came  to  an  arrangement,  and  judgment  was  entered  for  the 
plaintiff  for  the  full  amount  of  the  claim  on  terms  which  did 
not  transpire. 


A  DENTIST'S  CHARGES. 

Fba.uk  Comer,  of  9  Hereford  Square,  South  Kensington, 
claims  to  be  "  a  specialist  in  advanced  American  dentistry." 
He  did  some  work  for  a  Mrs  Gwynne,  supplying  her  with 
a  four-tooth  removable  bridge  case  in  duplicate,  and  for  that 
he  claimed  105?.,  and  sued  for  the  amount  in  the  Queen's 
Bench,  before  Justice  Mathew.  The  agreement  as  to  the 
price  to  be  charged  had  cot  been  very  distinct,  and  the 
parties  were  not  in  accord  about  it.  Mr.  Gwynne,  however, 
paid  into  court  50  guineas,  and  Mr.  C.  C.  Tomes,  F  R.S  ,  and 
Mr.  W.  B.  Paterson,  honorary  secretary  to  the  British  Dental 
Association,  testified  for  him  that  the  amount  claimed  was 
extortionate.  Mr.  Justice  Mathew  found  that  30  guineas 
was  a  sufficient  fee,  and  he  ordered  that  the  20  guineas 
beyond  this  which  Mr.  Gwynne  had  paid  into  court  should 
be  returned  to  him,  and  that  Mr.  Comer  should  pay  the  costs 
of  the  action. 


M.D.,  U.S.A. 

John  Ferdinand,  of  King's  Road,  Chelsea,  who  described 
himself  as  M  D  ,  U.S.A.,  came  before  Mr.  Sheil,  the  West- 
minster Police  Magistrate,  on  December  6,  charged  with 
infringement  of  the  Medical  Act.  Evidence  of  his  quackeries 
was  submitted.  He  supplied  one  witness  with  a  bottle  of 
medicine  for  4s.  6d.,  and  told  him  that  a  chemist  would  have 
charged  him  3  guineas  for  a  similar  bottle.  He  also  gave 
the  man  a  certificate  stating  that  he  had  a  severe  cold  and 
required  a  week's  rest,  signing  it  John  Ferdinand,  M.D  ,  U.S.A. 
Mr.  Sheil  (the  Magistrate  who,  a  fortnight  previously,  had 
refused  to  grant  a  summons  in  this  case)  now  said  that  the 
burden  of  proof  rested  on  the  defendant  to  show  that  he  was 
qualified  in  some  recognised  American  school.  That  failing, 
he  fined  him  20?.  and  10?.  costs,  or  two  months'  imprisonment 
in  default.  Pending  the  return  of  the  distress  warrant,  he 
ordered  that  the  defendant  should  be  detained  or  find  surety. 


<5a3ette. 


PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 
Hargitt,  H.,  and  Wiseman,  M.,  Birmingham,  under  the  style  of 

Hargitt  &  Wiseman,  physicians  and  surgeons. 
Morten,  A.,  and  Rhodes,  J.,  Whaley  Bridg3,  Chester,  under  the 

style  of  Morten  &  Rhodes,  mineral-water  manufacturers. 
Sansom,  E.,  Sansom,  F.  J.,  and  Sansom,  M.,  Barrow-in-Furness, 

under  the  style  of  E.  Sansom  &  Sons,  chemists  and  druggists  ;  so 

far  as  regards  E.  Sansom. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  AND  I860. 

[Adjudication. 

Cassell,  Frederick  Arthur,  trading  as  Fred.  A.  Cassell  &  Co.,  and 
now  or  formerly  aljo  trading  as  the  Arabian  Oil  Company,  Arabian 
Wharf,  Blackhorse  Boad,  Deptford,  S.E.,  tar  distiller  and  chemical 
manufacturer. 

Order  Made  on  Application  for  Discharge. 

Gibbins,  James  Burt,  Mark  Lane,  E.C.,  chemical  merchant  and 
commission  agent— discbarge  suspended  for  two  years,  ending 
November  14,  1897. 
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Notice  to  Retail  Buyer t; — It 
should  be  remembered  that  the 
quotations  in  thit  section  are 
invariably  the  lowest  net  cash 
prices  actually  paid  for  large 
pumtUUt  in  tvtk.  In  many  cases  allowances  have  to  be  added  be/ore 
ordinary  prices  can  be  ascertained.  Frequently  goods  must  be  picked  and 
sorted  to  suit  the  demands  of  the  retail  trade,  causing  much  labour  and 
the  accumulation  of  rejections,  not  all  of  which  are  suitable  even  for 
manufacturing  purposes.  Further  points  which  should  be  borne  in  mind 
are  that  distributor  generally  has  to  bear  the  bulk  of  the  freight-charges 
on  the  goods  on  their  way  from  the  producer  to  the  retailer,  and  that  for 
many  articles  the  range  of  quality  is  very  wide. 
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ALTHOUGH  the  Christmas  holidays  are  now  close  at 
hand,  the  volume  of  business  in  the  drug  and  chemical 
markets  remains  fairly  satisfactory.  To-day's  drag-auctions 
were  the  last  of  the  year,  and  it  was  announced  that  the 
first  drug- sales  of  1896  will  be  held  on  January  9.  Up  to 
the  present  the  dates  of  next  year's  cinchona-bark  sales 
have  not  yet  been  fixed.  In  chemicals,  carbolic  acid  remains 
firm,  and  tartaric  has  somewhat  improved,  although  cream 
of  tartar  is  easier  compared  with  last  week.  Citric 
acid  is  steady.  Chrysophanic  offers  at  slightly  easier  rates. 
There  has  been  considerable  disturbance  this  week  in  the 
iodine  market,  although  there  is  no  actual  change  in  quota- 
tions. We  comment  upon  this  important  article  in  another 
part  of  this  issue.  In  caffeine  and  glycerine  there  is 
nothing  of  special  interest  to  report.  At  the  drug- 
sales  to-day  a  fair  proportion  of  the  parcels  offered  was 
sold,  but  there  are  scarcely  any  alterations  in  price 
Dragons'-blood  was  slightly  easier.  Vanilla  sold  at  some 
decline  for  long  beans.  Beeswax  of  all  kinds  is  firm  and  in 
demand,  and  common  Tinevelly  senna  realised  full  prices. 
Ipecacuanha  is  unaltered,  and  cardamoms  remain  steady. 
Benzoin  and  musk  are  dull  of  sale,  and  so  is  aloes  of  all 
kinds.  Buchu  slightly  easier.  Calumba  and  nux  vomica 
sold  at  low  prices.  At  the  castorum  auctions  fine  and  good 
qualities  declined  from  25s.  to  40s.  per  lb.,  but  ordinary  grades 
showed  very  little  change  A  good  business  has  been  done  in 
crude  camphor  at  firm  rates.  Cubebs  are  still  tending  lower. 
Colocynth  was  also  rather  easier.  Keed  dragons'-blood  suf- 
fered a  further  slight  decline.  In  cinchona  nothing  of 
special  interest  occurred.  At  the  monthly  bark  sales  the 
tone  was  exceedingly  firm.  Ergot  of  rye  sold  fairly  well, 
but  honey  remains  unchanged.  Kola-nuts  in  fair  demand. 
In  essential  oils  citronella  is  again  much  dearer.  Lemongrass 
and  cinnamon-  leaf  oils  are  also  higher.  Italian  essences  are 
tending  downwards.  Rhubarb  is  flat.  St.  Ignatius  beans 
good  offers  were  made.  In  articles  allied  to  the  drug-trade 
we  have  to  report  a  fresh  decline  in  shellac.  Orange  TN  is 
now  nominally  quoted  at  99s.  for  March-May  delivery  ;  at 
auction  on  Tuesday  second  orange  declined  from  5s.  to  6s  ,  and 
garnet  lac  Is.  per  cwt.  Gambier  is  easier  and  turmeric  fairly 
steady.  Quicksilver  may  be  had  at  lower  prices.  Sul- 
phate of  ammonia  remains  dull,  but  benzol  is  again  dearer. 
Sulphate  of  copper  shows  no  change.  At  the  spice  auctions, 
tapioca,  Cochin  ginger,  pimento,  nutmegs,  cloves,  and  cassia 
lignea  were  all  lower,  while  pepper  remains  dull  of  sale.  The 
oil-market  shows  few  changes  of  importance ;  linseed  oil  is  the 


turn  easier,  but  rape  oil  is  slightly  dearer,  while  cotton-seed 
is  about  3d.  lower,  cruds  beiDg  now  14s.  9d.,  refined,  17s.  to 
17s.  3d.  Cocoanut,  palm,  and  olive  oils  show  no  change. 
Turpentine  is  weak,  at  19s.  10hd.  on  the  spot,  but  petroleum 
has  greatly  advanced,  and  is  in  strong  demand,  American 
at  7fed.  to  8d.,  Russian  at  6%d.  to  6%d.  per  gallon,  according 
to  quality.  The  Bank-rate  is  unchanged,  at  2  per  cent. 
Bar- silver  is  decidedly  lower,  at  30d.  per  oz. 

At  to-day's  Java  cinchona-bark  auctions  practically  the 
entire  supply  offered  was  sold,  5,249  packages  being  taken 
Amsterdam  w'tn  800<^  competition  at  firm  prices.  The 
cinchona-    unite  averaged  fully  3  cents  per  half- kilo.,  and 
sales       the  range  of  prices  was  as  follows : — Manufac- 
turing-barks, 7  to  42J  cents  ( =  \\d.  to  l\d.  per  lb.)  • 
druggists'  barks,  6£  to  57  cents  (  =  1|<Z.  to  \§\d.  per  lb.). 
The  principal  buyers  acquired  the  following  equivalents  of 
sulphate  of  quinine: — G.  Briegleb  (American  and  English 
manufacturers),  7,025  kilos. ;  the  Auerbach  Factory,  5,303 
kilos. ;  the  Brunswick  Factory,  5,251  kilos. ;  the  Amsterdam 
and  Mannheim  Works,  4,382  kilos. ;  the  Frankfort-on- Maine 
and  Stuttgart  Works,  1,349  ^kilos. ;  general  buyers,  2,737 
kilos. 


The  value  of  the  Cape  Colony's  imports  for  the  eleven 
months  ending  November  30,  amounted  to  17,363,8742., 
including  upwards  of  five  millions  in  specie.  This  is  an 
increase  over  the  corresponding  period  of  last 
South  Africa  year  of  6,815,9802.  The  exports  of  colonial 
prospering.  produce  amounted  to  3,463,6302.,  an  increase 
of  411,7292.  The  diamonds  exported  were  of  the  value  of 
of  4,350  8212.,  an  increase  of  1,530.3272.  The  gold  exports 
were  7,286,1702.  an  increase  of  699,5342.  The  imported  goods 
re-exported  were  valued  at  205,5782 ,  an  increase  of  23,8932. 
The  total  amount  of  the  exports,  including  a  small  quantity 
of  specie,  was  15,410,4182.,  an  increase  of  2,657,2452.  Trade 
with  the  Transvaal  under  the  rebate  regulations,  included  in 
the  above  figures,  amounted  to  3,891,4752.,  an  increase  of 
1,364,0392. 

Reports  from  Grasse  mention  a  steady  and  not  inconsider- 
able improvement  in  the  essential-oil  and  flower-pomade 
business.  Export  orders  of  some  importance  have  lately 
been  received  from  various  parts  of  Europe,  but 
Perfumes  especially  from  the  United  States  and  Australia, 
and  a  fair  number  of  contracts  have  been  entered 
into  for  delivery  in  the  course  of  next  year.  The  first  samples 
of  new  French  olive-oil  have  appeared  on  the  market.  Their 
quality  is  said  to  be  finer  than  that  of  any  firstlings  since 
1870. 


Acid  (Chrysophanic). — Although  there  has  been  no 
increase  in  the  supply  of  raw  material,  this  acid  appears,  for 
the  moment,  to  be  rather  weaker,  and  there  are  sellers 
at  19s  6d  per  lb. 

Acid  Tartaric. — Slightly  firmer  for  forward  delivery. 
On  the  spot,  however,  the  quotations  remain  unchanged. 
B.P.  English,  Is  2d  ,  Foreign,  Is.  l\d.  to  Is.  \\d.  per  lb. 
There  has  been  a  strong  demand  for  tartar-materials,  espe- 
cially for  Continental  account.  At  to-day's  drug-sales  15 
2j-cwt.  bags  of  dusty  pinky  Cape  argol  sold  at  57s.  to  58s. 
per  c  wt. 

Aloes. — Cape  aloes  was  in  small  supply,  27  cases  being 
offered,  of  which  17  sold  at  from  22s.  6d.  down  to  20s.  for 
fair  seconds  to  ordinary  drossy  and  dull  mixed.  The  best 
lots  were  bought  in  Cwraeao  aloes  was  rather  plentiful  in  sale ; 
it  included  a  parcel  of  good  quality  just  imported  from 
America,  which  was  held  for  rather  steady  prices,  but  the  * 
demand  was  not  very  brisk.  Of  326  packages,  45  sold,  partly 
subject  to  approval,  at  42s.  for  good  bright  livery;  26s.  to  18s. 
for  ordinary  to  dark  Cape  and  4s.  per  cwt.  for  dust  and 
sittings.  Fine  Socotrine  aloes  was  not  offered;  two  kegs 
of  black  and  drossy  quality  realised  16s  per  cwt.  .4  bales- 
ordinary  Zanzibar  aloes  in  skins  sold  without  reserve  at  27s. 
to  30s.  per  cwt. 
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Ambergris. — A  rather  large  supply  of  100  oz.  offered  to- 
day, which  included  nothing  of  really  fine  quality ;  part  of 
it  was  offered  without  reserve,  but  not  actually  sold.  Dark 
and  earthy  quality  was  bought  in  at  45s.  per  oz. 

American  Drugs  (Various).  —  Bteyierry  baric  has 
advanced  to  very  high  figures,  61s  c.i.f.  terms  being  now 
quoted  for  good  quality.  Sassafras  bark  offers  at  3d.  per  lb. 
•c.i.f.,  and  Witchhazcl  (Hamamclis)  at  from  3d.  to  3\d.  per  lb. 
•c.i.f.  Gum  chicle  is  lower ;  Is.  9d.  per  lb.  would  be  taken  on 
the  spot,  and  perhaps  that  figure  might  be  shaded.  To 
arrive  quotations  are  lower  still.  Karahava  root  offers  at 
10^.  per  lb.  on  the  spot,  and  Lcptandrin  {Culvers)  at  5d. 
per  lb.,  c  i.f.  terms.  The  quotation  for  Podophyllin  (Mandrake- 
roof)  is  19s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f. 

Anise. — For  25  bags  fair  Russian,  offered  without  reserve, 
23s.  per  cwt.  was  paid. 

Areca.— Ten  bags  of  fair  quality  sold  to-day  at  12s.  per 
•cwt, 

Asafcetida. — Very  quiet.  At  auction  29  cases  were 
bought  in  at  from  50s.  to  70s.  per  cwt.,  according  to  quality. 

Baitram. — Two  bales  of  a  greyish-green  herb,  imported 
from  Aden,  were  offered  under  this  name,  but  found  no 
buyers.  The  herb  is  an  Artemisia  (possibly  A  Siversiana), 
but  in  the  absence  of  flowers  in  the  specimen  its  exact 
■species  cannot  be  determined.  It  is  allied  to  the  ordinary 
southernwood  shrub  of  this  country,  and  does  not  seem  to 
foe  of  any  pharmaceutical  value,  though  it  might  possibly 
yield  a  useful  essential  oil. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — The  only  parcel  shown  at  auction  to- 
day was  one  of  7  cases  fine  clear  thin  Para  balsam,  which 
was  bought  in  at  Is.  10|<Z.  per  lb. 

Balsam  Peru. — Still  quoted  nominally  at  9s.  per  lb.  for 
good  quality  of  direct  import.  It  is  said  that  bids  of  8s  lOiitf. 
might  be  accepted.  At  auction  to-day  5  cases  were  bought 
in  at  10s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Balsam  (Tolu). — There  is  now  very  little  genuine  Tolu 
balsam  available,  and  it  is  said  that  nothing  is  known  of 
any  parcels  on  the  way. 

Benzoin. — Of  Sumatra  gum  177  packages,  including 
several  of  recent  import,  were  offered  to-day ;  fine  quality 
was  generally  held  for  high  prices,  and  very  little  was  sold. 
Two  cases  of  good  almondy  seconds,  slightly  false  packed  at 
■top  and  bottom,  realised  81.  5s.  per  cwt.  Small  supplies  of 
Palembang  gum  were  bought  in.  Of  Siam  Benzoin  25 
packages  were  shown,  and  all  bought  in,  as  much  as  251.  per 
cwt.  being  required  for  fine  loose  pale  almonds.  The  follow- 
ing figures  show  the  exports  of  benzoin  (in  piculs)  from 
Singapore  during  the  periods  from  January  1  to  Septem- 
ber 30  of  the  last  six  years  : — 


1895 

1894 

1893 

1892 

1891 

1890 

To  United  Kingdom 
„      „     States  .. 
„  Continent 

1,829 
44 
2,179 

590 

1,224 

2,217 

949 

2,383 

Buchu. — Slightly  easier.  There  was  a  considerable 
supply  of  fine  round  green  leaves  at  auction  to-day,  but 
nearly  the  whole  of  this  was  bought  in,  only  2  bales  of  fine 
dark  green  selling,  without  reserve,  at  5d.  per  lb. ;  6  bales 
of  yellow  and  stalky  round  leaves  sold,  without  reserve,  at 
3%d.  per  lb. 

Calcium  Carbide. — This  article  may  now  be  had  in 
wholesale  quantities  at  25s.  per  cwt.,  net  cash,  packages  not 
included. 

Calumba. — A  sale  of  100  bags  of  fair  sorts  was  made  to- 
day at  the  low  price  of  7s.  6d.  to  8s.  per  cwt. 

Camphor  (Crude). — A  considerable  amount  of  business 
is  said  to  have  been  done  this  week.  On  Monday  the  syndi- 
cate are  said  to  have  bought  1,700  piculs  oi  Japan  and  Formosa 
camphor,  at  187s.  6d.,  c  i.f.  terms,  and  to-day  a  further  sale 
of  about  400  piculs  Japan  camphor  is  reported  at  the  same 
price  for  December-January  shipment.  A  sale  of  200  piculs 
Formosa  camphor,  distant  shipment,  is  reported  at  180s  c  i  f. 
The  exports  of  raw  camphor  from  Canton  and  Hong-Kong 


to  Europe  during  the  periods  between  January  1  and 
October  30  have  been  : — 

Year         1895  1894         1893  1892 

Boxes       24,271       14,707       12,704  4,672 
Cannabis  Indica. — Sixty-nine  robbins  rather  dusty  and 
partly  stalky  were  bought  in  at  2d.  to  3d.  per  lb. 

Cardamoms. — The  fair  supply  of  251  packages  was  offered 
to-day  and  met  with  steady  competition,  although  prices 
showed  no  change.  About  135  packages  sold  at  the  follow- 
ing rates: — Ceijlon-Mysore,  good  pale,  2s.  Id.  refused,  2s.  3d. 
being  the  quotation ;  ditto,  medium  to  bold  palish  realised 
2s.  Id. ;  small  to  medium  plump  to  yellow,  2s.  to  2s  2d. ; 
small  to  medium  partly  blocky,  split,  palish,  Is.  3d.  to 
Is.  \0d. ;  small  brownish  and  lean,  Is.  Id.  down  to  Is.  4<2. ; 
ordinary  very  small,  Is.  2d.  to  Is.  3d.  Ceylon- Malabar ,  small 
brownish  round,  Is.  4d.  per  lb.  For  seed  the  full  price  of 
2s.  2d.  per  lb.  was  paid ;  fine  wild  Ceylon  cardamoms 
realised  the  high  figure  of  2s,  9d.  per  lb. ;  small  and  lean 
ditto  brought  Is.  2d.  per  lb. 

Cascarilla. — Of  11  bags,  which  was  all  that  was  offered 
to-day,  8  sold  at  40s.  to  42s.  for  good  broken,  partly  greyish 
quill ;  for  good  quality  44s.  was  refused. 

Castorum. — The  annual  auctions  of  castorum  were  held 
on  December  11,  the  bulk  of  the  supply  being,  as  usual, 
in  the  hands  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  who  offered 
1,826  lbs.,  or  about  700  lbs.  more  than  the  quantity  offered 
last  year.  A  considerable  decline  in  price  had  been  gene- 
rally anticipated,  but  the  fall  on  firsts  and  seconds  quality 
was  even  larger  than  had  been  generally  expected  —viz., 
from  20s.  up  to  40s.  per  lb.  It  should  be  stated,  however, 
that  the  standard  of  quality  was  not  particularly  high. 
Very  good  bold  and  dry  firsts  realised  57s. ;  fair  ditto,  from 
50s.  to  55s. ;  seconds,  from  47s.  to  51s. ;  mouldy  firsts  and 
seconds  mixed,  from  41s.  to  50s.  ;  thirds,  from  29.s  to  39s. ; 
pickings,  from  27s.  to  35s  ;  and  common  "  oil-  bags,"  18s. 
per  lb.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  infeiior  qualities  realised 
almost  as  good  prices  as  they  did  last  year.  Besides  the 
Hudson's  Bay  castorum,  550  lbs.,  in  the  hands  of  another 
firm,  imported  from  Quebec,  Montreal,  and  New  York,  were 
offered.  This  parcel  was  rather  inferior,  and  the  bulk  of 
the  supply  sold  at  extremely  low  rates — viz.,  from  37s.  to 
38s.  for  firsts,  30s.  to  31s.  6d.  for  seconds,  and  from  22s.  6d. 
to  23s.  for  thirds.  We  add  a  table  showing  the  result  of  the 
last  four  Hudson  Bay  auctions :  — 


1893 
December 

1894 
April  27 

1894 
December  12 

1895 
December  11 

Firsts 
Seconds    . . 
Thirds 
Pickings  .. 

140s. 
130s.  to  134s. 
105s.  „  116s. 
51s.  „  97s. 

112s. 

105s. 
92s.  to  95s. 
80s.  „  81s. 

85s.  to  97s. 
61s.  „  87s. 
37s.  „  58s. 
33s.  „  41s. 

53s.  to  57s. 
41s.  „  51s. 
29s.  „  39s. 
27s.  „  35s. 

Total  offered 

1,085  lbs. 

224  lbs. 

1,166  lbs. 

1,826  lbs. 

Average  ad- 
vance or  de- 
cline per  lb. 

+  15s.  to  20s. 

-10s.  to  28s. 

-27s.  to  40s. 

-6s.  to  36s. 

Cinchona. — At  the  monthly  cinchona-auctions,  on  Tues- 
day, the  offerings  consisted  of  93  packages  Ceylon,  473  East 
Indian,  160  Javan,  and  219  West  African  bark,  along  with 
133  packages  Cuprea  imported  in  1883-4,  and  212  packages 
cultivated  Bolivian  Calisaya  in  quills.  The  holders  generally 
were  very  firm,  and,  although  there  was  an  excellent 
competition  throughout  the  sales  at  prices  fully  equalling 
those  of  the  November  auctions,  a  considerable  proportion 
of  the  Ceylon  and  Indian  bark  offered,  as  well  as  all  the 
Cuprea,  was  bought  in.  The  following  prices  were  paid: — 
Ceylon  and  East  Indian  bark — Ledgerima,  l^d.  to  3d. ; 
Officinalis,  lfd.  to  2~d. ;  Suecirubra,  l\d  to  3\d.  per  lb. 
Afiicao  Suecirubra,  2^d.  to  2\d  per  lb.  Java  Ledger,  2^d.  to 
4f  d.  per  lb. ;  and  cultivated  Bolivian  Calisaya,  H\d.  to  5d. 
per  lb.  The  unit  averaged  ^d.  per  lb.  At  to-day's  drug- 
sales  the  chief  interest  centred  in  a  parcel  of  52  packages 
South  American  crown  bark,  the  whole  of  which  sold  at 
rather  easier  rates — Huanaco,i&vc  bright  thin  quality,  sound, 
at  5d.  to  l\d.,  damaged  ditto  at  4d.  to  ;  Lo.va,  fair  long 
tresh  sound  quill,  at  10\d.  to  \ld. ;  dull  and  damaged  ditto 
at  Id.  per  lb.  Of  flat  Calisaya  2  packages,  both  damaged, 
sold  at  Is.  6d.  per  lb.  for  bold  flat  orange- coloured  pieces. 
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Civet. — A.  parcel  of  21  horns  of  very  common  pale  greasy 
stuff,  imported  some  time  ago,  was  bought  in  to-day  at  30s. 
per  oz. — which  is  quite  a  nominal  figure. 

Cocaine  — Unaltered.  A  fair  demand  is  reported  at  the 
previous  quotations  of  14s.  per  oz.  for  100-oz.  lots. 

Cochineal  has  declined  about  \d.  per  lb.,  rosy-black 
Tenerife  having  sold  a  few  days  ago  at  Is.  2d.  per  lb. 

Colocynth  — At  auction  a  rather  heavy  supply  was 
offered,  36  packages  of  Turkish  apple  being  shown :  twenty 
of  these  sold  at  2s.  per  lb.  for  fair  pale  (subject),  which 
shows  a  decline  of  6<2.  on  the  last  nominal  rate.  For 
slightly  damaged  2s.  0|<2.  per  lb.  was  paid.  Of  Spanish 
colocynth  6  packages  were  bought  in  at  from  lOd.  to  12<2. 
per  lb.  for  rather  ordinary  quality.  Privately,  colocynth  is 
quoted  from  Is  3d.  to  Is.  6d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot,  and  at 
Is.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  for  shipment,  but  these  prices  cannot  as  yet 
be  obtained. 

Cowhage  — Sales  of  fair  quantities  are  said  to  have  been 
made  at  4*2  per  oz.  privately,  which  would  show  a  some 
what  improved  market  pos  ition.  At  auction  to-day  4  tins 
were  bought  in. 

Ckeam  of  Tartar  is  easier.  Best  white  Crystals  could 
now  be  had  at  from  94s.  to  95s.  per  cwt.  Powder 
still  quotes  at  98s  per  cwt.  Bordeaux  firms  quote  crystals 
for  shipment  next  month  at  from  87s.  to  88s.  per  cwt.,  f.o.b. 

Cubebs  are  again  lower.  A  parcel  of  13  bales  [oi  fair 
quality,  but  slightly  stalky,  from  Bombay  sold  to-day,  subject 
to  approval,  at  23s.  par  cwt.;  several  of  the  lots,  however, 
were  bought  in  at  from  30s  to  35s.  per  cwt.  The  following 
figures  show  the  exports  of  cubebs  (in  piculs)  from  Singa- 
pore during  the  periods  from  January  1  to  September  30  of 
the  last  six  years  : — 


1895 

1894 

1893 

1892 

1891 

1890 

To  United  Kingdom 
„      „     States  .. 

425 
2260 

972 

13 

172 

194 

98 

Ctrscus. — Fair  quality  is  held  for  25s.  per  cwt.,  but  5 
bales  of  ordinary  quality  sold  to-day  without  reserve  at 
4s.  6d.  per  cwt. 


Dragon's  Blood.— Eight  cases  of  rather  ordinary  finger 
dragon's-blood  from  Singapore,  somewhat  damp  and  mostly 
broken  and  detached  from  the  reed,  realised  the  low  figure 
of  62.  per  cwt.,  which  is  practically  the  same  as  that  paid  at 
the  last  preceding  auctions.  Nothing  else  was  sold,  although 
some  25  cases  of  fair  to  good  bright  lump  and  saucer  were 
offered ;  fine  quality  was  bought  in  at  10  guineas,  ordinary 
at  62.  per  cwt.  The  following  figures  show  the  exports 
of  dragon's-blood  (in  piculs)  from  Singapore  during  the 
periods  from  January  1  to  September  30  of  the  last  six 
years : — 

1895      1894      1893      1892      1891  1890 
To  United  Kingdom       ..    278        312        105        74         69  100 

Ergot  op  Rye. — The  4  bags  of  Las  Palmas  ergot  of 
which  the  sale  at  the  last  auctions  was  cancelled,  as  reported 
by  us,  were  again  put  up :  they  now  realised  7f d.  to  3d. 
per  lb.,  or  2d.  more  than  on  the  last  occasion.  Two  cases  of 
small  and  wormy  ergot  sold  without  reserve  at  7£<2.,  and 
a  parcel  of  bold,  but  wormy  from  Bordeaux  was  bought  in 
at  Is.  per  lb. 

Galls. — Bassorah  galls  are  very  firmly  held  at  the  recent 
quotations,  the  stock  of  Green  and  White  varieties  being 
particularly  small.  For  Blue  Anatolian  (Smyrna)  galls 
45s  has  been  paid  on  the  spot.  Green,  are  quoted  at  40s., 
and  White  at  35s  to  36s.  per  cwt.  Keports  from  Hongkong 
state  the  samples  of  the  new  crop  of  Chinese  galls  are  of 
medium  quality.  At  to-day's  drug  sales  several  parcels 
of  Persian  galls  were  bought  in. 

Glycerine  is  firmly  held,  but  there  is  no  further  change 
in  the  makers'  prices.  Second-hand  holders  would  sell  on 
the  spot  at  70s  per  cwt.  for  s.g.  1260,  and  accept  contracts 
for  delivery  next  year  at  66s.  per  cwt. 

Gamboge. — A  small  supply  was  offered  to-day,  the  best 
lots  being  bought  in^at  111.  to  112. 10s.  for  good  Siam  of  bright 
fracture,  partly  blocky ;  while  2  cases  ordinary  dull  ricey 
mixed  Singapore  sold   at  the   slightly  higher  price  of 


92. 12s.  6d.  per  cwt.  The  following  figures  show  the  exports  of 
gamboge  (in  piculs)  from  Singapore  during  the  periods  from 
January  1  to  September  30  of  the  last  six  years : — 


1895 

1894 

1893 

1892 

1891 

1890 

To  United  Kingdom 

151 

297 

224 

388 

93 

119 

To  United  States  . . 

9 

48 

41 

54 

Gum  Acacia. — At  to-day's  auctions  24  packages  (about 
one- sixth  of  the  supply  offered)  found  buyers  at  rather 
cheap  rates :  Soudan  sorts  from  Suez,  softish  bat  dusty,  at 
65s. ;  small  yellowish  picked  grain,  from  Trieste,  52.  7s.  6<2~ 
per  cwt. ;  small  to  medium  dull  brown  picked,  at  74s.  to  75s. 
per  cwt.  The  two  last-named  parcels  sold  "  without 
reserve." 

Gum  Ammoniacum.— A  parcel  of  partly  blocky,  partly 
fair  almondy  gum,  from  Bombay,  was  bought  in  at  the 
auctions. 

Honey. — Rather  dull  of  sale ;  low  prices  have  to  be- 
accepted  in  order  to  render  business  possible.  At  auction 
27  packages  Jamaican  realised  24s.  to  25s.  for  thick  candied 
orange-coloured,  and  22s.  for  ordinary  lump,  of  unpleasant 
flavour  and  taste.  Candied  honey  from  Brisbane,  of  dis- 
agreeable odour,  was  bought  in  at  25s.,  and  ditto  from  New 
Zealand,  at  22s.  per  cwt. 

Honey  (California^). — We  have  received  the  following 
account  of  the  present  position  of  the  article : — "  Notwith- 
standing the  severe  weather  experienced  last  year  in  the 
honey  districts  in  California,  and  other  producing  sections  of. 
the  United  Statee,  the  looked-for  advance  in  prices  did  not 
then  take  place.  Buyers  evidently  were  careless  as  to  whether 
prices  went  up  or  not,  and  were  content  to  purchase  on  the 
hand-to-mouth  policy.  During  the  spring  of  this  year  there 
were  some  big  sales,  but  at  declining  quotations,  as  the  crop 
of  1895  promised  to  be  a  good  one.  New  honey  this  season 
is  turning  out  in  fine  condition,  a  larger  proportion  than 
generally  being  of  good  quality,  and  prices  are  such  that 
most  likely,  in  this  country,  a  better  demand  will  be  ex- 
perienced than  has  been  the  case  for  some  years  back. 
Shipments  on  the  way  are  not  large,  and  as  the  best  part  of 
these  have  already  been  sold,  everything  points  to  prices 
remaining  steady  for  some  time  to  come." 

Insect-flowers. — The  market  position  of  insect-flowers 
shows  no  alteration.  Very  little  trade  is  doing  privately. 
At  auction  21  bales  salvage  sold  for  account  of  the  under- 
writers at  70s.  per  cwt.,  for  ordinary  "  open"  flowers,  and  at 
2s.  per  cwt.  for  the  damaged  of  the  parcel. 

Iodine. — We  refer  elsewhere  to  the  position  of  iodine. 
As  regards  Iodide  of  potassium  and  other  iodide  prepara-- 
tions,  the  convention  prices  have  notoriously  been  undersold 
for  a  long  time,  and  these  "  outside "  offers,  like  those  of 
the  raw  material,  have  lately  become  more  and  more  fre- 
quent. One  party  greatly  interested  in  the  article  said 
to  our  representative  to-day,  "  The  outsiders  are  becoming 
impudent,  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  teach  them  a  lesson." 
It  is  said  that  some  of  the  parcels  of  iodides  that  are  work- 
ing the  mischief  come  from  Japan,  though  whether  they  are 
of  Japanese  origin  or  European  goods  returned  from  the 
East  we  cannot  say.  At  any  rate,  Japan,  which  used  to  be. 
one  of  our  chief  customers  for  iodides,  is  now  buying 
scarcely  anything ;  and  as,  under  the  shelter  of  the  ipdine 
combination  the  manufacture  of  iodine  from  seaweed  exists,  if 
it  does  not  flourish,  in  Scotland  and  France,  there  is  no 
reason  why  Japan  should  not  make  her  own  iodine  and 
iodides.  It  is  difficult  to  say  whether  the  "  outside  "  offers  of 
iodine  or  of  iodides  are  the  chief  cause  of  the  present- 
disturbance. 

Ipecacuanha. — Brazilian  root  was  represented  at  to- 
day's auctions  by  66  packages,  the  bulk  of  which  was  firmly- 
held,  only  6  bales  being  sold  at  steady  prices — viz.,  5s.  7*2. 
to  5s.  3d.  for  fair  picked,  4s.  10<2.  for  good  sound  annulated, 
and  from  4s  3d.  to  4s.  10<2.  for  damaged  lots.  Of  Carthagena 
root  14  packages  were  shown,  of  which  6  sold  at  unaltered 
prices  ;  from  4s.  2d.  to  4s.  3<2.  per  lb.  for  good  but  mouldy 
quality.  A  parcel  of  30  packages  of  this  variety  is  about 
to  be  landed.  It  is  said  that  since  the  last  sales  a  fair 
business  has  been  done  privately  in  Brazilian  (Rio)  ipecacu- 
anha. 
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Kola. — In  moderate  demand,  at  unchanged  rates.  Of 
32  bags  shown  to-day  only  3  sold,  at  from  3d.  to  Is.  per  lb. 
for  mouldy  to  good  West  Indian. 

Lime-juice  — Six  packages  fairly  clear  West  Indian  lime- 
juice  from  Jamaica,  partly  mixed  with  impurity,  realised 
l\d.  per  gallon  to-day,  which  shows  no  improvement. 

Musk. — Very  quiet.  At  auction  no  sales  were  made, 
although  17  caddies  of  first  pile  and  6  caddies  of  third  pile 
Tonauin  pod  musk  were  offered.  Good  to  fine,  well-trimmed 
small  to  bold  blue-skinned  first  pile  pods  were  bought  in 
at  from  75s.  to  80s.  per  oz. ;  small  to  bold,  well-trimmed, 
grey  and  brown  skinned  pods  at  45s.  per  oz  ;  third  pile, 
damp  but  well-tiimmed,  brown  and  blue-skinned,  partly 
broken,  was  bought  in  at  46s. ;  dull  to  old-fashioned  and 
skinny  at  28s  per  oz.    Musk  trimmings  sold  at  3d.  per  oz. 

Myeeh  remains  quiet.  Only  19  packages  out  of  99  offered 
at  auction  to-day  were  sold  :  good  coarse  sittings  at  45s  , 
smaller  ditto  at  37s.  per  cwt.  For  good  picked  gum  a  bid 
oE  92s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  was  rejected,  and  the  lot  was  bought  in 
at  105s.  per  cwt. 

Nux  Vomica  remains  very  low  in  price.  A  few  odd 
packages  of  ordinary  quality  sold  to-day  at  from  4s.  to  5s. 
per  cwt. 

Oils  (Essential). —  Cojuput  oil  is  offering  at  slightly 
•easier  rates — 2s.  lid.  to  3s.  per  bottle.    Coriander  oil  is  also 
lower,  25s.  per  lb.  beiDg  the  present  quotation.    The  price  oE 
German  Fennel- seed  oil  has  teen  reduced  to  4s.,  while  that 
of  Sill-seed  has  been  raised  to  9s  per  lb.  For  Oil  of  sassafras, 
Is.  3d.  per  lb.  is  now  required,  which  is  a  slightly  higher 
figure.    The  principal  feature  in  the  essential-oil  market  this 
week  is  the  continued  advance  in  Lemongrass  oil.    It  is  said 
that  as  much  as  Is.  lid.  per  lb.  has  been  paid  for  this  article 
ontbespot,  while  for  delivery  business  has  been  done  at 
Is.  Qf^d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  (drums),  for  June,  aid  at  Is.  Q^d. 
per  lu.,  c.i.f.  (drams),  for  April  shipment.    Lemongrass  ou  is 
quoted  at  2\i.  per  oz.  on  th.3  sp>t.    Oaisix  oil  saovsm 
alteratioa  sines  our  last  report.    Star-anise  can  be  bought 
at  10s.  3d.  per  lb.  on  ths  spot.    Siciliai  esse  ices  are  dull 
of  sale  and  tending  easier.    Ordinary  to  goad  oil  of 
Lemon  offers  at  3s,   Qd.  to  4s.  Qd    per  lb ,  f.o.b.  Cin- 
namon-leof  oil  has  been  in  strong  demand.    Sales  have  been 
made  at  Hd  and  <\\d  per  oz.,  and  as  much  as  bd.  per  oz.  is  no  n 
required.    Four  cases  of  fair  "  Cinnamon  "  oil  sold  at  auction 
to-day  at  10\d.  to  l\\d  per  oz.    Several  parcels  of  Euca- 
lyptus oil  were  offered,  Dut  no  sales  were  made.    For  5  cases 
ot  Miller's  Td.smanian  oil  (reputed  Globulus  variety)  Is.  lid. 
per  10.  was  refused.    Twelve  cases  "  Kangaroo"  brand  were 
bought  in  at  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  4«Z.  per  lb.  (lid.  refused)  ;  and  10 
cases  "  B  &  Co."  from  Adelaide  at  2s.  2d.  per  lb.  American 
Peppermint  oil  (HGH)  may  be  had  at  10s.  per  lb.    One  case 
of  1)  &  O  Bay  oil  was  bought  in  to-day  at  lis  per  lb.  Of 
West  Indian  Lime  oil,  one  case  distilled  sold  at  2s  3d.  per  lb. ; 
21  bottles  of  expressed  at  4s.  per  lb.    Another  lot  of  4  cases 
of  Dice  quality  from  Dominica  (W.I.)  was  bought  in  at 
5s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Opium. — The  only  variety  for  which  there  has  been  some 
demand  within  the  last  few  days  has  been  the  Soft  shipping 
kind,  which  is  rather  firmly  held,  from  10s.  9d.  to  lis.  9a!. 
being  required  for  it.  Good  to  fine  Sm  t/rna  opium  is  neglected 
at  from  7s  6d  to  8s.  Qd.  ;  second  Druggists'  from  6s.  9d  to 
7s.  3d  ;  Constantinople  kinds  at  from  7s.  up  to  8s.  Qd  per  lb. 
Persian  opium  i»  sc*rce  ;  fine  bricks  have  realised  13s.  per  lb., 
and  for  ball=  from  13s.  Qd.  to  13s.  2d.  is  now  required. 

Obbis  —  Che  demand  is  somewhat  improving,  especially 
for  Veronese  orris.  Prices,  however,  are  much  the  same  as 
when  we  last  quoted  them.  At  auction  to-day  8  bags 
medium-sizsd  yellowish  Florentine  root  were  bought  in  at 
80s.  per  cwt.  Of  21  packages  of  East  Indian  orris  10  have 
been  sold  privately,  and  4  bags  of  Mog adore  orris  were  also 
disposed  of  privately. 

Qoicksilyek,  although  unaltered  so  far  as  the  importers 
are  concerned  (cheir  price  btiog  still  11.  7s.  Qd.  per  bottle),  is 
easier  from  secood-hand  holders,  who  are  now  offering  at 
11.  2s.  Qd.  per  bottle. 

Quinine— The  manufacturers'  quotations  are  as  fol- 
lows:— Howards,  in  bulk.  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  4d  ;  in  1  oz. 
vials,  Is.  4d.  to  Is  bd.  Whiffen,  in  bulk,  Is.  Id  ; 
in  vials,  Is  Hd.  Pelleticr,  in  vials,  Is.  bd.  Fabbrica 
Lombarda,  in  bulk,  Is.  2d. ;  in  1-oz.  vials,  Is.  4rf.    All  the 


German  brands,  in  balk,  Is.  2d.  per  oz.  The  market  has 
been  very  dull  this  week,  with  a  lower  tendency.  There  are 
sellers  of  good  German  bulk  at  12j<Z.  per  oz.,  although  about 
1,000  oz.  were  reported  sold  early  in  the  week  at  12^d.  per 
cz.  At  auction  to-day  10,000  oz  were  offered.  They  had 
been  catalogued  "  without  reserve,"  but  that  qualification  was 
cancelled.  For  5,000  oz.  Brunswick,  1891  make,  no  bids 
were  made,  and  the  parcel  was  bought  in  at  \2\d.  per  oz. 
For  5,000  oz.  B.  $  S,  1893  make,  12,^.  per  oz.  was  asked, 
but  an  offer  of  12}d.  per  oz.  will  be  submitted. 

Rhubaeb.— Of  167  cases  offered  to-day,  48  sold  at 
extremely  low  rates  for  common  quality,  but  at  very  firm 
prices  for  better  kinds.  The  following  rates  were  paid : 
Canton,  medium  flat,  good  fracture,  Is  l^d. ;  small  to  medium, 
fair  coat  and  fracture,  round  slightly  wormy,  9^d. ;  good  flat 
blight  of  good  fracture  Is.  2d.,  this  being  a  very  high  price  : 
ordinary  wormy  round  druggists'  8fd  per  lb.  A  large 
quantity  of  fair  round  and  flat,  but  very  wormy  root  sold  at 
b^d.  to  Q%d. ;  dull  wormy  4Ji.  to  4f<2.  and  very  common  at 
Id.  to  \\d.  per  lb. :  a  parcel  of  ordinary  roagh  horny,  flat 
liigli  dried  grey  and  dark  fracture  partly  wormy  realised  Q\d. 
per  lb. 

Saesapaeilla. — No  sales  were  made  at  auction  to-day. 
For  genuine  Jamaica  a  bid  of  Is.  3d.  was  refused,  and  an 
off;r  oE  10^d.  for  Lima,  Jamaica  was  also  declined. 
Honduras  root  was  bought  in  at  from  Is.  to  Is.  2d.  per  lb. 

SENNA — Of  419  packages  Tincvelly,  about  320  sold  at 
very  firm  but  slightly  better  prices.  The  quality  was  on  the 
whole  common ;  medium  greenish  realised  3\d.  to  3\d. ; 
ordinary  small  to  mediam  darkish  from  2\d,  down  to  l\d., 
and  common  from  \d.  to  \d.  per  lb.  Alexandrian  senna  was 
all  bought  in,  fair  leaf  at  3d.  to  10d,  pods  at  l\d.  per  lb. 

Squills. — Thirty  packages  of  ordinary  yellow  sold  to-day, 
without  reserve,  at  Id.  to  l\d.  per  lb.  Good  quality  was 
bought  in  at  3kd. 

St.  Ignatius  Beans — This  article  was  seen  in  the 
London  drug-sales  to-day  for  the  first  time  for  some  years, 
12  boxes  being  offered.  The  parcel  was  imported  from 
Singapore  and  partly  wormy.  For  this  portion  a  bid  of  4jd. 
per  lb.  is  to  be  submitted.  The  rest,  which  was  good  but 
rather  small,  is  limited  to  I2d.  per  lb.,  but  an  offer  of  3d.  is 
to  be  submitted  for  it.  It  may  be  added  that  there  is  a 
fair  supply  of  these  beans  in  Hamburg. 

Stoeax. — Liquid,  with  usual  water  allowance  guarantee, 
may  be  had  at  70s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.  terms. 

Steophanthus — For  80  lbs.  Kombe  seed  Is.  bd.  per  lb. 
was  accepted  to-day. 

Tamaeinds — For  20  barrels  Antigua  tamarinds  13s.  to 
13.?.  Qd.  was  paid  to-day. 

Tonca  Beans.  —Of  21  cases  offered  to-day  3  sold  without 
reserve  at  low  prices,  3\d.  to  9d.  per  lb.  being  accepted  for 
dull  foxy  mixed  Para  beans,  while  fine  frosted  were  bought 
in  at  from  2s.  Qd.  to  2s.  9d.  per  lb. 

Vanilla.— At  auction  to-day  25Q  tins  (about  1  800  lbs  ) 
of  vanilla  met  with  less  competition,  and  sold  at  lower  rates 
for  loDg  beaDs,  part  of  the  supply  being  bought  in.  Fine 
crystallised,  7£  to  8  inches,  realised  28s  Qd.  to  31s.  ;  good, 
7  to  7|  inches,  27s.  6d.  to  28s  Qd. ;  6  to  6  J  inches,  24  s.  Qd. 
to  26s. ;  5  to  6|  inches,  22s.  Qd.  to  23s.  Qd. ;  4^  to  5  in  ches, 
2?.s.  to  23s. ;  dull  and  grey  from  16s.  Qd.  down  to  6  s.  Qd. 
per  lb. 

Vanillin. — There  has  been  no  change  in  the  quotations  of 
vanillin  by  the  German  and  French  manufacturers,  16s.  Qd. 
being  still  the  price  for  moderate  quantities,  but  lately  the 
representatives  of  the  new  American  manufacture  have  been 
flooding  the  market  with  quotations  at  lower  prices,  in  the 
apparent  hope  of  obtaining  a  footing  on  this  side. 

Was  (Bees')  remains  in  good  demand  at  unaltered  prices1 
At  to-day's  sales  a  large  quantity  was  offered,  and  the  follow- 
ing prices  were  obtained : — Brownish  bleached  East  Indian 
(Madras'),  61.  5s. ;  fair  brown  and  dark  mixed  Zanzibar, 
61.  lis.  Qd.;  Australian,  of  good  quality,  IK;  Sandwich 
Islands,  pale  bleached,  11. 5s. ;  Madagascar,  ordinary  to  good 
orange  and  brown,  Ql.  to  11.  ;  Cape,  good  bright  orange, 
11.  12s.  Qd. ;  Bangoon,  greasy  orange  bleached,  11.  lis.  Qd. 
Jamaica,  brown  mixed  to  good  red  and  yellow,  from  11.  10s. 
t 1  31  per  cwt. 
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Heavy  Chemicals. 

There  are  few  new  features  of  special  interest  to  report 
in  the  condition  of  the  heavy-chemical  market  this  week. 
The  prevalent  tone  all  round  is  quiet,  and  actual  business 
passing  is  not  very  large.  Substantially  there  is  little  or  no 
alteration  in  prices  to  report.  Exports  from  the  Tyne  are 
lower,  owing  to  the  stoppage  of  shipments  to  Baltic  ports. 
A  fairly  good  demand  is  met  with  for  export,  and  especially 
to  the  United  States.  From  the  Board  of  Trade  returns 
for  November,  issued  on  Saturday  last,  we  learn  that  the 
exports  of  bleaching-materials  for  last  month,  as  compared 
■with  November  of  last  year,  show  an  increase  in  weight 
from  130  459  cwt  to  138,183  cwt.,  or  an  increase  of  5  9  per 
cent.  In  the  value  of  same,  however,  there  is  a  decrease 
from  49,6542.  to  47.194Z.,  or  5  per  cent.  In  alkali  there  is  a 
decrease  in  both  weight  and  value :  644,136  cwt.  were 
exported,  as  compared  with  721,026  in  the  previous  year,  a 
decrease  of  10  7  per  cent. ;  value  declined  from  17l,928Z.  to 
155,607Z ,  or  9  5  per  cent.  This  brings  the  total  decrease 
in  value  of  chemicals  for  the  eleven  months  of  the  present 
year  to  218,055Z.  For  Tar-products  a  good  demand  continues. 
Benzols  are  higher— 90's.  2s.  <\\d.  per  gallon  ;  50-90, 2s  2d.  per 
gallon.  Aniline  oil  and  salt  are  nominally  unchanged,  but 
the  tendency  is  decidedly  upward.  Anthracene  stands 
higher — A  grade,  ll^d.  to  Is. ;  B  grade,  about  lQd.  Pitch, 
however,  has  declined,  and  now  stands  37s.  to  37*  6d.  per 
ton.  Sulphate  of  ammonia,  keeps  very  flat,  and  value  is  now 
only  81.  12s  6d.,  f.o  b.  Hull,  Leith,  or  Liverpool,  for  prompt 
Forward  business  is  practically  at  a  standstill :  340  tons 
were  exported  from  Leith  last  week.  Chlorate  of  potash 
quiet.  Yellow  pri/ssiate  of  potash  in  somewhat  short  supply, 
and  remains  very  firm,  at  8d.  to  8^d.  per  lb.  Hyposulphite 
of  soda  in  better  supply ;  demand  is,  however,  active,  and 
stocks  are  thus  not  large.  To-day's  quotations  for  good 
orders  are  61.  5s.  per  ton  net  for  7  8-cwt.  casks,  and  11.  per  ton 
net  for  1-cwt.  kegs.  Saltcalie  in  brisk  demand,  little  offering 
for  prompt;  tendency  in  price  upward.  Soda  ash  and  Soda 
crystals  move  steadily,  and  highest  strengths  Caustic  soda 
are  in  good  request.  Sulphocyanidcs  are  improving. 
Recovered  sulphur  is  very  scarce,  at  31  lis.  6d.  to  4Z.  per  ton 
net  in  2-cwt.  bags.  South  Durham  salt  is  brisk :  9s.  6d.  to 
10s.  per  ton  net  for  common,  blocks  15s.  per  ton. 

The  Liverpool  Drug-market. 

Our  Liverpool  correspondent,  writing  on  December  11, 
says  that  in  Gums  Soudan  sorts  seem  to  have  ceased  to 
interest  buyers  for  the  time  being,  as,  although  there  have 
been  sales  at  fully  previous  prices,  the  quantities  moving 
have  been  very  trivial.  Medium  grades  continue  to  be 
inquired  for,  but  are  very  scarce,  and  only  small  quantities 
of  Brazilian  are  reported  at  22s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Business  has 
been  done  in  Castor  oil  at  2\d.  for  good  seconds  Calcutta  and 
at  2f  d  for  first-pressure  French,  and  2\d.  is  asked  for  Madras 
good  seconds.  In  Beeswax  there  has  been  some  movement,  and 
a  large  parcel  of  Ganibia  (West  Coast  Africa)  has  changed 
hands,  but  the  price  has  oot  been  allowed  to  transpire  Kola- 
nuts  maintain  their  value,  and  sales  have  been  made  out  of  a 
recent  arrival  at  Id.  per  lb.  Cream  of  Tartar  has  stiffened  up 
somewhat  during  the  week,  and  now  98s  to  99s  is  asked 
for  first  white.  Canary  seed  remains  steady  at  33s.  to  34s. 
per  quarter.  There  are  inquiries  in  the  market  for  Honey  of 
various  grades,  but  so  far  no  business  has  resulted.  Chilian 
Spermaceti  is  held  for  Is.  9d  per  lb.  and  is  very  firm.  Acid 
Tartaric :  There  has  been  some  movement  on  the  market 
during  the  week,  as  the  agents  of  continental  houses  have 
been  buying  all  the  crude  tartars  and  argols  they  could  lay 
their  hands  on. 

American  Cablegrams. 
Oar  New  York  correspondent  sent  us  the  following  cable 
message  on  December  5,  too  late  for  insertion  in  our  issue  of 
last  week : —  Carbolic  acid  has  advanced  in  price  by  lc  per  lb. 
Tragacanth  gum  is  also  on  the  rise,  while  for  fair-quality 
Asafcetida  gum  from  14c,  to  16c.  per  lb  is  quoted.  Sassafras 
oil  is  firm  at  35c  per  lb  ,  and  the  quotation  for  synthetic  Oil 
of  wintergreen  is  70c,  while  natural  is  held  for  $\  20  per  lb. 
Druggists'  opium  has  risen  about  2|  c.  per  lb,  in  price,  but  the 
market  is  very  fluctuating.  SiCphate  of  quinine,  keeps  very 
firm.    We  have  also  received  the  following  telegram  from 


the  same  correspondent  under  date  of  December  12: — It 
is  generally  said  that  more  business  is  being  done  in  the 
drug-trade  this  season  than  has  been  done  for  some  years 
past  at  this  time.  The  following  are  the  chief  alterations 
for  the  week :  Curagao  aloes  is  quoted  at  3£c.  Cocoa-butter 
of  domestic  manufacture  at  40c,  and  foreign  at  32c. 
Colocynth  is  very  scarce,  good  Twrldsh  realising  65c.  per  lb. 
For  genuine  Kino  the  price  is  #3-50  per  lb ,  while  Gum 
tragacanth,  according  to  quality,  is  quoted  at  38c.  to  68c.  The 
price  of  Ginseng-root  runs  from  250c.  to  350c.  Star- anise- 
oil  dearer  at  $2-60,  and  Peppermint  at  $2  22  per  lb.,  the  last- 
named  showing  an  upward  tendency.  Small  wholesale 
quantities  of  opium  have  been  sold  at  $1  80  for  good  quality. 
Quinine  is  very  firm,  but  there  has  not  been  much  business 
doing.  Shellac  lower;  for  the  present  there  is  a  fair 
supply  here,  and  the  demand  is  very  light.  Good  Beeswax 
shows  a  steady  market  at  31c.  per  lb. 

The  Amsterdam  Market. 

We  hear  from  our  correspondent,  under  date  of  Decem- 
ber 10,  that  the  cubeb  market  remains  in  a  very  weak  state  j 
76  bales  of  common  quality  have  been  sold  at  a  reduced 
price,  and  another  parcel  of  119  bales  will  be  offered  by 
auction  on  December  18.  Sumatra  benzoin  has  been  in 
rather  better  demand,  with  sales  of  82  boxes  good  seconds 
at  from  70c.  to  75c.  per  half-kilo.  The  bulk  of  the  supply 
is  extremely  firmly  held.  The  15  barrels  of  yellow  cajuput 
oil  to  which  we  recently  referred  have  been  offered  by 
tender,  but  remained  unsold,  partly  on  account  of  the  im- 
perfect condition  of  the  packages,  and  partly  because  the 
consumers  retain  their  preference  for  Green  coloured  oil.  As- 
we  have  already  pointed  out,  this  consignment  was  an  ex- 
periment to  introduce  a  new  form  of  packing.  It  does 
not  seem  to  have  been  successful.  Cananga  oil :  67  bottles,, 
averaging  0-65  litre  each,  have  been  sold  at  10'76fl.  per 
half-kilo.  The  Cassia  fistula  market  is  in  an  unsatisfactory 
condition.  There  have  been  plenty  of  arrivals  lately,  but 
nearly  all  of  them  came  to  hand  in  very  damaged  condition.. 
A  parcel  of  71  tons,  of  which  the  bulk  was  mouldy  or  dry, 
could  not  find  a  buyer  at  auction,  and  was  withdrawn  at 
from  4fl.  to  6'50fl.  per  50  kilos,  according  to  quality. 
Another  lot  of  32  tons  in  a  still  more  damaged  condition 
sold  at  from  1-75A.  to  4/1.  per  50  kilos,  and  a  parcel  of 
42  cwt.  of  Cassia  fistula  pulp  realised  about  15fl.  per  50 
kilos. 

The  Opium  Markets. 

Our  correspondent  in  Constantinople  writes,  under  date 
of  December  6  : — "  There  has  been  a  little  more  doing  this 
week.  The  sales  amount  to  25  cases  good  druggists',  at 
6s.  10d.,  and  33  cases  Tokats,  at  up  to  9s.  8d.  The  last  price 
was  paid  by  a  speculator  for  10  cases.  Owing  to  the  dis- 
turbed state  of  the  country  little  or  no  stuff  is  coming  down. 
Caravans  have  been  stopped  and  plundered,  a  thing  quite 
unknown  in  late  years.  This,  coupled  with  the  complete 
suspension  of  business  in  most  parts  of  the  interior,  will  help 
to  keep  goods  back  for  some  time  longer.  The  above  applies 
more  especially  to  the  districts  producing  the  "  soft "  opium. 
Druggists'  kinds  quiet,  and  holders  here  show  some  disposition! 
to  sell.  All  the  banks  refuse  to  make  advances  Eg  unst  mer- 
chandise, which  must  tell  on  prices  sooner  or  later.  Our 
Smyrna  correspondent  cables  us  that  the  market  is  steady 
for  small  parcels,  but  large  quantities  could  be  ob- 
tained at  a  decline."  Our  Smyrna  correspondent  writes- 
on  December  6  that  the  market  remains  sluggish,  and 
the  situation  is  practically  unaltered.  During  the  week 
ending  on  the  date  of  his  letter  only  23  cases  of  opium 
changed  hands  for  exportation,  at  the  parity  of  7s.  per  lb., 
f.o.b.,  for  Current  talequale,  and  7s.  2\d.  for  Terli  talequale-. 
It  had  been  thought  that  the  purchases  of  opium  to  the 
Dutch  Government  were  concluded  for  the  season,  but 
recently  fresh  business  has  been  done  from  this  quarter, 
about  90  cases  of  selected  Karahissar  having  been  purchased 
by  local  operators  at  the  rate  of  7s.  Hd.  As  a  result,  the 
Karahissar  variety  remains  unaltered  in  price,  while  other 
grades  show  a  slight  tendency  towards  lower  quotations. 
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Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 

In  letters  for  publication  correspondents  are  requested  to  express  their  views 

as  concisely  as  possible. 
Correspondents  should  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only,  and  devote  a 

separate  piece  of  paper  to  each  subject  of  inquiry. 
The  name  and  address  of  the  writer  should  accompany  all  communications 

with,  if  desired,  a  distinctive  nom-de-plume. 


Boycotting. 

Sir, — I  am  sure  all  the  legitimate  trade  will  rejoice  to 
know  that  something  practical  is  about  to  be  attempted  to 
ensure  for  the  chemist  a  living  profit  in  handling  patents. 
"  A  Belfast  Chemist's  "  scheme  is  good,  but  I  should  like  to 
point  out  that  Scottish  chemists  do  not,  I  think,  suffer 
much  by  legitimate  wholesale  dealers  supplying  cutters. 
The  firms  who  wreck  the  chemist's  legitimate  profits  are  men 
who  carry  on  a  pretty  large  retail  trade  and  send  a  young 
man  round  the  smaller  towns  collecting  orders  from  grocers, 
drapers,  &c  ,  for  patents,  &.c.  Whatever  steps  are  taken  by 
the  proposed  Union,  producers  ought  to  be  bound  to  supply 
no  man  who  is  not  a  bond  fide  wholesale  dealer  unless  at  the 
full  retail  price  less  the  usual  retail  profit,  and  only  if  these 
men  are  members  of  the  Union  and  have  signed  the  Union 
agreement.  As  a  means  of  tracing  cutting  to  its  proper 
source,  I  would  suggest  that  all  wholesale  dealers  who  are 
members  of  the  Union  should  be  known  to  the  Union  by  a 
number,  and  that  every  producer  should  cause  every  article 
sold  to  such  a  house  to  be  stamped  with  the  dealer's  number  ; 
that  would  afford  a  simple  means  of  detecting  cutting  at  its 
source,  whilst  the  trouble  would  be  infinitesimal  to  producers. 
I  think  that  whatever  scheme  may  be  adopted,  the  full 
retail  price  will  be  a  sine  qua  non.  As  a  retailer  I  deprecate 
the  minimum  scale  and  use  every  effort  I  can  to  condemn 
the  plan.  I  am  a 

Scottish  Chemist.  (217/9.) 


Sib, — I  think  those  chemists  who  are  so  enthusiastic  about 
boycotting  wholesale  houses  are  scarcely  seeing  far  enough 
into  the  problem.  We  need  combination,  but  not  for  that 
purpose.  Boycotting  wholesale  houses  might  act  as  a  sort 
of  safety-valve  for  the  escape  of  just  irritation,  but  it  would 
only  inflame  the  sore.  The  fact  is  wholesale  houses  which 
are  known  to  go  in  freely  for  the  supply  of  stores  are  in 
many  cases  boycotted  already,  and  the  results  are  not  satis- 
factory. Such  a  move  could  never  prevent  stores  getting 
any  description  of  goods  they  wanted,  but  it  might  induce 
boycotted  wholesale  houses  to  encourage  the  formation  of 
limited  companies,  and  we  all  know  that  firms  which  are 
well  backed  with  the  almighty  dollar  can  do  a  good  deal  in 
that  way.  The  chemist  is  in  too  precarious  a  position  at 
present  to  make  any  fresh  enemies.  Indeed,  it  is  difficult 
to  make  out  who  are  his  friends.  Many  who  are  not  avowed 
enemies  are  performing  absolutely  brilliant  acrobatical  feats 
upon  the  top  of  the  fence,  and  we  don't  know  whether  to 
call  them  friends  or  foes.  The  forces  arrayed  against  us  are 
strong  enough  without  encouraging  fresh  outbreaks  of 
enmity. 

It  might  be  worth  the  while  of  chemists,  however,  to  try 
how  taking  only  patent  medicines,  &c,  from  unfriendly  and 
reserving  the  more  paying  part  of  the  business  for  friendly 
houses  would  do. 

In  a  great  many  cases  the  stores  never  get  the  best 
part  of  the  dispensing  business.  They  can  buy  large 
quantities  of  patent  medicines,  chemical  food,  ext.  malt, 
Blaud's  pills,  and  such  things ;  but  I  don't  think  they  po 
through  large  quantities  of  such  articles  as  tinctures,  infu- 
sions, extracts,  and,  in  short,  drugs  generally  used  in  dis- 
pensing. Of  course  there  may  be  exceptions.  Now,  if 
wholesale  houses  found  that  the  more  paying  part  of  the 
business  was  passing  out  of  their  hands,  they  might  be  in- 
clined to  reconsider  their  positions.  We  don't  want  them  to 
come  down  upon  the  wrong  s'de  of  the  fence.    We  want 


them  to  be  friendly  to  us.  It  could  serve  no  good  purpose 
to  drive  them  out  of  the  camp  altogether.  They  do  not 
supply  the  stores  because  they  are  unfriendly  to  us,  but 
simply  because  they  have  considered  it  best  to  follow  the 
trade  and  catch  fishes  upon  both  sides  of  the  stream. 

As  this  problem  becomes  more  and  more  urgent  it  be- 
comes increasingly  plain.  In  my  opinion  the  point  upon 
which  we  ought  to  concentrate  our  energy  is  that  of  dealing 
with  qualified  men  who  protect  non-qualified  men.  Some- 
thing might  be  done  by  boycotting  them,  but  I  do  not  think 
it  would  be  very  difficult  to  obtain  power  to  cut  their  names 
off  the  register  if  they  persisted  in  this  practice.  This  point 
has  been  brought  up  several  times,  but  it  is  always  lost  sight 
of  again.  Yet  it  is  the  crux  of  the  whole  position.  We 
can  never  prevent  cutting  amongst  chemists  themselves,  nor 
would  it  be  desirable  to  do  so  ;  but  this  would  deal  effectually 
with  all  non-qualified  men.  R.  (217/5.) 


The  "  Hunyadi  Janos." 

Sib, — I  confess  to  having  read  your  remarks  on  "  The 
Rival  Hungarian  Aperient-waters"  with  considerable  inter- 
est, the  more  so  as  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  I  am  pro- 
bably the  determining  cause  of  the  present  crisis.  For  this 
and  other  reasons  I  trust  you  will  accord  me  the  hospitality 
of  your  columns,  especially  as,  in  the  absence  of  a  reply,  your 
remarks  are  calculated  to  convey  a  very  one-sided  impres- 
sion, which  might  conceivably  damage  my  trade. 

It  may  interest  your  readers  to  know  the  history  of  this 
matter,  which  is  as  follows : — In  June,  1889,  I  received  an 
aggressive  communication  from  the  Apollinaris  Company  to 
the  effect  that  they  had  purchased  a  bottle  of  Friedrichs- 
hall  water  at  each  of  my  establishments,  Wilcox  &  Co., 
239  Oxford  Street,  and  Gabriel  Jozeau,  49  Haymarket,  and 
intimating  that  by  importing  this  water  I  was  infringing 
their  trade-marks.  I  was,  however,  in  a  position  to  prove  that 
I  had  been  importing  this  water  long  before  the  Apollinaris 
Company  came  into  existence,  and  consequently  I  replied, 
thanking  them  for  their  patronage,  and  assuring  them  that- 
every  facility  would  be  offered  to  them  for  any  further 
purchases  they  might  think  fit  to  make.  Not  many  days 
elapsed  before  I  was  threatened  with  an  action  at  law,  and 
being  of  a  timorous  disposition  after  thirty  years'  hard  work 
behind  the  chemist's  counter,  it  may  well  be  imagined  that 
I  was  disposed  to  agree  to  any  reasonable  terms  in  order  to 
avert  the  threatened  calamity.  I  therefore  called  upon  Mr. 
Steinkopff,  perfectly  prepared  to  tender  him  my  apologies 
and  expressions  of  regret.  I  even  offered  to  hand  over  to 
him  all  the  Friedrichshall  water  I  had  in  stock,  and  to- 
undertake  not  to  import  any  more.  To  my  surprise  and 
dismay  my  proposals  were  declined  unless  I  would  append 
my  signature  to  a  document  to  which,  with  every  desire  to 
make  peace,  I  could  not  possibly  assent.  The  next  step  was 
the  issue  of  a  writ  which  dragged  me,  I  need  hardly  say  with 
how  much  reluctance,  into  court.  The  first  skirmish  came 
off  before  Mr.  Justice  North,  who  .promptly  refused  the 
injunction  asked  for  by  the  Apollinaris  Company.  I  thus 
drew  "  first  blood,"  and  although  when  the  case  later  on 
came  before  Mr.  Justice  Kekewich,  he  decided  against  me, 
in  the  Court  of  Appeal  judgment  was  given  in  my  favour, 
and  the  Apollinaris  Company  were  saddled  with  the  costs  of 
both  sides.  The  effect  of  this  decision  was  to  confirm  my 
right  to  import  as  much  mineral  water  as  I  could  get  hold 
of,  the  Apollinaris  Company's  trade-marks  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  Those  of  your  readers  who  have  had  any 
experience  of  law  costs  will  understand  that,  in  spite  of  the 
verdict  in  my  favour,  the  difference  between  the  amount  of 
taxed  costs  payable  by  the  Apollinaris  Company  and  those 
which  I  had  to  pay  to  my  legal  advisers  was  considerable, 
and  had  the  Apollinaris  Company  even  then  come  forward 
with  a  semblance  of  apology  for  all  the  trouble  and  terrible 
anxiety  they  had  caused  me,  I  should  not,  on  payment  of  my 
actual  disbursements,  have  sought  to  interfere  with  their 
business.  Obviously  the  only  means  at  hand  for  recouping- 
my  out-of-pocket  expenses  was  to  take  advantage  of  the 
decision  of  the  Court  of  Appeal,  and  to  launch  forth  in  the 
Hunyadi  Janos  business.  I  may  add  that  I  do  not  think 
that  the  Apollinaris  Company  have  any  reason  to  complain 
of  any  want  of  activity  on  my  part  in  this  respect,  for  the 
wholesale  price  has  fallen  at  least  25  per  cent.,  and  their 
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monopoly,  which  brought  them  in  a  net  profit  of  over  20,0002. 
a,  year,  has  been  virtually  destroyed. 

I  must  admit  that  I  had  far  greater  difficulties  to  contend 
with  in  obtaining  supplies  of  Hunyadi  Janos  than  I  had 
anticipated,  on  account  of  the  refusal  of  the  Saxlehners  to 
fulfil  orders  from  any  quarter  except  on  the  purchasers 
entering  into  an  undertaking  "  that  it  should  be  consumed 
upon  the  Continent."  Thanks  to  my  intimate  acquaintance 
with  the  undercurrents  of  continental  trade  and  my  business 
relations  with  numerous  firms  on  the  Continent,  I  ultimately 
succeeded  in  obtaining  what  I  required,  though  never  at 
first  hand,  the  water  purchased  by  me  having  always  passed 
through  two  or  three  hands  before  reaching  mine.  By-and- 
by  I  discovered  and  opened  up  so  many  channels  of  pur- 
chase that  it  became  quite  impoasible  for  the  Saxlehners  to 
keep  the  water  oat  of  my  hands  by  any  means  short  cf 
•  closing  the  springs  and  refusing  to  sell  the  water  at  all. 
£t  Yours  faithfully, 

239  Oxford  Street,  W.  J.  John  Snook. 

December  9. 


Accented  on  the  "  The." 

Sie, — The  annexed  label,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  is 
(Certainly  not  liable  to  8ta<np  daty ;  but  Somerset  House 


THE  PILLS. 

Prepared  from  the  Prescription  of  Dr.  Bland,  as 
published  in  the  French  Pharmacopoeia. 


Dose  :  Two  or  three  Fills  tbree  times  a  day. 
The  EMPIRE  DRUG  COMPANY  (LIMITED), 

OPPOSITE  THE  NEW  TOWN  HAI.L, 

258A    MARE    STREET,  HACKNEY. 


Hours  of  business  :  10  a.m.  to  9  p.m.  ;  Thursdays, 
till  2  ;  Saturdays,  till  10.30. 


"think  differently,  and  I  have  had  to  drop  my  little  mite 
into  their  coffers  in  consequence.  They  hold  that  "  The 
Pills "  is  in  the  possessive  case,  ergo  liable.  Then,  what 
about  the  time-honoured  "  The  Mixture  "  1  One  large  firm, 
I  understand,  has  been  cornered  over  a  similar  label — viz  , 
"  The  Cough-mixture." 

Would  you  consider  the  above  as  liable  to  stamp-duty  1 
Faithfully  yours, 

Jas.  Ruxton,  Manager. 

[We  cannot  help  thinking  this  is  a  case  of  misaccentra- 
tion.  The  Inland  Revenue  officers,  we  imagine,  must  have 
read  the  title  as  "  the  pills,"  and  assumed  that  you  were  thus 
claiming  for  them  special  excellence.  We  should  be  glad  to 
hear  of  any  similar  cases.— Ed.  C.  $  I)  ] 

Compressed  CO.,  in  India. 

Sib, — We  notice  on  page  45  of  the  current  issue  of  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  the  answer  you  give  in  reply  to 
195/17,  "  Compressed  Gas  "  (Punjab).  From  your  answer  we 
take  it  that  you  are  not  aware  that  compressed  carbonic- 
acid  gas  has  been  made  for  some  little  time  in  India.  It 
has  been  sold  for  use  with  the  ordinary  type  of  soda-water 
machines  as  used  in  India,  and  for  use  with  machines  of  a 
similar  style  to  our  "  Compact,"  but  the  chief  reason  it  was 
brought  out  in  India  for  was  to  run  one  of  those  small 
domestic  aerated- water  machines  in  which  a  bottle  full  of 
water  is  placed  and  revolved,  a  certain  amount  of  gas  being 
shaken  into  the  bottle,  which  is  then  closed  and  the  contents 
called  aerated-waters.  We  have  supplied  to  various  parts  of 
India  a  number  of  our  "  Compact  "  machines,  which  we  may 
say  did  not  turn  out  so  satisfactory  as  our  other  machines 
using  the  old  system,  as  the  gas  that  is  supplied  in  India  is 
not  at  all  suitable — at  least,  so  our  customers  tell  us.  There 
must  be  something  wrong  in  the  method  of  manufacture  of 
this  gas,  and  we  do  not  advise  our  customers  at  present  in 
India  to  purchase  the  machine  to  use  solely  with  the 
liquefied  gas.  Yours  truly, 

.Eagle  Wharf  Road,  N.,  Barnett  &  Foster. 

December  6. 


Eau  d'Arqubusade. 

Sir, — I -think  there  is  a  mistake  with  the  formula  given  in 
your  last  for  eau  dArquebusade  (200/40).    You  can  see  the 


Folia  thyml 
Folia  absynthii 
Folia  angelicas 
Folia  fceniculi 
Folia  rutse 

Summitates  hyperici  perfoliat. 
Flores  lavanduhe 
aa.  100  parts 
Alcohol  60  per  cent,  (proof 
spirit),  4,500  parts 


six  days  in  the  spirit,  destil.  to  produce 


formula  in  L' Officii} e  from  Douvault,  last  issue,  page  244,  as 
follows  (fresh  plants  are  to  be  employed)  : — 

Folia  basilici 
Folia  hyssopi 
Folia  marjoranoe 
Folia  melissaa 
Folia  menthse 
Folia  origani 
Folia  rosmarini 
Folia  calamintlnr  officinalis 
Folia  satureiae  hortensis 
Folia  salvia; 
Folia  serpylli 
Cut  all  the  plants  ;  macerate  for 
3,000  parts. 

If  fresh  plants  cannot  be  obtained  take  dried  plants,  but  only 
a  third  of  the  above  quantities  for  the  same  quantity  of 
spirit,  dilut. 

Another  formula,  not  so  complicated,  is  in  the  Swiss 
Pharmacopoeia  (dry  plants)  : — 

Parts 

Flor.  lavandute   . .  1 

Herba  absynthii  . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  1 

Herba  hyssopi     . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  1 

Herba  menthaa  pip.       . .    . .  1 

Herba  rosmarini  . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  1 

Herba  rata?   

Herba  salvipe 
Spir.  concentrat. 
Aquas 

Et  destilando  eliciantur 
Sit  paulum  turbidus,  odoris  peculiaris  aromatici. 

As  you  see,  the  preparation  is  quite  different  from  the 
formula  given  in  the  C.  S,'  D.,  and  I  thought  it  would  be 
agreeable  to  your  correspondent  "  W.  G.  S."  to  have  the 
genuine  formula.  Yours  truly, 

Cuprum.  (217/68.) 

[We  are  obliged  to  "  Cuprum,"  who  is  a  French  pharmacist, 
and  ought  to  know.  Curiously,  we  quoted  from  a  French 
work.  Hitherto  we  have  quoted  the  formula  without 
vinegar,  similar  to  the  Swiss  one  given  above. — Ed,  C.  Sf  D.I 


1 
1 

20 
50 
40 


Sir, —  I  doubt  the  correctness  of  the  formula  in  last  week's 
issue  because  it  is  totally  different  from  that  given  by  all 
the  old  writers,  and  also  from  the  formula  for  it  given  in  the 
Paris  Codex,  1866,  under  the  name  oE  alcoolat  vulneraire,  or 
eau  vulneraire  spiritueuse,  which  are  synonyms  for  it. 
Gray's  "  Supplement,"  dated  1832,  but  printed  a  few  years 
earlier,  gives : — 

Eau  d'Arquebusade,  Aq.  Yulneraria. 

Take  the  top3  of  sage,  wormwood,  fennel,  hyssop,  and  about  a  dozen 
others.   Macerate  in  proof  spirit  for  a  fortnight,  and  distil.  ] 

Hooper's  "Dictionary,"  1839,  Beasley's  "  Formulary,"  1872, 
and  the  Paris  Codex,  1866,  give  practically  the  same,  both 
as  to  ingredients  and  to  manipulation.  I  myself  distilled  it 
many  years  ago  from  a  similar  formula  in  Savory's  labora- 
tory in  Bond  Street,  and  have  never  seen  or  heard  of  any 
other  form  for  it.  Yours  truly, 

December  10.  W.  Wilkinson. 


Ownership  of  Prescriptions. 

Sir, — As  regards  the  proprietorship  of  a  prescription 
which  has  been  discussed  at  an  Edinburgh  meeting  last 
week,  there  seems  no  manner  of  doubt  that  as  the  patient, 
whether  messenger  or  not,  has  paid  for  the  prescription,  he 
or  she  is  entitled  to  it,  and  therefore  the  chemist  has  no 
right  to  its  proprietorship.  Yours  truly, 

30  Union  Street,  Inverness,  John  Mitchell. 

D«  cember  10. 


Arsenical  Soaps. 

Sir, — A  few  days  ago  I  had  an  experience  which,  though 
somewhat  amusing,  might  have  bad  a  very  serious  result. 

One  of  my  customers,  whom  I  have  known  personally  for 
some  years,  came  in,  and  wished  to  be  supplied  with  some 
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arsenical  soap.  On  my  asking  what  it  was  to  bewdfor, 
she  replied  that  it  was  for  a  (or  the)  skin.  She  w.-.  4  per- 
fectly willing  to  sign  the  poison-book,  and  was  actually 
supplied  with  the  article. 

As  I  invariably  give  a  final  caution  to  customers  buying 
poisons  while  taking  their  cash,  I  did  the  same  to  her,  when 
she  told  me  that  she  thought  all  this  bother  about  signing  a 
book  a  lot  of  nonsense,  especially  when  soap  was  required 
to  wash  one's  face  1  This  just  roused  my  suspicions,  and  on 
questioning  her  found  that  she  had  read  an  advertisement 
in  some  ladies'  journal  to  the  effect  that  somebody's 
arsenical  soap  was  good  for  the  complexion,  &c,  but  as  she 
had  forgotten  the  maker's  name,  she  thought  it  would  not 
matter.  Now  what  would  have  been  the  result  had  she  used 
the  article  supplied  I  leave  you  to  conjecture. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  very  much  like  to  know  whether 
this  Mackenzie's  arsenical  soap  is  a  bond- fide  preparation  of 
arsenic  or  not,  as,  of  course,  if  it  is,  all  sales  must  be 
registered  according  to  the  Act ;  but  if  it  is  not,  the  pro- 
prietors should  be  compelled  to  discontinue  the  use  of  a 
title  which  is  not  only  incorrect,  but  also  a  source  of 
danger  to  the  public. 

Yours  truly, 

Tossico.  (219/5.) 

[Bat  our  correspondent  ought  to  have  discovered  the 
purpose  for  which  the  soap  was  to  be  used  when  entering 
it  in  his  poison-book. — Ed.  C.  %  Bi\ 


LEGAL  QUERIES. 


Immedlateinformation  on  pharmaco-Ugal  mattert  it  available  in  "  Pharmacy 
and  Poiton  Laws  of  the  United  Kingdom,"  Alpe't  " Handy-book  of 
Mtdicine-ttarnp  Duty"  and  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diabt. 


268/6.  Calamba.  —  Medicines  distributed  gratis,  as 
samples,  are  not  liable  to  medicine-stamp  duty.  See 
"  Alpe,"  page  28. 


213/55.  G.  D.  Casks  :—"  Is  it  true  that  the  Limited  Com- 
panies Bill,  proposed  by  the  Board  of  Trade  for  amendment, 
has  been  already  ignored  I "  We  have  no  idea  what  our 
correspondent  refers  to. 


217/46.  Leo.—  See  C.  $  D.  Diaet,  1896,  "How  to  Form 
a  Limited  Company,"  page  235.  [Subscribers  will  very 
often  find  the  information  they  write  tons  for  in  one  or  other 
of  the  D  i  aeies  ] 


218/7.  H. — If,  as  we  understand,  you  have  actually 
signed  an  agreement  to  do  necessary  indoor  repairs  to  your 
premises,  we  do  not  see  how  you  can  get  away  from  the 
contract  if,  as  we  suppose,  the  landlords  refuse  to  recognise 
a  more  or  less  vague  verbal  undei  taking  given  by  their 
deceased  agent. 


217/1.  Nondescript. — There  is  nothing  to  prevent  a 
limited  company  employing  an  unqualified  manager,  but 
said  unqualified  manager  becomes  liable  to  a  penalty  of  51. 
every  time  he  sells  a  poison  or  anything  containing  a  poison. 
You  should  get  our  "Pharmacy  and  Poison  Laws,"  2s.  6d., 
or  post  free  2s.  9d. 


216/70.  Ginger. — We  cannot  make  trade-mark  searches' 
These  must  be  made  at  the  Trade  Marks  Office,  Southampton 
Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  for  a  fee  of  Is.  per  quarter-hour. 
We  do  not  know  the  titles  you  name,  though  one  of  them 
you  write  so  indistinctly  that  we  cannot  be  sure  of  what  you 
mean.  Bronchocele,  which  is  the  term  applied  to  a  swollen 
throat  or  goitre,  would  be  a  rather  inappropriate  title  for  a 
cough-mixture. 


215/69.  Forceps  — There  is  no  law  to  prevent  you  per- 
forming dental  operations.  The  Dentists  Act  only  prohibits 
the  unauthorised  assumption  of  titles.   See  Diaby. 


218/12.  W.  V.  P.— Yon  have,  we  fear,  no  remedy  if  the 
solicitor  has  confined  himself  to  statements  which  are 
strictly  true,  although  it  would  have  been  in  better  taste  if 
he  had  observed  a  discreet  silence.  If,  of  course,  the  state- 
ments are  slanderous,  or  there  was  any  undertaking  on  the 
part  of  him  for  his  client  to  treat  the  facts  disclosed  as 
confidential,  you  would  be  entitled  to  bring  an  action. 


216/13.  E.  H.  R. — It  would  certainly  be  advisable  that 
the  valuation  should  be  made  by  a  man  experienced  with 
chemists'  stocks.  We  do  not  see  why  you  should  not  pay 
your  local  agent  for  the  sale  of  your  business,  and  then  em- 
ploy a  regular  chemists'  valuer  for  the  valuation.  The 
charge  would  be  additional  in  any  case.  You  must  yourself 
pay  your  valuer  if  you  engage  him.  Perhaps  you  and  the 
purchaser  could  agree  to  employ  the  same  vainer  and  share 
the  cost. 


219/57.  In  a  Fix. — All  apprentices  have  grievances.  You 
make  out  a  good  case  for  the  recovery  of  a  part  of  your 
premium  presuming  your  master  has  nothing  to  say  in  reply  - 
We  cannot  advise  you  to  commence  legal  proceedings  ;  bat  if 
you  feel  sure  that  your  statements  would  bear  the  closest 
cross-  examination,  and  that  your  master  has  nothing  to  say 
on  the  other  side,  get  an  interview  with  a  respectable  solicitor, 
who  will,  perhaps,  be  able  to  settle  the  affair  for  you  without 
going  to  court. 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


Back  numbers  containing  formulae,  educational  or  other  specific  information 

can  be  obtained  from  the  Publisher. 
N.B. —  We  destroy  anonymous  letters.    We  do  not  answer  queries  of  the  kind 

here  dealt  with  by  post.    We  ask  that  separate  queries  shall  be  written  on 

separate  sheets  of  paper. 


201/3.  Sal  Rocliel. — You  seem  to  have  forgotten  the  fact 
that  tne  1895  Diabt  contains  more  than  100  formulas  for 
perfumes.    Please  consult  it. 


201/11.  Ravenscroft. — (1)  There  is  a  formula  for  Nisbet's 
specific  in  the  1894  Diaby.  (2)  You  cannot  expect  to  get  a 
cream  from  a  mixture  of  acid,  alkali,  and  soap,  unless  you 
have  the  acid  in  subordinate  quantity.  Omit  it  from  your 
liniment,  and  half  the  soap,  letting  water  take  the  place  of 
the  dilute  acid. 


201/70.  Bubbles. — We  cannot  advise  yoa  without  knowing 
what  the  formula  is. 


201/74.  A.  R. — It  was  a  mixture  of  red-lead,  borax,  and 
oatmeal  which  was  recommended  for  killing  cockroaches,  but 
for  putting  below  floors  you  should  omit  the  oatmeal. 


202/19.  Quinine. — We  have  recently  explained  why  tr. 
quin.  ammon.  becomes  brown.  It  U  due  to  an  impurity  in  the 
rectified  spiiit.    Get  a  better  quality. 


202/54.  J.  H.—See  the  photographic  article  in  the  Diabt 
for  1896. 


203/26.  J.  F.  D. — In  the  formulre  20  per  cent.,  &c,  of 
real  acetic  acid,  HCJ3.fi,,  is  meant. 


204/72.  Tasmania. — Refer  to  the  metric  table  presented 
with  the  Diaby. 


206/4.  Ignoramus. — We  have  something  better  to  do  than 
work  out  such  calculations  as  you  submit,  even  if  it  were 
possible  to  determine  accurately  the  gases  formed  when 
paraffin  is  burnt  in  a  lamp. 
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203/40.    H.  8. — We  have  no  formula  for  luminous  ink. 


207/3.  C.  S. — A  copy  of  "  Scientific  Mysteries  "  will  give 
you  chemical  magic  in  quantity. 


206/12.  E.  R.  C. — Soap-powder  for  Barbers. — Powdered 
curd- soap. 


207/28.  W.  H.  J. — Your  first  query  has  been  replied  to. 
Liq.  bistnuthi  B.P.  will  give  a  precipitate  of  bismuth 
carbonate  when  mixed  with  carbonate  of  soda,  but  the  old 
liquor  and  Schacht's  liquor  do  not,  because  they  contain 
excess  of  citrate  of  ammonia. 


209/70  (Bromine)  and  209/46  (E.  S.  H.  S.).— You  should 
read  the  last  Educational  number,  September  7.  Minor 
and  Major  men  may  be  appointed  public  analysts  if  they 
can  convince  the  local  authorities  that  they  are  qualified  for 
the  post,  and  are  not  engaged  in  retailing  articles  which 
come  under  the  statute.  There  is  no  statutory  qualification 
fixed. 


17/146.  Dollars  (China). — Thanks  for  your  note  on 
currency.  We  were,  unfortunately,  unable  to  make  use  of 
it  in  our  1896  Diary. 


212/55.  Tiqitam. — The  following  is  the  formula  for  Ung. 
Befrigerans  Ph.  Helv. :  — 

Parts 

White  wax  . .   5 

Spermaceti  10 

Oil  of  almonds   60 

Liquefy  in  a  water-bath  ;  add  to  the  mixture,  during  cooling,  rose-water 

25  parts.   Stir  briskly  to  obtain  a  creamy  substance  of  brilliant  white 

colour. 


206/3.    F.—  We  do  not  reply  to  anonymous  querists. 

215/70.  C.  M.  N. — Hanbury's  "  Pharmacographia  "  (Mac- 
millan,  21s.)  is  the  best  book  treating  of  the  commercial  part 
of  materia  medica,  but  it  is  getting  hopelessly  out  of  date. 
A  small  book  published  by  Southall  Brothers  &  Barclay  at 
5.9.  is  good,  and  will  perhaps  suit  your  purpose  better  than 
anything  else. 


204/7.  S.  S.  iV— You  are  quite  right ;  the  formula  for 
Walnut-pomade  does  not  go  well.  We  had  it  from  a  good 
authority.  We  think  the  best  plan  would  be  to  make  a 
decoction  of  the  walnut-shells  in  small  pieces,  in  the  propor- 
tion of  a  pound  of  shells  to  a  quart  of  water  acidulated  with 
^  oz.  of  acetic  acid  ;  boil  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  in  an 
earthenware  basin,  strain,  and  evaporate  to  4  oz.  Mix  this 
with — 

Lanoline    ..       ..  *iv. 

Vaseline       ..       ..      . .       ..  Sx. 

Perfume    . .      a  sufficiency 


214/9.  Rusticus  makes  a  Nursery  Hair-lotion  from  the 
following  formula : — 

Quassias..       ..   '  oiv. 

Ead.  pyrethri  . .       . .    i} 

S.V.E   Siv. 

Acid,  boric   ?vj» 

Glycerini   ..  jiij. 

Aq.  ad     Jxxxij. 

Macerate  the  pellitory  in  the  spirit  for  two  days,  and  mix  with  the 
quassia  infusion. 

The  objection  to  the  lotion  is  that  it  becomes  cloudy  when 
the  tiDcture  and  infusion  are  mixed.  [This  is  owing  to  the 
pellitory  being  macerated  in  strong  spirit,  which  extracts 
resin  and  oil  trom  the  root,  which  are  precipitated  when  the 
infusion  of  quassia  is  added.  Proof  spirit  is  an  efficient 
menstruum,  and  you  should  macerate  the  pellitory  in  a 
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mixture  of  the  spirit,  1  oz.  of  glycerine,  and  3  oz.  of  water, 
filter  after  three  days,  and  add  to  the  quassia  infusion.] 


215/34.  Nero  Subscriber. — Tincture  of  Tonka-bean. — 
This  is  made  5  oz.  to  the  pint.  The  best  menstruum  is 
18  oz.  60-o.p.  spirit  and  2  oz.  of  water.  If  you  use  a  weaker 
alcohol  than  that  you  will  spoil  the  perfumes. 


215/36.  F.  F.  W. — White  Liniment  (Diary,  page  229). 
—This  should  read  "aq.  ad  jxxiv."  The  liniment  which 
you  mention  is  made  in  a  similar  manner  by  machinery. 


215/9.  Apprentice. — If  the  soft-soap  forms  a  jelly  when 
mixed  with  its  own  weight  of  water  it  is  not  B.P.  Better 
ask  your  employer  to  instruct  you.  That  is  not  our  busi- 
ness. 


412/95.  J.  T.  I. — Floor-polish. — See  page  679,  Novem- 
ber 2.  Perfume  may  be  added  to  the  floor-  polish,  which  will 
suffice  to  perfume  the  room,  but  this  is  generally  done  by 
liberal  spraying,  especially  where  any  fabric  is  available. 


*#*  We  have  a  few  pages  of  replies  in  type  which  we  cannot 
find  room  for  this  week. 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 


The  Editor  invites,  on  behalf  of  inquiring  subscribers,  postcard  replies  to  tht 
following : — 

200/56.  Red  marking-ink,  which  will  remain  red  per- 
manently :  who  makes  2 


meyt  Meek* 


Tuesday,  December  17. 

Royal  Photographic  Society,  12  Hanover  Square,  at  8  P.M. 
"Notes  on  Three-colour  Printing,"  by  Mr.  E.  J.  Wall. 
Including  a  Note  on  Printing-inks,  by  Mr.  C.  G.  Zander. 

Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Birmingham.  Mem- 
bers' night  and  social  meeting  at  the  Cannonade  Hotel, 
Birmingham. 

Wednesday,  December  18. 

Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m.  Mr. 
John  Southward  on  "  Machines  for  Composing  Letter- 
press Printing  Surfaces."  , 

The  Western  Chemists'  Association  (of  London),  Westburne 
Restaurant,  1  Craven  Road,  W.,  at  9  p.m.  Inaugural 
address  by  the  President  (Mr.  J.  C.  Hyslop). 

Aberdeen  Junior  Chemists'  Association.    Annual  ball. 

Brighton  Junior  Association  of  Pharmacy.  Social  and 
musical  evening.    Chairman,  Mr.  W.  W.  Savage. 

Thursday,  December  19. 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  at  8  p  m.  Discussion 
on  the  "  Constitution  of  Terpenes  and  Camphor."  "  De- 
rivatives of  Dimethylaniline,"  Miss  Evans,  B.Sc. 

Linnean  Society,  Burlington  House,  at  8  P  M. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association.    Cinderella  Dance,  Port-  ' 
man  Rooms.    Tickets  can  be  obtained  for  the  dance 
from  Mr.  R.  H.  Robins. 

Liverpool  Chemists'  Association,  Royal  Institution,  at 
7  p.m.  "  Some  Relations  of  Pharmacy  to  Mythology," 
by  Mr.  Edward  Cox.  Notes  on  "  The  Strength  of 
Commercial  Blaud's  Pills,"  and  "  Commercial  Vinegar," 
by  Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley. 

Friday,  December  20. 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  at 
8.30  p.m.  Proceedings:  "Simple  Calculations  for 
Analysis  of  Certain  Mixtures "  and  "  A  Convenient 
Arrangement  for  Continuous  Percolation,"  by  J.  A. 
Forret.  Lantern  exhibition  of  slides  of  the  micro- 
organisms of  water,  by  J.  Rutherford  Hill. 
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